Haven’t We Been Down This
Road Before?

Seems funny as of late that whenever my little berg 1is
mentioned in the news it is not the most optimistic of
moments. We are still in the throes of cleaning up the
remains of the town hall which was devastated by a
“microburst” a little more than a month ago. Today, another
quick storm passed through and wrecked more havoc. Around
11.30 at the construction site for the new K-6 grade addition
to our high school, an 18 year-old worker lost his life when a
section of unfinished wall collapsed and crushed him.

Living about a block away from the site, we heard police,
fire, and EMS sirens blaring and thought “here we go again.”

Voices imploring.. “Get those candles l1it!” “Get the
flashlights out!” Phooey.. it is daylight out. My dad went
down the street to get the grandkids (age 15 and 9) from the
trailer and informed us what the sirens were all about.

Of course, talk at work revolved around the tragedy. News
crews from Toledo and Ft. Wayne as well as representatives
from OSHA all converged on our little community.

Link to news video and story

Strange that the crew reportedly knew that something was
brewing but continued to work on.

May the young man’s family find solace in Him from this day’s
horrific events.
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Been Waiting Over 7 Years For
This!!!

I HAVE TICKETS TO SEE JACK HANNA!!!

I've been waiting MORE than 7 years for
this! Mr. Hanna became a personal hero of mine and Hubby's
around 1998, and as we were driving down to Florida from
Illinois for our honeymoon in 1999, we speculated on how cool
it would be to run into Jack Hanna since we were going to Sea
World (where he would and still does often appear). And guess
what happened? We ran into Jack Hanna at Sea World!!! We
were going down to an underwater viewing area for one of the
exhibits (don’t even remember which one, don’t care), and it
was roped off with a sign, “tv show taping in progress”. Just
as we turned around, they took down the ropes, and so we went
in, and there was Jack Hanna! And we were the only fans in
there with him! I got tougue-tied, and I forgot every
question I wanted to ask him, but luckily, Hubby was able to
explain to him what big fans we were. Jack Hanna autographed
a special picture for us, even writing our names on it, but
I'm sad to say that this honeymoon treasure was one of a few
coveted items that was put in a special box and left with so-
called trusted friends during a move when it wouldn’t fit into
our car. Unfortunately, the “friends” never sent the box to
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us as they promised, and who knows what has happened to our
Jack Hanna autograph or other treasures by now?

But that’s not the point. 1I’ve been hoping to replace it and
to see Mr. Hanna do a show, but he never has appearances close
to my corner of Ohio. He came to Toledo once 7 years ago, but
the ticket prices were kind of steep, especially since we
didn’t know if our then 2-year-old would enjoy it, plus we had
just moved to the state and didn’t know any babysitters. 1I've
regretted not going to Jack’s Toledo show ever since,
especially when he hasn’t come close to the area. But about a
month ago, I happened to check his website, and Jack was going
to be less than 2 hours away from us AS WELL as appearing in
the town where my parents live — TWO opportunities to see
him! So anyway, long story short, we have tickets to see JACK
HANNA in OCTOBER!!! I can’t wait! This is going to make it
so much easier for me to have to forget about the MLB post-
season this year (my team is terrible this year and
essentially eliminated themselves opening day).

Before the show, we are scheduled to attend a Jungle Jamboree
with Jack Hanna also! Maybe I can find a way to get my
honeymoon autographed picture replaced. Hubby actually tried
once to get me one for a birthday, but there was mis-
communication, and Jack Hanna signed it to my husband instead
of to me. I actually thought that was pretty funny and
classic Jack — totally something he would do as Jack tends to
use his brain to store animal facts rather than organizational
details. I think I’'ll bring my favorite book, Monkeys on the
Interstate for him to autograph also; I just have to sneak
backstage with all my things I want him to autograph somehow.

And I'll have to read Monkeys on the Interstate again just so
I can study up on it and write a list of questions down to ask
Jack in case I get the chance again — I WILL NOT get tongue-
tied this time!!! I’'ll have to take a break from reading the
Harry Potter series, so now I definitely won’t be finished in
time to get to see part one of the last Harry Potter movie



while it’s in the theater — OH WELL! I’'m going to see Jack
Hanna live on stage!!!
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Backyard Thrill Rides (Don’t
Try These At Home - Watch
Youtube Instead!)

In the newspaper the other day, there was an article that
caught my interest about a couple of college engineering
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students who built a homemade roller coaster in their back
yard (with mom’s reluctant approval). I figured there would
be video of their creation on youtube.com, but I was unable
to find the exact coaster from the article. I did, however,
find many videos featuring brave and creative souls fashioning
their own various types of thrill rides and testing them out -
some so amusing I had to put them together. You can probably
tell by the picture on the video if it’'’s going to be one
you'll want to watch in action. And by the way, more than a
few of these trials reminded me of that article I read and
wrote about a while back about reasons for common ER visits
called: Don’t Laugh, It Could Happen To You..

This guy rides his backyard roller coaster in a little chair,
and it even has an inversion:
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This guy uses a little mining type cart, and he seems to
achieve some pretty good speed:



This one looks more like it’s on train tracks, but it’s a long
ride, and he also looks like he hits some pretty decent
speeds:



This one’s not a roller coaster, but sort of homemade
gravitron:



Are you going to be as surprised as I was about the speeds
this ATV uses to wind up this poor lady’'s sling shot? This 1is
one heck of a human sling shot!!



And finally, this video begins with saying this kid’s parents
were out of town.. uh, oh. This guy builds a slip n’ slide
off the 2nd story of his house. Does anyone else find it
funnily ironic that the test subject gets congratulated after

his run by a guy with his arm in a sling? The first tester,
perhaps?



Early morning

I woke up a little before my alarm this morning. Wide awake at
4:00 am. I realize this is because I went to sleep much
earlier than normal, but still that was an hour of sleep I
could have used. []

Oh well.

Hard drive restore is going slowly, but is making progress. So
far I've been able to restore 1 partition from the drive and
I'm working on reading data off of the primary partition. It
looks like all of my recent additions are completely
corrupted. That just means more time spent doing what was just
finished. So much for digitizing my CD collection.

I think, but I'm not positive yet, that I will be able to get
most of the important stuff restored. The drive itself is on
its last legs, so I'm not sure how long it will keep spinning.
Most of the restore software I’'ve been able to get my hands on
are telling me the same thing. The drive is failing, and I
should back it up. Unfortunately, the drive is failing and
doesn’t like being ‘backed up’. Different software does allow
me to restore different parts of the drive, so that is a plus.

For those interested, I'm now using some restore utilities on
Ubuntu Linux to access the drive. After this is done, I’'1ll
mount the drive in an external bay and see if Windows will see
it better. It may take some time before the Linux is finished,
because it stops when it doesn’t fix/copy a file. The more
problems it runs up against, the more it stops. Unfortunately,
when I am at work I can’t hit the button to make it continue.
It does try to do multiple reads before saying it can’t copy
it, so that is a plus. It also does a file compare after the
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check, to make sure it was a clean copy. That just takes
forever when the drive being copied is failing.

Since I woke up early, I was able to continue the process 10
times, for files that could not be copied. Every one of those
was something I can live without. I just have to wait until it
is done before I can see what I got back.

Two Week Break

BOO0O0O! No break, please. But I suppose my vocal coach and
her family is entitled to some fun over the summer. I can
take this time to scour my books and find more and More and
MORE! music to work on.. no worries, I won’'t kill myself just
get some more songs that appeal to me. Kathrine has offered
to make some copies of Conductor pieces, but I still cannot
find a copy of “Thuy’s Death/You Will Not Touch Him” a
powerful, dramatic duet from Miss Saigon.
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I have already copied some music from a few Lloyd Webber
shows, some of my favorite Alan Menken/Howard Ashman Disney
character pieces, and a few more duets. I have had a few
people state an interest in singing a duet with me so I'm
doing my best to find some. I have a serious one to work on
with another tangenteer.. wherever she is. YOOHOO! Plus, I am
still continuing my preparation for Hound of the Baskervilles.

Why does it seem to me that most guys grow a beard in the
winter? I’'m one of the few who grow one in the summer in the
90+ degree, humid weather.. ah, well such is the life of a
performer. You would have thought my time Fiddling on that
Roof 8 years ago would have made me leary of growing another
beard, but Oh, No.. not me.. whatever the role calls for, I will
do! Even before the audition []

O0oook.. so two weeks off. [J Still thinking a weekend gig would
be fun with some friends joining me. Come on tangenteers!

Cincinnati Kids

When I wrote about our trip to King’s Island (an amusement
park near Cincinnati Ohio) a few blog posts ago, I mentioned
how I have the behind-the-scenes Brady Bunch book written by
the actor who played Greg Brady on the show, Barry Williams.
A few nights ago, I looked up the episode in the book where
the Bradys visit King's Island, and I read the synopsis
(including the part about how the Bradys almost didn’t make it
off The Racer roller coaster alive! If you watch the episode,
look for their terrified faces as they pulled into the station
— that was not acting!) and dug up clips of the episode on
youtube.com

If you've been to King'’s Island recently or in the past 10 or
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20 years, then you will see how much the park has changed
since this episode was filmed — enjoy!



4 Down..

My husband fell ill over the weekend, and he had to leave a
show early that we went to see together on Sunday. By Monday
night, my two littlest kids were throwing up, and Hubby and I
stayed up late cleaning them up and comforting them. Monday
night, I had a dream that we were on a trip, and we were
scheduled to leave our vacation, but I was sick and worried
about the 3-4 hour car ride. When I awoke, I was really sick
— so this thing has struck down 4 of us, and my 2 oldest
daughters remain unaffected as of yet.

We are busy people! I already rescheduled the dentist
appointment we won’t make, but I don’t know what to do about
our church’s Kidstuf play Hubby and I are directing -
rehearsal is tonight. I don’'t see how I’'ll be able to make
it, but I also don’t understand how to summon the energy to
stay home with sick little ones when I'm feeling so incredibly
lousy. Complicating things is the fact that my two oldest
girls are also in Kidstuf, and they had to miss the first
rehearsal because they were at their Grandma’s. There is a
waiting list for kids who want to be in Kidstuf, and so the
kids who are chosen to be in it are not supposed to miss even
one rehearsal. If my kids get sick, they will have to miss
another rehearsal, and I'm so worried for them that they won't
get to do the show!

So today, I have to find a way to navigate around the thumping
in my head and the visits to the bathroom (sorry, but here we
are) to care for my 4 kids so Hubby can work. And I have to
do things in a way that won’t spread this super-contagious
illness (it says something when I get an illness — I don’'t
usually get sick ever!) to the remaining healthy ones in my
family.
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Anyone want to babysit? []

I should know bhetter..

Why didn’t I back this drive up? I know it was the old
machine. I didn’t really do that much on it. Surf the web,
write a blog, catch up on a ball game. No I didn’t do much on
this machine.

The hard drive crashed/failed. I think I will be able to get
some of the pictures that were on this machine. I think I have
duplicates of all of them, but I'm not sure yet. My daughters
did their homework on this machine, and I think all the old
reports are toast.

Some recent pictures that I took with the phone are gone. A
new e-book list, vanished. Software updates poof. Some music
became an electronic ghost.

Hmm.. I do have another hard drive I can drop in this machine.
I think I know where the windows install disk is. Maybe I can
get the machine functioning again. I may drop in some other
operating system. Who knows.

Then there is one other loss. I’'ve never used it. It was there
like a memorial for the past 6.5 years. Kept when I upgraded
the computer. Disk imaged over when I got this drive. Gone are
some web bookmarks. Little used since 2003, simply marked
“Sarah’s Favorites”.
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You Cain't Say No to
OKLAHOMA! by Jamiahsh

Yes, my first byline appeared in today’s local newspaper.
VERY exciting and fun how it came about. Last Thursday, I
received an email asking if I would like to go an review the
local production of OKLAHOMA!. The extremely talented regular
reviewer of theatrical productions was unavailable for press
night. The fact that he is also the president of the board
for the non-profit theatre group also might have played a
role. So, I quickly replied and was really excited about the
opportunity.

Just prior to the beginning of my voice lesson, I hear my cell
phone ring (and no it is no longer what I was informed was the
theme to “Sex and the City..” never seen either the tv show..
or the movie). I quickly got the details.. time was the most
important thing, the rest I pretty much figured out on my own.

A small town community theatre needs positive feedback from
the media. These are not paid professionals performing here.

As I have said before, the show is not one of my favorites
for many reasons.. chief among them is the length. However, I
am pleased to say that Fountain City Festival’s performance
was top notch. It was very easy to mention all of the
principal actors and a few of the veterans who have been
involved in the eleven shows the group has produced (two of
which I have been 1in).

The production team decided to remain totally faithful to
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s original. So faithful that only 8
measures of the score were dropped. Everything gelled nicely;
the acting, singing, orchestra, set, costuming, and
choreography were all superb. Where most groups may drop such
moments as the Dream Ballet for the benefit of time or the
lack of decent dancers, the sequence was included and it was


https://www.tangents.org/review/you-caint-say-no-to-oklahoma-by-jamiahsh/
https://www.tangents.org/review/you-caint-say-no-to-oklahoma-by-jamiahsh/
https://fcflive.com/2010/06/07/our-summer-2010-show-oklahoma/

extraordinary. In fact, all of the big dance numbers were
high energy and very engaging. All of the performers on stage
(from Curly all the way to the cameo performers) remarkably
brought their roles to life. The director also was involved
on stage.. very fun. He surely had a lot of help from his
production team. I have also worked with the vocal director
and pit conductor in the past.

While there was a lot of good to put in the review, it was
hard to put into a coherent article. Who wants to read a
review containing the same adjectives over and over. I had to
put in a bit of the history.. which was easy for the show which
kicked off the modern musical.. as well as enough of the plot
to engage anyone who might not know the show. Plus be kind to
everyone involved. Finally.. shortly after 1AM Friday morning
(about the same amount of time it took for the entire show), I
forwarded a copy. It only took a three editions of the paper
to see the light of day. It could have stood a bit of editing
to reflect the show dates. I just hope no one tries to attend
a performance tonight.

So... anyone in the area who wants to see a great performance
of the most classic of modern musicals.. check out the
remaining shows this weekend. Just forget how dated the
material is. I do think there is an audience for these light-
hearted shows. And as the banner on the website says:
Professional Quality Theatre in Northwest Ohio. And another
piece to add to my resume! Right up there with a little
television performance.



Just Too Scary..

My son is newly 2 years old, and he has a favorite movie:
Monster House. He asks for it by name, and he just loves it —
even if some parts are so scary that he has to watch it from

behind his hands:
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