
Pet Day
What a frenzied way to start off the shortened week after a 3
day weekend – it was Pet Day at my oldest daughter’s school
today.  So this morning saw us trying to unload a parrot, a
19-month-old little girl and a dog from the car, all while
trying to get the other dog to stay in the car – it must’ve
made for a funny scene.  We had to bring our “veteran” dog
with in the car since the other pets got to go out, but she
was not invited into the classroom because of her nervousness
around kids.  So while she stayed in the car, Squawky the
parrot and Beesley the dog visited a classroom full of 2nd
graders.

It went surprisingly well!  And we were very impressed with
our normally shy daughter, who got up in front of her whole
class to tell about her pets.  She shared information about
them, and patiently called on individuals from her class and
answered their questions.  Neither pet had any accidents in
the classroom, and the kids seemed to really enjoy seeing and
learning about the animals.  Squawky got shy and wouldn’t talk
for the kids of course, he never does, though he did yell out
“HI!” when we entered the school – wonder if anyone heard that
or what they thought it was?  He enjoyed himself, didn’t bite
any of my husband’s fingers off, and returned home in time for
a relaxing perch in front of The Price is Right.  Beesley
loved being around all those kids, I think her only problem
was being on a leash so she couldn’t be let loose to turn onto
her back and let them all pet her at once.

Now, should we try Pet Day at the preschool with my younger
daughter?  I wonder how a roomful of 3-5 year olds would
handle the parrot and vice-versa…  I will let you know if I
get brave enough to attempt that one!

https://www.tangents.org/pets/pet-day/


Remember
Today as we go about our everyday busy lives or maybe enjoy a
barbeque with friends and family, it should be appropriate to
take just a moment to reflect upon why we have this day off
from work.  Right now, it may not be the most popular public
view to have men and women in Iraq fighting for the past seven
years but those men and women have parents, spouses, children,
and other loved ones who are hoping and praying for their safe
return.  Also to remember those lost in not only the current
overseas  struggle  but  also  those  lost  in  previous  wars.  
Without those, we would not have had the many freedoms we all
hold dear.  So hopefully everyone took just a few moments
while eating that hot dog around the picnic table to maybe not
attend a Memorial Day Service but just stop and think about
the people who have fought and continue to fight whether or
not it seems like the right thing to do.

Daughter #1
My oldest daughter and I have a different history. I met her
when she was around 18 months old. I was a big Dungeons and
Dragons  player  when  I  first  met  my  future  wife  and  her
daughter. This charming little 18 month old helped me roll the
dice so necessary in the game. I sat on the floor behind a
‘fortress’ of a coffee table with my books, and bags of dice.
She sat with me, playing with whatever toys she had, and
rolling the (according to her) color balls. Didn’t matter to
her that they were pyramids, cubes and other solid shapes. She

https://www.tangents.org/holiday/remember/
https://www.tangents.org/family/daughter-1/
https://https://www.wizards.com/default.asp?x=dnd/welcome
https://https://www.wizards.com/default.asp?x=dnd/welcome


really made an impression on all the gaming folks. Somehow
this got in her blood, because now she is in her own gaming
group. They are good gamers, and they even allow the “Old Man”
to pop in from time to time.

Now, because of the wishes of my late wife, my eldest did not
know that I was not her bio dad until after my wife’s death.
We were going to answer her, if and when she ever questioned
her heredity. Things came up, when I thought that it was time
to tell her. I’m not sure if my wife would have agreed, but I
didn’t have her to ask. Apparently, I was as good a father to
her as I was to her sisters. She thought I was kidding. Seeing
that I’m a big prankster on the 1st of April, I guess I can
understand where this comes from. She was a bit (maybe an
understatement!!)  shocked.  I  recall  her  wondering  if  this
changed  anything.  My  response  to  her  was  simple,  “Our
relationship will only change if you want it too, I’ve always
known. I will treat you the same as always. I was the lucky
one, when I got married, I not only added a wife, but a
daughter at the same time. It wasn’t hard to love these two
precious people.”

Now my eldest didn’t always follow the rules of the house. Her
life was spent trying to push the limits. Not that she was
ever a bad kid, but she did seem to want to push her parents
as far as she could. I always thought she did this because she
was super intelligent. I know she kept her mother and me on
our toes.

Again I will say, I really don’t have a favorite daughter.
They all stand out in many ways. I love them all dearly, but
the eldest does hold a special place, she is the one I chose
to make mine.



Godspell Or Not
My favorite Andrew Lloyd Webber musical is by far his most
controversial. Jesus Christ Superstar may not be the most
accurate  telling  of  Christ’s  triumphant  entrance  into
Jerusalem up to the point of his crucifixion, but the music
found in this show is some of the most powerful, moving, and
beautiful ever to be put on stage. Correct me if I am wrong,
but  I  believe  that  the  controversy  originated  because  it
indeed tells the story of Jesus as a man seen largely through
the eyes of the confused, almost sympathetic Judas.

The most powerful part of the show is Jesus in the Garden of
Gethsemane praying to His Father. Christ asks God why he must
be the one to suffer and die on the cross and indeed what his
death will mean in the big picture. Will he be more noticed
then he ever was before. Would the things he said and did
matter any more. By the end of the triumphant piece, he has
accepted the role he must play whether or not he understands
what the ultimate consequence for those he leaves behind will
be. He will drink the cup of poison and allow himself to be
broken and nailed to the tree…. but he wants it to be done
quickly or he will change his mind. All too human.

One of my favorite parts of the show is King Herod and his
show stopping song. A totally flamboyant character who makes a
list of demands for Jesus to perform in order to prove that he
indeed is the Christ. Walk across my swimming pool, change my
water into wine, etc. By the end of the vaudevillian act,
Herod has become annoyed with Jesus and his unwillingness to
perform the simple tasks. He condemns Jesus as just another
false Messiah and not worthy to be prosecuted by him and sends
him back to Pilate to be judged. One of the only comedic
moments in the entire production. I cannot see it done in
anyway that it would not be memorable.

“I Don’t Know How To Love Him” is probably the most famous

https://www.tangents.org/theatre/godspell-or-not/
https://www.ticketsnow.com/Theater_Tickets/Jesus_Christ_Superstar_Tickets.html
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song in the musical and is sung by Mary Magdalene. After she
soothes an upset Jesus to sleep, Mary reflects on her feelings
of physical love for the man. She has never known another like
him and as a prostitute has known many but has never loved.
She does not know how to and indeed if she should act on those
feelings. Plus, if he were to say he loved her in return she
would not know what to do. She is a frightened young woman.

There are so many layers to this masterpiece (and I hope that
it will be the show Lord Webber is most remembered for) that
it would take hours to explain and debate its significance.
Controversial or not it is hard not to imagine what Jesus
would be thinking or feeling if he were an ordinary 33 year
old man placed in such an extraordinary position. And this
comes from someone who has never seen a staged production but
pictures  in  his  minds  eye  while  he  listens  to  the  music
without the visual. It must be magnificent (as long as it is
not the 1973 film adaptation that I found to be horrible).

Only BLOCKBUSTER Total Access let’s you Rent Movies Online
with the Flexibility to Exchange In-store!

Premium Seating and Tickets to Sold Out Events

Death Returns To Hogwarts
Tonight while at work, a co-worker as me if I had heard the
news about the stabbing death of Harry Potter in a brawl.
WHAT?! I was shocked to say the least. She was not sure if it
was true or not but she thought she saw the headline flash
across the CNN ticker earlier today. Thank heaven she asked me
this with 15 minutes before closing time, I do not think I

https://www.blockbuster.com/catalog/movieDetails/18041
https://www.tkqlhce.com/click-2873980-10517950
https://www.tkqlhce.com/click-2873980-10517950
https://www.jdoqocy.com/click-2873980-10284051
https://www.tangents.org/in-the-news/death-returns-to-hogwarts/


could have withstood 8 hours not knowing if the report was
true or not. Of course, this would not be the first time one
of the actors in the franchise had met with tragedy. Prior to
the theatrical release of the second movie Harry Potter and
the Chamber of Secrets, Richard Harris who played Professor
Albus Dumbledore passed away. Subsequently, Michael Gambon has
played the role in the remainder of the films.

However, it was not Daniel Radcliffe himself. Another young
actor named Robert Knox (who just completed filming his scenes
as Marcus Belby in Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince) was
untimely struck down outside a London tavern over something as
trivial as a cell phone. Senseless, tragic.

Harry Potter Paperback Box Set (Books 1-6)

Well, that’s all she wrote…
…for the 5th graders in children’s ministry that is.  What? 
Did you think I meant I was done with this blog?  Today the
5th graders made their exit from children’s ministry.  In a
couple of weeks they will officially enter student ministries
as junior high students.  Being Memorial Day weekend didn’t
help though as there were a few who didn’t make it due to
traveling, though fortunately not too many.  The Junior high
pastor (I think? I don’t remember the other one leaving) came
in with a couple other leaders and spoke with them about the
welcome night, things to expect in junior high, etc.  The kids
were prayed over and given certificates- a sort of graduation
I  guess.   Of  course,  some  won’t  really  be  in  junior
high/middle school if they go to a public school in the area
where 6th grade is still elementary, but at the church 6th
grade is junior high even for them.

https://www.news.com.au/story/0,23599,23757973-2,00.html
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0439887453?ie=UTF8&tag=morsblo-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0439887453
https://www.tangents.org/church/well-thats-all-she-wrote/


So, kids I have been working with for the last two years are
now gone and in two weeks the third grade moves up to take
their  place.   They  should  recognize  me  though,  at  least
Saturday night kids, as I have been in the kid’s drama.  This
is supposed to be the time then to heavily advertise camp, but
the early bird discount will be over by then as camp is one
short  month  away,  and  unless  things  change  significantly,
yours truly will be joining them for the week.  I have said
before that that one week last year was very powerful for me
spiritually, and I hope it will be the same for me this year-
and for whoever will be in my cabin this time around.

Going back to drama, the headline applies here as well.  It is
done for the season, not to start again until next fall with a
new theme.  My usual exit line, to tell the audience to be
sure to tune in next week, reflected this as well, instead
telling them to be sure to trust Jesus since He’s the only one
who can make us super human.  I also added a line for the
third graders- that they would see me (“someone who looks like
me”) in two weeks.  Heh, heh…  So at the end, we added cast
bows, and on reflection, I should have walked over to the
puppet as well, since the puppeteer couldn’t very well step
out and take a bow too.  Oh, well.

Same  Cat  Time,  Same  Cat
Channel
Batman has undergone several transformations in the 70 years
of his creation. One of the most debated is the television
series that ran on ABC television from 1966-1968. It was an
all-out camp version of the Dark Knight that at first
delighted fans and was an instant smash, in fact it spawned a

https://www.tangents.org/tv-shows-movies/same-cat-time-same-cat-channel/
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theatrical version that did not do well. Stars Adam West and
Burt Ward were forever typecast in the roles of the dynamic
duo.

The formula for the first season of Bat-episodes was the same
throughout. One of Batman’s colorful adversaries would commit
a heinous crime. Commissioner Gordon would use the red bat-
phone to call the caped crusader for help. Bruce Wayne and his
“youthful ward” Dick Grayson slid down the batpoles to the
mysterious Batcave in the catacombs beneath Stately Wayne
Manor to instantly change into the crimefighters. Then would
race in the Batmobile to police headquarters and learn what
problems had befallen the good citizens of Gotham City.
Shortly thereafter, the heroes would follow the clues to the
hideout of the villain of the week which usually led to a
cartoonish Bat-fight full of “Biff”s, “Bam”s, and “Crash”s.
Then, the villain would place the duo in a seemingly
unescapable trap and leave. TO BE CONTINUED. In the
conclusion, the heroes would escape the deadly trap with the
aid of their utility belts, hunt down the evildoers, and stop
their dastardly plot.

By the mid-point of the 2nd season, the formula was becoming
weak, the creators of the comic book were becoming
increasingly embarrassed by the campiness. Batgirl was
introduced, but she did little to improve things (although
Yvonne Craig did fit the costume very well, thank you very
much) and the series was soon canceled.

The best thing about the series was the rogues gallery of
supervillains who would attempt to bring chaos and destruction
to the fair metropolis � . The Riddler, The Joker, Catwoman,
and The Penguin were the main adversaries carried over from
the comic book adventures. During its heyday, several stars of
the 60s wanted to cash in on the series popularity and new
(often forgettable) villains were created. Dastardly
nogoodnicks like Egghead (played with egg-cellent
deliciousness by Vincent Price), King Tut, Shame, Bookworm,



and Liberace (?) as Chandel are but a few of the one or two
time villains of the week.

Then we had the ridiculous phrases uttered by the Boy Wonder…
“Holy (…), Batman!” Some of the more ridiculous utterances:

Holy uncanny photographic mental processes

Holy one track batcomputer mind

Holy priceless collection of Etruscan snoods

Holy interplanetary yardstick

In total, the Boy Wonder made 356 of the goofball, but at
times timely, observations.

Only the theatrical Batman movie has ever made it to DVD.
However, if you follow one of these two links, you two can
have hours of entertainment or at least a few laughs at the
campiness that was Batman of the 1960s.

https://youtube.com/embed/user/MondayNitroIII

https://youtube.com/embed/user/FanOfBats

Your  one  stop  shop  for  Batman,  Superman,  and  more  –
WBShop.com!

OOPSIE!
 

What NOT to do after getting pulled over:

https://www.bat-mania.co.uk/trivia/holyrobin.htm
https://youtube.com/embed/user/MondayNitro!!!
https://youtube.com/embed/user/FanOfBats
https://www.anrdoezrs.net/click-2873980-10447850
https://www.tangents.org/uncategorized/oopsie/


Cops:  Niles  Man  Backs  Over  Squad
Car After Getting Ticketed
Illinois: Police puzzled over driver who drove up and over a
squad car.

A man who had been pulled over and ticketed by police ran
backward up and onto a Buffalo Grove squad car Friday morning,
apparently in his haste to drive off.

Henry Raskin, 70, of Niles had been pulled over by a Buffalo
Grove officer on the 400 block of Dundee Road around 11:30
a.m. Friday for driving 58 mph in a 35 mph zone, Sgt. Scott
Kristiansen said.

The officer wrote the ticket and returned to the car, and
Raskin  got  ready  to  drive  away.  Except  he  went  flying
backward.

“(He) apparently was going to pull away at a high rate of
speed, but the only problem was that he was in reverse,”
Kristiansen said.

He said Raskin was not happy about getting a ticket. He said
police  are  reviewing  the  squad  car  videotape  to  see  what
Raskin might also be charged with.

Raskin was taken to Northwest Community Hospital in Arlington

https://tangents.org/4/files/2008/05/car-on-police-car.jpg


Heights as a precaution.

Kristiansen said police don’t believe Raskin has any medical
conditions that could have led to the crash. Raskin’s age also
didn’t seem to play a factor, he said.

The  officer,  a  20-year  veteran  of  the  Buffalo  Grove
department,  was  not  injured,  but  his  car  will  be  out  of
service for a while.

“He ended up with the left rear wheel of the car coming
through  his  windshield,  about  6  inches  from  his  face,”
Kristiansen said. “Luckily, he was not injured.”

The squad car suffered significant damage to the front end,
including the windshield and the hood.

Kristiansen said the police investigation so far shows the
officer initiated the traffic stop properly. He said officers
are trained to treat every stop as if it isn’t a routine
procedure so that they are aware when unexpected circumstances
like this one take place.

“The officer stopped the car properly and positioned himself
properly,” he said.

From the dailyherald.com

My little girl
My second daughter is the one most like me. She wanted to do
the things I did, and wanted a working tool set when she was
younger.  Somewhere  between  then  and  now,  she  grew  up  and
became  a  young  woman,  wife  and  mother.  She  just  had  a
birthday. She lives many states away. I couldn’t be with her.

https://www.tangents.org/family/my-little-girl/


I called her “my little girl” from the moment she was born.
While her sisters wanted Mom, she wanted me. I was the one to
put her to sleep when she was a cranky baby. I looked after
her early cuts and bruises. I carried her on many outings. Her
sisters think that she is my favorite child. In that they are
mistaken. I really don’t have favorites (surprise girls!!).
They are all very near and dear to me for reasons as unique as
they are. The thing is, K will always be Daddy’s Little Girl,
no matter how old she gets.

I hope she had a happy one.

I was planning on writing something about each daughter some
time around a birthday. That would take until December to
finally get to the last one. I think I’ll just pick a random
daughter  tomorrow  and  write  again….  And  then  around  each
birthday, I can write something different. Maybe this can give
them more insight as to how their old man thinks… If they read
this at all

19 years ago…
The first Indiana Jones movie was released 19 years ago. My
wife and I didn’t go to movies often. At that time we had 3
daughters at home the youngest was 1 1/2 years old. Somehow we
got to a movie theater to see this one. When we did go to
movies, they were usually action movies. My wife was hard of
hearing, and she felt she got more out of the action movies,
because she didn’t need the dialog. On this movie, she said
she was wrong. We waited for the movie to come to the cheaper
theaters just to see it again, so she could watch the lips an
pick up more dialog. Then when they came to video, we actually
bought them to get the closed captioning. Except for the 2nd

https://www.tangents.org/movies-reviews/19-years-ago/


movie,  we  watched  these  shows  over  and  over  again.  Our
children grew to like them too (something about brainwashing
could go in here, they were just repeatedly shown 2 of the
Indiana Jones Movies).

Then came today. Since 1989 a lot has changed. My children
grew up, the baby at that time is now 20. My youngest is 16.
Two other daughters are married. I have grandkids. I am a
widower… This was the first Indiana Jones Movie I did not see
with my wife. There is a piece missing to the show. That after
show conversation, trying to fill my wife into some of the
dialog.  Her  squeezing  my  hand  when  something  in  the  show
startled her. Her say how good looking either Harrison Ford or
eventually Sean Connery was. Complaining about all the new
characters, the story, or just whatever. Who we liked, who we
didn’t.  And  after  the  first  two  movies  and  the  Alan
Quartermain spoofs, watching the third, saying when will we
see the new Alan Quartermain??? There never was a 3rd Alan
Quartermain. By the time the last Indiana Jones rolled out,
the lead in Alan Quartermain was looking like Indiana did in
this last movie. No, there won’t be a spoof following this
one, unless its by the same people who brought us Scary Movie
and the Superhero Movie. That might be fun.

So today was a fun day, since I got to see the newest Indy,
but at the same time there was a bit of a shadow over the
whole thing.

I wore my Indy outfit (Brown slacks, beige shirt, boots and
Fedora — too warm for the leather jacket) to the theater
today, I’m not sure how many noticed. Funny thing, while I got
an “Indiana Jones” Fedora a couple of Christmases ago, it was
just one of the brown fedoras I’ve had. I started wearing one
shortly after the first movie. My lovely wife said it looked
good on me, and I needed something to keep the sun off my face
during our summer vacations (usually hiking somewhere). I lost
my first hat, but I still have the second (not as nice since
we couldn’t afford a good one at the time). Now I have the hat



my daughters bought me for Christmas. I can never thank them
enough for that gift. As they can tell you, I wear that hat
often. Most of the winter, and summer. I don’t tend to wear it
in the spring or on windy days. In the spring, I’m looking for
as much sun as possible, so all hats are off my head.

Strange what watching a movie will make you think…


