
How Far is Too Far?
Besides being a song from a show I was in once, this is a
question  we  ask  ourselves  over  and  over  again  as  the
government  or  some  other  entity  does  some  eyebrow-raising
stunt.  It seems a lot of such stunts have occurred in the
recent decades, and this one isn’t going to make you feel
better.  The question here is, what should a school be allowed
to do to keep tabs on their students or the school property
they use, in this case laptop computers?  A lawsuit has been
brought  against  a  school  district  for  remotely  activating
webcams when the computer is off-site.  This came to light
when  a  school  had  the  gall  to  discipline  a  student  for
something that happened at his home using webcam footage as
evidence.  Now I can fully understand monitoring computer use
when the computers are at the school.  After all, at school
students should be engaged in schoolwork.  But at home?  It
isn’t mentioned just what the student did at home, but even if
it had something to do with the computer, should the school
really be allowed to turn on the webcam?  What if the student
left his or her computer open in the bedroom while undressing
for the night or to shower?  I really hope this school goes
down for this, but not with some big financial settlement as
it would be the taxpayers of course who wind up paying.  What
a stupid decision, in my humble opinion of course.  Here is
the article:

.

BoingBoing: School used student laptop webcams to spy on them
at school and home

https://www.tangents.org/school/school-news/how-far-is-too-far/
https://www.boingboing.net/2010/02/17/school-used-student.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+boingboing/iBag+%28Boing+Boing%29
https://www.boingboing.net/2010/02/17/school-used-student.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+boingboing/iBag+%28Boing+Boing%29
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