
Sleepwalkers
With the exception of Thinner, I’ve liked most of the Stephen
King movies I’ve seen.  My favorite is Storm of the Century, a
Prime-Time  Emmy  Award  winning  made-for-tv  mini-series  that
aired in 1999.  Every winter when a big blizzard is predicted
in our corner of Ohio, we plan on being snowed in watching
our Storm of the Century dvd.  It never happens though; I
think it has to do with trying to watch a 240 minute movie
that’s not for kids when we have 4 of them.  But anyway, if we
ever get time to watch Storm of the Century in the near
future, I’ll definitely blog more about it – it’s awesome!

One of Stephen King’s lesser known films, Sleepwalkers, is a
movie I saw as a teenager.  I liked it back then, so when I
happened to see the dvd on the library’s shelf the other day,
that’s what I quickly picked up since I was in a hurry.  My
husband and I watched it the other night, and we both had the
same opinion.  A fun little horror film, nothing great but
still entertaining.  It is Stephen King-creepy, as only he can
do, and much of the movie’s creepiness has to do with the
mother-son relationship; I won’t go into detail except to say
that  it’s  extremely  disturbing.   Brian  Krause  and  Alice
Krige play the mother and son monsters who need to feed on a
human virgin in order to survive.  They morph into strange
cat-like creatures, which is even more strange because cats
are drawn to their house, yet deadly to the monsters at the
same  time.   The  special  effects  are  extremely  cheesy  by
today’s standards and even laughable, but sometimes I’m a
sucker for that kind of thing and really enjoy bad special
effects – my favorite example of this is Jaws 3-D.

While we’re on the subject of Stephen King, as I mentioned, I
like most of his movies that I’ve seen.  I tried to read the
book Carrie a really long time ago, but I found it hard to
follow,  either  because  I  was  a  teen  or  because  of  the
religious ramblings inserted throughout the book which were
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done in such a way that it’s hard to follow because it’s
depicting Carrie’s mother’s craziness.  But anyway, Stephen
King is very talented, of course.  He has a gift of making
movies extremely creepy without stooping as low as many of
today’s horror movies do with the constant blood and gore.

An interesting event took place in his life that almost reads
like one of his novels, well, actually it does since he wrote
about it.  On June 19, 1999, his life was changed forever when
he was hit by a car while walking down a Maine road.  There
are  two  creepy  coincidences  about  this  incident.   First,
earlier that year, King had finished most of From a Buick 8, a
novel in which a character dies after getting struck by a
car.  Second, the driver of the car, Bryan Smith, who was only
43, was found dead in his trailer just over a year later of an
accidental overdose.  He was found dead on Stephen King’s
birthday, September 21.  The accident was inspiration for the
Dark Tower series of books, and King is in talks with Lost co-
creator J.J. Abrams to do an adaption of the series.  Since
I’m a fan of Lost and Stephen King, that might be something
I’ll have to check out.  Until then, I’ll probably be planning
another snowy viewing of Storm of the Century this winter that
won’t come to fruition.

Random  Celebrity  Death  And
The Sunshine State
We are very fortunate to be able to visit the Orlando area in
Florida (read: Disney World!) yearly, but during our past two
visits,  CNN  has  been  overrun  with  news  of  unexpected  and
shocking celebrity deaths.  In February 2007 during our visit,
the breaking news was of model/actress Anna Nicole Smith’s

https://www.tangents.org/current-events/random-celebrity-death-and-the-sunshine-state/
https://www.tangents.org/current-events/random-celebrity-death-and-the-sunshine-state/


early demise.  It was widely speculated that she was on drugs,
but her death was still very surprising especially considering
her 20-year-old son, Daniel Smith’s shocking death just 3
months earlier.

During our latest outing to the Sunshine State in late January
of this year, it was Heath Ledger’s accidental overdose that
ruled the news.  At the time, I have to admit that I didn’t
know exactly who he was or what movies he was in, but I did
recognize what a big name he had in show business.  His death
took  everyone  by  surprise;  so  much  so,  that  the  event
completely dominated the news while we were in Florida.  With
gas prices the way they are, I don’t know if we’ll make it
back to Orlando this October as planned; we might have to push
it off until early next year in January or February or even
wait until the kids are older altogether…  But if we do decide
to go, I’ll put out the word to watch out for a random
celebrity’s unexpected passing…


