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Evening Ramblings
It  is  about  time  to  get  some  shuteye  this  evening,  but
unfortunately I’ve gotten my second wind. That never bodes
well for getting a good nights sleep. While I was getting
sleepy while watching a show with my daughter, just after the
show ended, I’m wide awake.

I’m already getting sick and tired of the political season,
and  we  aren’t  out  of  the  primaries  yet.  I’m  might  be
physically ill by the time the general election rolls around.

Baseball news isn’t too good for the teams I follow.. Extra
inning losses for both the Cubs and Tigers. While I’m a life
long Tiger fan, I follow and root for the Cubs as long as they
aren’t playing the Tigers. I guess you would call me a Cub
convert.

A sunny warm day and warm evening would be wonderful. I think
I’ve had enough snow, ice and rain to last for a while.
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I think I learned my lesson about grocery shopping on an empty
stomach. I just went in for some milk and potatoes for dinner
this evening. I had everything else I needed. I picked up
berries, a roasted chicken, some other odds and ends I didn’t
need. Oh well, it shouldn’t go to waste. The chicken was very
good.

I think I need to find a movie to watch for later this week.
I’m not sure what I want to watch.

Oh well, I should try to sleep….

Ever  wonder  where  our  gas
money is going?
Nothing to do with teaching, but check this link out.  Crazy.

Saudi  prince  promises  £5bn  desert  spire  TWICE  as  tall  as
nearest rival being built

Help  me  make  the  music  of
the…
Hmm. Mr. Webber’s Phantom of the Opera line doesn’t quite work
since this was during the day. How about, “The hills are
alive, with the sound of music…” Yep, that works better. If
you haven’t guessed by now the position I subbed for today was
music.  Elementary  music.  Like  most  specials  jobs  in  the
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district I was in, it was a traveling job, but fortunately
this time I went to the right school first. The first two
classes were great. They were fourth graders and they were
really  focused.  As  they  were  in  a  unit  about  stage
productions/musicals, they got to watch a video with scenes
with  a  couple  of  famous  dancers  if  you  thought  of  Billy
Elliot, you are dead wrong. In fact, he’s not even real. Did
you know there is actually a musical based on this movie by
the way?. Nope, not Michael Flatley. At least he’s real, but
you are thinking too modern! Go way back to the 1930s-1950s to
get this one. Okay, you have them- Fred Astaire and Gene
Autry… No wait, not the kind of dancing that involves bullets
at your feet- Gene Kelly of course.

Anyway, they saw scenes from a few shows including Ziegfeld
Follies, Royal Wedding, and, of course, Singin’ in the Rain.
In Royal Wedding, There was a strange scene where Astaire
danced not only on the floor, but on the walls and ceiling as
well! If you go to the Royal Wedding link and check out the
trivia for it you can find out how they did it. These days
they  would  just  use  computers  of  course.  The  kids  really
enjoyed that scene, as well as Kelly getting wet in Singin’ in
the Rain.

I wish I could say that the fifth graders at the other school
did as well with this video, but I can’t. There were technical
difficulties (the LMC gave me a DVD player that was broken- it
wouldn’t play the disc) and the first class just talked and
talked, even after I finally got another player and started
the movie. The second class was a little better, but still
excitable during some scenes. The third class did much better,
though not quite up to the fourth graders.

Finally, I had lunch then four afternoon classes with younger
grades. No video for them, but instead the second graders
worked on a show they were doing- we just went through all
their songs on CD. I noticed this show involves the fifth
grade as well. At first I wondered why the teacher didn’t have
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me do this plan with that grade, but remembering how the first
two classes went I quickly shelved that question. First grade
had yet a different lesson, which we only got partway through,
but that was expected by the teacher. Well, that’s it for now.

Fever Pitch
Originally this post was called “CUBS WIN!!!”  And I followed
it up with: gee, I sure hope I’m not jinxing anything by
posting this.  And as I was typing that, the dang Brewers
scored 3 runs!  Now that I’ve changed the title of the post,
the awful half-inning ended and the Cubs are now up with a
chance  to  save  the  game  and  have  one  man  on  base.  
Unfortunately for me, I will have to miss the finale and
seeing if the Cubs pull it off because I can’t suspend my
entire life for baseball, as much as I’d like to.  I already
rearranged my schedule around this game today, and wouldn’t
you know it, there were not one, but TWO rain delays, which is
why the Cubs are still playing and why I have to miss the end
of the game because my poor family has gone without dinner
long enough!  So, hope for me and for the Cubs that they pull
this off – I must say it’s starting to look good with 2 men on
now and NO OUTS – this game has reached a fever pitch as their
pitcher is starting to choke and walk Cubs out the wazoo….  OH
MY GOSH – FUKUDOME JUST HIT A 3-RUN HOMER TO TIE THE GAME!!! 
My daughter can stand in the rain waiting for me to pick her
up, can’t she?  It’s opening day!  Is there an emoticon for
fingers crossed?!?!?
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Baby Names – Part II
Well, we have narrowed down our choices for baby names! 
(Insert drum roll here) They are:
FIRST NAMES:
Mallory
Lindsay
Evangeline
MIDDLE NAMES:
Autumn
Athina (or Athena as it’s usually spelled; I like the first
one better)
Alexandra

We know we want a middle name that starts with an “A” because
all of our girls have one.  We’re just not sure which name we
like with which middle name.  If you’ve read my previous
posts, especially the one called Baby Names, you can see that
I’ve given up my ideal name of Frances.  Ok, it’s not my ideal
name, that’s why I gave up on it, but I did want to name the
baby after my late grandmother.  I just wish she had a name
that was a little easier to convince my husband to name our
baby and for me to WANT to name the baby.  Anyway, these are
the final three so we’ll see how it turns out.  I am the one
who signs the birth certificate in the hospital, so I can
always sneak whatever I want on there, including Frances if I
so desire…  JUST KIDDING!  I wouldn’t do that…  unless they
pump me full of some crazy drugs to get through the labor… 
then I can’t be held accountable for my actions.  But nothing
is set in stone yet; we’re still a few months away – I will
site the example of my youngest-for-now.  Her name was going
to be Sydney until I was about 7 months pregnant…  then all of
a sudden I said to my husband, I don’t think I like that name
anymore!  I thought it was the hormones causing my sudden
change of heart, but to my surprise, my husband agreed that HE
didn’t like the name anymore either!  We think it might have
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had something to do with our other daughters calling her Cindy
– they could not grasp the concept of reversing the sounds. 
So anyway, these are the finalists in the name race for now, I
will keep you posted on any changes!

Last day of March…
And that means that April Fool’s Day is tomorrow…

I’ve  always  like  this  day,  since  I  have  a  very  gullible
daughter. My tricks on her are infamous in family discussions.
I’m searching my devious little brain right now trying to come
up with another trick or more that I can pull on anyone of my
daughters.

I also have to think of a prank or two to pull on people at
work.. Can’t be too bad, or I’ll get in trouble.

Anyone know of any good gags, pranks, tricks?

I’ll post if I am able to pull anything off tomorrow. Be on
your guard if I know you… You will never know if a prank is in
your future..

There’s An Awful Lot You Can
Tell About a Person By Their
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Shoes…
Where they’re going. Where they’ve been.  I’ve worn lots of
shoes.  I bet if I think about it real hard I could remember
my first pair of shoes…   – FORREST GUMP

The  preceding  quote  comes  to  mind  because  Disney,  our
youngest-for-now, got her first pair of shoes yesterday!  She
loves them!  She always asks to wear them, even if it’s just
for around the house.  But she always ends up just wearing one
somehow and losing the other, so I wonder what Forrest Gump
would think of that?  At first when she got them on, she just
stood there, as if locked in cement.  Her big sister Taylor
helped her learn to walk in them – it was adorable.  She was
so patient with her without doing too much for her and giving
in by picking her up.  Finally, Disney learned to walk in her
new shoes and loves them.  Pretty soon she’ll be running
around in her new shoes with me waddling behind her trying to
keep up!

Seeing her “stuck” there when she thought she couldn’t walk
reminded me of my other daughter Samantha, who is now almost
4.  When Sammie was learning to walk, it was summertime, and
she was wearing sandals, so she’d be walking, walking, then as
soon as she hit the grass – STOP!  And she’d be stuck there
too, just like Disney was in her new shoes.  It’s strange how
learning to walk is such a huge new experience, yet I’ve never
met anyone who remembers going through it…  I think it’s much
more fun being on the parent side, this time around, but then
again, I can’t really name an experience that isn’t!
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One Day More
Ah…. opening day at Yankee Stadium, the last opening day at
Yankee Stadium as the Bronx Bombers will be moving next year
to the new park across the street. I was anticipating a great
game  with  a  huge  opening  ceremony  and  all  the  pomp  and
celebration to open the final season in the House that Ruth
Built. Alas, it was not to be.

1;05 came and went. The sportscasters on ESPN kept promising
to start the game as soon as possible. Then, the channel
switched to the Detroit Tigers game. A short time later, the
screen went dark announcing a blackout in the area. I then
switched the channel to WGN to see if the Chicago Cubbies game
was still on. They were also under a rain delay. How ironic
that Chicago and New York were getting rain while Detroit was
able to start their game on time. I’m sure a certain Tigers
fan will have something profound to say about that.

In the end, the Cubs game started shortly after 3. However, it
was raining enough in New York to postpone Yankee Stadium‘s
swan song season for one day.

As of this posting, the Cubs were under another another rain
delay and the Tigers were tied in the 10th inning

Not Very Funny….
Said Short Round to Willie Scott after he nearly fell through
the hole of a rickety bridge crossing a wide chasm where
hungry crocodiles awaited a tasty morsel. (Indiana Jones and
the Temple of Doom)
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As my Liswathistani friend so eloquently pointed out, several
people at the wedding reception on Saturday did come down with
a case of the dreaded scoots. We have come to the conclusion
that it stemmed from some bad creamed chicken sandwiches which
are usually very good. Apparently, the canned chicken (which
was purchased a week ago) was bad.

All day long, we laughed and joked about the situation. It was
definitely a reception no one will forget. Tonight around 10
o’ clock, it became not so funny. Apparently, two of the
groom’s relatives are in the hospital with food poisoning. One
of them is hooked to an IV.

The  bride  called  the  store  this  afternoon  to  explain  the
situation and ask about the return policy. I imagine tomorrow
she will be inquiring about the liability policy. They will be
getting a copy of the bills. Thank heaven all I have done is
take some anti-diarrhea medication which seems to be doing the
trick. Ironic how something that seems funny one moment can be
so serious soon after.


