
Meet  Dow  Jones  And  His
Sister, Indiana
Maybe it’s because I have a daughter named Disney, but for
whatever reason, these news stories about people with unusual
names interest me.  Here is a follow up story to the one I
posted the other day about a family with the last name of
Jones who named their kids Indiana and Dow…
(CNN) — When you hear the name “Indiana Jones,” you think of
an archaeologist carrying an idol and dodging a giant boulder.
When you hear about “Dow Jones,” you might wonder if it’s up
or down that day. However, in this case, Indiana and Dow Jones
are siblings, 12 and 7 years old, respectively.
Dow and Indiana Jones participate in many sporting events.
Indiana says, “announcers love to say our names.” 
Indiana Elizabeth Jones shared her story with the iReport
community, and we spoke with her mother, Jennifer Jones. The
Port Deposit, Maryland, resident says Indiana got her name
simply because her husband’s family is from that state.

As for Dow Joseph Jones, there was serious talk of naming him
Jack Ryan Jones, to keep the Harrison Ford theme. (Jack Ryan
is the character Ford played in a series of action movies.)
Instead, her husband named their son Dow on a dare while
Jennifer was asleep in the hospital bed after giving birth.

She said she cried when she found out and even thought about
having Dow’s name changed.

CNN.com asked users to share their unusual names after a 9-
year-old New Zealand girl named Talula Does the Hula from
Hawaii won the right to change her name.

Dozens  of  members  of  iReport.com  community  explained  the
stories  behind  their  odd  names,  as  well  as  what  they’ve
experienced in their day-to-day lives.

Some names might not seem problematic until they’re actually
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used on a daily basis. Open Weaver Banks of Ho-Ho-Kus, New
Jersey (speaking of odd names), says that she shared her story
with  iReport.com  in  hopes  that  parents  would  think  twice
before giving their children an unusual name.

Open is an unusual name, but it’s not necessarily a name that
one might expect to cause regular difficulties. Weaver Banks,
however, says that she often has problems with it.

“I have a hard time using my credit cards for personal items,
because clerks will accuse me of using a business card. I
cannot tell my name to someone without having to explain it.
Some days, it is exhausting, and I can’t even disguise the
annoyance in my voice.”

Banks’ childhood was “painful” because of her name, too. “I
still give my mother a hard time about the name choice, and
she tries to explain that she was young, she liked how it
sounded, it was 1970 and various other reasons,” she explains.
“I actually tried going by another name for a year, and I
realized that as much as I truly hate my name, it is embedded
in me and so much a part of my experience.”

Some people avoid the use of their name altogether to avoid
questions, confusion or embarrassment. “At times, for the sake
of avoiding an uncomfortable conversation or throwing someone
off guard, I answer to the names of ‘Mary’ or ‘Kelly’,” says
Bluzette Martin of West Allis, Wisconsin. At restaurants, “the
thought of putting an employee through the pain of guessing
how to spell and pronounce ‘Bluzette’ just isn’t worth it to
me.”

Martin was named after “Bluzette,” an up-tempo jazz waltz
written by Jean “Toots” Thielemans. Despite her daily problems
with this name, it certainly has its perks, like when she met
Thielemans in 1987 at a club in Los Angeles. “When I met
[him], he thanked my mother,” she says.

She called her mother in the middle of the night and told her



that  she  had  a  surprise  for  her.  She  gave  the  phone  to
Thielemans, and he started doing his famous whistling, to the
tune of “Bluzette.”

Even celebrities aren’t immune to the use of unusual names.
Take boxer George Foreman’s children, all named George. (Or
actor  Jason  Lee’s  son,  Pilot  Inspektor,  or  comedian  Penn
Jillette’s daughter, Moxie CrimeFighter.) These are just-plain
bizarre names, like that of iReporter Holden Holden.

Holden,  a  sophomore  at  Shippensburg  University  in
Pennsylvania, says that having a double name has its pros and
cons. He says he has a face people will remember because his
name is easy to remember. Unfortunately, he says, he’s not
very good about remembering names himself, so it can lead to
some awkward moments.

Holden’s grandfather died a month before he was born but was
always called by his last name as a nickname. “My last name is
my  mother’s  maiden  name,  which  she  reverted  to  after  she
divorced,” he explains.

Holden also says that he plans to run for president in 2036.
“Since my name is pretty easy to remember, it’ll be easier to
garner votes that way.”

As for Dow Jones’ mother, she didn’t go through with changing
his name. Now she sees it as something unique for someone with
the very common last name “Jones.” And perhaps that’s the
bright side to having an unusual name: It sets you apart from
the crowd.

Dow’s sister doesn’t seem to mind.

“There is a new Indiana Jones movie out this year, so all my
friends think it’s pretty cool,” she says.

By Henry “Hank” Hanks
CNN



Random  Celebrity  Death  And
The Sunshine State
We are very fortunate to be able to visit the Orlando area in
Florida (read: Disney World!) yearly, but during our past two
visits,  CNN  has  been  overrun  with  news  of  unexpected  and
shocking celebrity deaths.  In February 2007 during our visit,
the breaking news was of model/actress Anna Nicole Smith’s
early demise.  It was widely speculated that she was on drugs,
but her death was still very surprising especially considering
her 20-year-old son, Daniel Smith’s shocking death just 3
months earlier.

During our latest outing to the Sunshine State in late January
of this year, it was Heath Ledger’s accidental overdose that
ruled the news.  At the time, I have to admit that I didn’t
know exactly who he was or what movies he was in, but I did
recognize what a big name he had in show business.  His death
took  everyone  by  surprise;  so  much  so,  that  the  event
completely dominated the news while we were in Florida.  With
gas prices the way they are, I don’t know if we’ll make it
back to Orlando this October as planned; we might have to push
it off until early next year in January or February or even
wait until the kids are older altogether…  But if we do decide
to go, I’ll put out the word to watch out for a random
celebrity’s unexpected passing…
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Speaking of movies…
Are you board of movies?  Yes, that spelling mistake was
intentional.  You see, this post is related to movies that are
about  board  games.   There  was  an  article  in  the  local
newspaper a few days ago about this topic (link below).  I’m
sure we all remember the 1985 movie based on the game Clue,
the  1993  chess  movie  Searching  for  Bobby  Fischer,  and  of
course the Robin Williams movie based on the fictional game
Jumanji (along with its Williams-less sequel Zathura).  Now
Hasbro and Universal apparently now want to bring us Monopoly,
Candy Land and Ouija.  Needless to say, due to my faith I will
not be seeing the last in any form.  Depending how the reviews
go, I may or may not see the first two either.  Candy Land?? 
I can only guess this will be a feature for children meaning
that I know of a certain Ohio couple who will be seeing it as
they have four young ones, at least three of which will likely
be interested when it is released.  Anyway, I tire of writing
this entry so soon after the last so just click the link below
for the news story:  �

Hasbro rolls the dice on board game movies

Finally happening
The time was 1982.  With the popularity of video games and the
reality  of  affordable  home  computers,  this  was  a  natural
platform for the plot of a movie.  So Disney decides to bring
us… Tron.  Starring Jeff Bridges and Bruce Boxleitner (side
story- my parents apparently knew Bruce’s parents), this movie
of course is not only about computers and video games, it is
set inside a computer.  Only a moderate success in its time it
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became a sort of cult classic.  It spawned not one but two
arcade games: the movie’s namesake Tron in 1982, and Discs of
Tron in 1983.  In addition, several Tron games were created
for home gaming systems of the time.  Today, one can still
find Tron games being made including the somewhat popular
GLtron, based on the light cycles from the movie, which has
been a work in progress for several years.

Moving to 2003, a sequel to the movie had been talked about
for the last few years and it seemed like we were finally
going to get something.  Tron 2.0 was announced and then
released this year.  Unfortunately, Tron 2.0 turned out to be
yet another video game which I think we were told at the time
would be the sequel to Tron.  Yippee…  For some reason I never
bought it- it probably wasn’t in the budget as I was still
going to school and not working.  And when I did start working
as  a  substitute  teacher  in  2004,  I  wasn’t  working  nearly
enough to be able to afford such delights as games.  Anyway,
it would seem that the anticipation was over.  That is, until
just  over  a  week  ago.   Actually  more  than  a  week  ago-
apparently back in 2005 Disney started working on a new script
unbeknowest  to  me.   It  was  this  year’s  announcement  that
brought it to light.  From Wikipedia since I’m too lazy to
summarize it:  �

On  July  24,  2008  Disney  surprised  San  Diego  Comic  Con
attendees  with  test  footage  from  a  sequel  to  Tron.  The
footage began with an update of the lightcycle duel from the
original film, pitting a blue program against a yellow one
with the two racing (where the rider is now exposed) through
a futuristic landscape. The duel is being observed from a
high, cliff-side structure by a human figure – an older,
bearded Kevin Flynn played again by Jeff Bridges. One of the
duel’s participants is revealed to be Clu, with the face of
the  younger  Jeff  Bridges.  The  footage  ended  with  a  ‘2’
appearing in the traditional Tron font and the title, TR2N,
emerging around it, then fading away to leave the number.
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That’s right.  The real sequel to Tron.  Hopefully this won’t
turn out to be one of those bad sequels to a 20+ year-old
movie.  However, this blurb should be cause for hope:

By now everybody knows that a trailer for Tron 2, aka Tr2n,
surprised fans at Comic-Con during Disney’s panel for Race to
Witch Mountain. Not only was it a surprise considering most
people didn’t even know it was being made, but it also looked
incredible – and there’s a reason for that. Jim Hill of Jim
Hill Media revealed earlier today that the man behind this
latest  version  of  Tron  is  none  other  than  Pixar’s  John
Lasseter. Hill goes on to explain that Lasseter has taken
over for Tron‘s original director, Steven Lisberger, and
replaced him with Joseph Kosinski (as we mentioned last year)
and hired “Lost‘s” Eddie Kitsis and Adam Horowitz to write a
new script. But that’s not all – there is so much more to
this story!

(CLICK FOR FULL ARTICLE)

I can’t wait for 2010!

I thought I heard that before
Laughter is a connection between all humans. We all laugh. And
it appears that we have been laughing at the same types of
things for years and years.. I found this list of the ten
oldest jokes. Some were funny, some not so funny. I haven’t
toured the whole site so I don’t know how kid friendly it is,
but that page was OK.

It does remind me of a story I read years ago. A scientist was
studying humor and came to the conclusion that it was part of
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an extra-terrestrial project. I just can’t remember who wrote
the story or where/when I found it. The conclusions in that
story were a bit different than the oldest jokes though… I’ll
have to find it know and share the author/story title.

Drinking Games
Ok, there is a war on drugs, a war on terror, a war on wars,
but now awar on beer pong.

I never really heard of this game until I was with some young
people just after my daughter’s wedding last summer. I never
really saw much point to the game, and it seemed to me that
the  people  playing  were  drinking  just  as  much  beer  while
playing the game as they were forced to by the other team
making a point. Not much to the game at all.

But it was going to be released for the Wii and all heck
breaks loose. I can see why you wouldn’t want to condone the
game, but it isn’t any worse than some of the other games out
there. Judge it with you Dollars folks. If you don’t like it
don’t buy it. Bad products will fade away in time. Drawing it
to our attention in the news is just free advertising. I
didn’t see it there, but I wonder if beer pong spread anymore
after the announcement of the beer pong fight…

Oh well…

Anyone care to join me the the Star Trek drinking game. �

This blog does not condone the use/abuse of alcohol. Please
remember don’t drink and drive. Alcohol should only be used by
adults over the age of 21.

IF you don’t like anything you read here, you can just ignore
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it. It may just go away on its own.

More on Pancakes and Waffles…
… and other food stuffs. I mentioned IHOP in the previous
post. It was always a favorite place to stop when the girls
were much younger. Especially on Sundays. Sundays used to be
“Kids eat free” day. Now, you had to buy 1 adult meal for each
free child’s meal, but any amount we could save would be a
good thing. Things like this made going to IHOP the same cost
as going to a fast food place. We were waited on too. Many
other restaurants also offered the same type of deal. It was a
great way to be able to have a good meal for a very reasonable
cost.

Anyway, my lovely wife really liked IHOP . A favorite of hers
were  the  blueberry  waffles  or  pancakes.  Topped  with  more
blueberry syrup. I preferred the boysenberry. What got me was
the  last  time  I  was  in  a  IHOP,  they  didn’t  have  the
boysenberry  syrup.  They  also  didn’t  bring  the  Hot  maple
flavored syrup to the table. The four flavors of syrup at the
table were Maple, Walnut, Strawberry and Blueberry. I missed
the boysenberry and the hot syrup. I’m not sure if this was a
local restaurant thing, it now covers all IHOPs

And that brings me to another pancake house, Perkins. In my
younger days, my friends and I would spend many hours in that
establishment. As long as we kept the blueberry pancakes away
from Bill, everything was fine. Bill hated anything to do with
blueberries.. And we loved teasing him about it too. That
Perkins Restaurant is closed now, and it looks as though I
would have to travel many a mile out of my usual range to get
to one. Maybe on some cross country trip, I’ll have to find
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one on the way, just to relive old memories.

Morat Returns To Edgertown
HELLO EVERY PEOPLE!!!! I a come back live from seeing Abdula
Obalamadingdong.   I  a  must  say  that  I  a  not  understand
something  on  the  tv  box.   I  a  no  understand  how
Obalamadingaling is a responsible for a the price of the gas
in America country.  He a must go to the place of gas and
change all a the pricing.  But, I a come a to Edgertown to
once again visit with the strange person.

Today, I a go to this Flag Festival to see him a sing in a
choir.  WOOLY SHEEP!!! There were a lot of a peoples on the
stage under a tent to a sing the songs.  All a these peoples
sitting in the chairs watching the a people look like they
very hot… waving fans, pogrmas.  I a thought it a just right. 
Lithwathistan summer gets up a to 102 degrees on a cool day. 
So, it was a little cool for Morat.  The a people sing many,
many songs about America country.  I a think I hear something
like “Your Land This Is,” “Beautiful the America Country,”
“Doodle  Yankee,”(what  a  dis  Doodle,  Morat  not  understand)
“America County Anthem,” and many other music songs.  Strange
person, he a read Oath of Citizenship.  Morat a must think
about  becoming  a  America  country  citizenship.   I  A  LOVE
AMERICA COUNTRY!!!

While I a walk with strange person back a to his home, the
cousin of strange person ask if we like a ride.  Strange
person say he a tired and his foot fall asleep from standing
on the a rising stairs for long time.  It a been years since
he a had to stand in one place for a so long (45 minutes).  I
a  tell  him  about  songs  of  Liswathistan  like  “My  Poor
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Liswathistan,” “The a Song of Sad Yanish,” or a one of my
favorites, “Carry a Me to a Little Muddy Water for a Swim with
a  My  Dog  Name  a  Mushinta,”  and  “Vladamir  Goes  a  to
Flaksington.”

So… next day I a go to Christopher Columbustown to OHHO Fair. 
I will a come back soon and EVERYONE WINS!!!

Pancakes, waffles and french
toast
You’d think that these three foods would be easy to serve for
a meal. Not so fast in these times. You can get all three in
the frozen food section, but outside of toaster waffles, I
don’t care for any of them. Pancakes should be easy, but there
are different recipes for these and some the girls like, and
others they don’t. You have your Bisquick pancakes, blueberry
pancakes, Buckwheat pancakes, corn fritters, apple fritters,
and so on. We generally stick to our tried and true recipe. I
guess I should copy that out of the cookbook before in falls
completely apart.

Waffles, well you have to have a special device (the waffle
iron) to make them, or just buy the frozen toaster waffles. I
said I like the toaster waffles, but I do like the home made
better. Then you could always get a Belgian waffle iron if you
want waffles with deeper pockets/holes. Do you want round or
square waffles? Hmmm, seems like you can have as many choices
as the pancakes.

But french toast, I grew up with one and only one type of
French toast. Mom would either cook it on the griddle or she
could bake it in the oven. Both ways, the french toast tasted
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exactly the same. Then I got married, my lovely wife’s family
had a different version of french toast. It was a heavy batter
dip, compared to the Egg and milk dip used by my family. It
was tasty, but very, very filling. I found it was cheap to
make too. So my little family grew up with my wife’s family
recipe for french toast. Now they don’t care for the kind I
grew up with (tastes too much like egg!!). Oh well, they are
getting older now, and soon I’ll be able to make it the way I
want. Or better yet, go to IHOP and order the stuffed french
toast. Good eating, and now I’m hungry.

No toaster waffles, so I guess I can wait till morning…

Is There A Word That Rhymes
With Solace?
Some of the most fascinating parts of a Bond film are the
opening credits. All but the original movie opens with an
action packed opening scene follow by what could be considered
a  pre-cursor  to  the  music  video.  Most  of  them  feature
tantalizing,  scantily-clad  (or  less)  beauties  often  in
silhouette. Accompanying these scenes are 21 songs by artists
of today or others who have gone by the wayside. While some of
the songs have been more popular than others, only one has
topped the US singles charts and two have been Academy Award
nominees. In the opening to For Your Eyes Only , singer Sheena
Easton became the first performer to actually appear in the
video. This marked the first time the performer appeared in
the credits video. One singer has performed two memorable
themes. In one of the latest films, a singer/actress had a
brief (THANK YOU) cameo.
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After troubled performer Amy Winehouse was deemed incapable to
record and Paul McCartney could not create a rhyme for the
word “solace,” Alicia Keys and Jack White (?… is he the twin
brother of Jack BLACK who was accidentally switched at birth?)
are recording the first duet to be used as a Bond theme.

By clicking on the link, you can test your knowledge (whatever
it may be) of just 10 of the 21 themes. I had to brilliantly
guess on a few of them; however, I did slightly better than
Dr. “Oh” No ranking. Or you can reminisce by posting your
favorite Bond theme, for those who like such things. Mine is
the instrumental theme to On Her Majesty’s Secret Service
which is very underrated as is the movie (unfortunately… as I
find it one of the best and different from most).
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