
Wireless world…almost
It seems that while I am somewhat of a computer geek, I am
somewhat outdated somewhat of an computer geek.  You see, my
home network has been a wired network for a long time now. 
With this new computer and its wireless capabilities though,
it is time to move on.  Plus, my nephew has been complaining
about my not having a wireless network- not that it will
matter to him soon as he will be off to SIU in a couple of
weeks.

So, kind and generous as he is, our admin here donated to me
an old router he had laying around, a Linksys type G router. 
I let it sit for all of one day � before finally hooking the
thing up.  I went through the settings, following the manual
as I did so, and thongs seemed to be working, except no
internet.  Hmm.  Oh yes, I seem to remember having to turn the
cable modem off and back on after several seconds.  Did it,
and yes!  Internet.  I was now in the wireless world- for a
short  while.   After  a  bit  I  could  no  longer  access  the
internet  and  my  computer  showed  the  network  as  “limited
connectivity” or something like that.  Well, the power supply
he gave me for it was not the right one, rated at 500mA while
the router says it wants 1A.  I read that too low of a current
rating may cause flakiness, and the power supply seemed abit
warm, so I unplugged it and was going to go to Radio Shack for
a universal supply.  However, I dug around first and turned up
a few power bricks.  7.5V- no.  14V- not (both AC too, while I
needed DC).  12V- yes.  1000mA.  Well, that is one amp, so-
double yes!  DC and right size plug- yes, yes, yes!  Plugged
it in, connected everything back up to it, and I was good to
go again once I power-cyled the modem.

So, I finish a blog entry and click publish.  Can’t connect-
aargh!  Tray icon shows limited connection again, and this
time I wasn’t even using the wireless, opting for the wired
connection instead!  Sigh.  Looks like I may have damaged the
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router.  I hope not.  I’ll have to do some research,  but once
I’m working again I may just have to try another one.  I am
now hooked back up to my old router and everything is working
again, so here’s my second blog entry for the day.  Two days
in a row with two entries?  Definitely not my normal routine. 
Don’t worry JustJ, you will bump me to fourth in just a couple
days now I’m sure, not that this is a competition.

Teaching time again…
Well, teaching in Sunday school that is.  Unlike last time I
taught a month ago, I felt I did pretty well this time.  I was
able to do 1½ lessons this weekend.  The ½ comes from last
night, when I taught only half of the lesson.  Why?  Well,
there was a shortage of leaders due to many taking the night
off for this or that reason.  In fact, one who had off
rearranged his schedule so he could be there after all. 
Anyway, it was decided that we would spend most of the night
with the younger kids (1st-3rd) as a result and not have small
groups.  In the end, we did wind up with enough help from
last-minute volunteers to do our normal thing, but the wheels
were already in motion.  I really don’t think 4th/5th grades
got much out of the younger lesson, but fortunately we had
time at the end to do the intended lesson, well half of it
anyway.  It was an important lesson so we had to fit it in.  I
taught them the Romans Road to salvation.  This is a series of
four key verses from the book of Romans.  Here’s where I get
lazy now and cut-n-paste from another site.  You may notice
that there are five verses here (6:23a and 6:23b are one), but
Romans 10:13 is covered by 10:9-10 so as a “repeat” it doesn’t
count:  �
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The ROMANS ROAD is a pathway you can walk.
It is a group of bible verses from the book of Romans in the New Testament.
If you walk down this road you will end up understanding how to be saved.

.
Romans 3:23

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
We all have sin in our hearts. We all were born with sin.  We were born under the

power of sin’s control.
Admit that you are a sinner.

.
Romans 6:23a

“…The wages of sin is death…”
Sin has an ending. It results in death. We all face physical death, which is a

result of sin.
But a worse death is spiritual death that alienates us from God, and will last

for all eternity.
The Bible does plainly teach that there is a place called the Lake of Fire where

lost people will be in torment forever.
It is the place where people end up that remain spiritually dead.

Understand that you deserve death for your sin.
.

Romans 6:23b
“…But the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Salvation is a free gift from God to you!   We can’t earn this gift, but we must
reach out and receive it.

Ask God to forgive you and save you.
.

Romans 5:8
“God demonstrates His own love for us, in that while we were yet sinners Christ

died for us!”
When Jesus died on the cross He paid sin’s penalty.  He paid the cosmic price for
all sin, and when He took all the sins of the world on Himself on the cross, He

bought us out of slavery to sin and death!   The only condition is that we
believe in Him and what He has done for us, understanding that we are now joined

with Him, and that He is our life.
Because He loved us and gave Himself for us!

Give your life to God… His love poured out in Jesus on the cross is your only
hope to have forgiveness and change. His love bought you out of being a slave to

sin. His love is what saves you. Not religion, or church membership.
God loves you! And reaches you right where you are.

.
Romans 10:13

“Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved!”
Call out to God in the name of Jesus!

.
Romans 10:9,10

“…If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that
God raised Jesus from the dead, you shall be saved; for with the heart man

believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting
in salvation.”

If you know that God is knocking on your heart door,
ask Him to come into your heart.



.
It was a blessing to get to teach this to not one, but two
groups of kids this weekend.  Today by the way was a normal
day- we played kickball, had worship, lesson, and small groups
just as normal.  They even got to make “salvation” bracelets
to remind them of the message.  Only last night was weird.  I
am happy to say that I will have another chance to teach in
two weeks- I normally only get one lesson per month.  So,
another blog entry about teaching then.  In the meantime, more
of the movies, retrogaming, and whatever.  �

The Phantom …
Tollbooth.

The  current  wonderful  production  by  the  WCCT  children’s
workshop, is the Phantom Tollbooth”. Performed entirely by
young  people  between  the  ages  of  7  and  17,  this  little
production is quite charming. While it is the culmination of 1
month of hard work by children and parents alike, the show is
not the whole story. The children learn a little bit about the
workings of live stage productions (Yes, things go wrong… more
on that later) both on and off stage. They get to work at
finding some of their own props, costumes. They help build
(sometimes) and paint the set. Most of the kids I talked to
think it is a great experience and many come out year after
year.

They find out, year after year, that sometimes people forget
their lines, and someone else needs to do something to help
out (Good life advice there too). They find out that sometimes
the props they need aren’t there, and they have to improvise
something (sometimes this works, other times it doesn’t–sounds
like real life again doesn’t it?). The find that sometimes
things break, and you have to get along without it for a while
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(More life lessons..). It looks like in a one month period of
time, they learn a lot about the theater, and even more about
life. Most of them don’t realize they are learning anything
but their lines. Good for them and their futures.

I should have written this sooner, so some of the background
readers would have had a chance to see this show. Tomorrow is
the last show, and I’m not sure how many seats are left.

I wouldn’t be a father if I didn’t say the best Humbug I ever
saw  was  the  one  portrayed  by  my  youngest.  Not  so  young
anymore, this is her final Childrens’ theater workshop. Now
she will have to earn her roles if she decides to stay active
in Community Theater.

Another Morbid Topic
Yes, death is an interest of mine. Years ago, when I got
married, there were many deaths among family and friends.
There were so many deaths, my wife and I joked about our
marriage ending the same way. Unfortunately, we were correct.
Many deaths in a few short years, with hers as the final death
in the line. So yes, I have a morbid interest in death.

My interest this evening is Cryonics or the freezing of human
or animal bodies with the “possibility” of bringing them back
to life.

Why? Currently there is no known reversal method, so why do it
now.  It  costs  a  lot  of  money  to  keep  a  body/head  in  a
‘suspended’ state, and there is no and may never be a reversal
method. Sound like someone is playing with the emotions of
people near death, or their families.
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Even if there ever is a reversal process in the next 50 to 100
years, why would anyone want to revive the “dead” people?
There are complaints of over population now, do we really want
to have an alternative way to put more bodies on the planet.
We do well enough now with the usual approach (having babies —
explanation for those who weren’t sure what method is used). I
can’t see that happening, unless they want something.

How will you fit in? The future will be different than life
now, how will you cope? 25 years ago, personal computers were
in  their  infancy.  Now  just  about  everyone  has  one.  What
changes will occur in the next 25 years? Next 50? Next 100?
200? If you are having trouble with text messaging on a cell
phone, or wonder about all these people with things hanging
out of their ears, will you be able to cope with things going
on around you in the future?

And the real thing I wonder about is what is the ego of a
person who wants to be frozen and thawed later. I’m not saying
anything about family decisions (later…), but about a persons
desire to put off death to be cured at a later date. Is anyone
really that important?

And  about  a  family  that  decides  to  keep  one  of  their
relatives, do they love/need the person so much to try to keep
them around, or is it a comfort that just maybe? I could never
see doing this for myself or for someone I care about. I think
there would be too much anguish on both sides if and/or when
the body can be thawed.

And I haven’t even touched on any religious aspects of this. I
think that may be the start of a different post. Many things I
would have to wrap my mind around for that…



So Many Shows…
This evening, I had the pleasure of added responsibility at
work. Years ago, I closed the store quite frequently (under
different management, however) . Tonight, I was given a five
minute  refresher.  Nothing  Earth-shattering.  Basically,  make
sure that everything was locked up, put away, doors locked,
etc. Of course, the process was aided by the help I had. I
would have felt a little insecure with someone who had not
known what was expected of them; I just had to make sure that
the teenage fellow did what was expected of him (I’ve been
there).

During  our  brief  moments  of  downtime,  my  co-worker  and  I
discussed one of my favorite subjects. He asked me what my
favorite part has been. My normal readers already know what
that is. For the sake of one, I will refrain from going into
detail (although I was once again able to break into him to
the  delight  of  my  companion).  We  then  discussed  what  our
favorite musical to watch has been. He saw Wicked in Chicago a
few years ago and said it is really awesome. He also mentioned
a high school marching band show in which they performed the
music of Jesus Christ Superstar (another show I would like to
be in). I have to say that my favorite to watch has been Les
Miserables. But there are soooo many shows that I would love
to see or be in. One such show is the Stephen Sondheim musical
Assassins . I suppose I could say that I have been in a small
part of it. Back in my days at BGSU during an evening of
montages for a musical theatre course, I performed the role of
the balladeer in the song “Ballad of Booth” which features
John Wilkes Booth following the assassination of President
Lincoln.

Wicked Tickets at *** All Venues ***
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I never thought I would see
this….
I really thought I’ve seen a lot on the web, but I never
thought I would see this.

Just  for  your  information,  I  was  looking  up  which  albums
Longer by Dan Fogelberg” was included in. I really didn’t
expect to see a video of an old LP playing. I have a number of
Fogelberg’s CD, and a few old LPs. It is just that now I don’t
have anyway to play the LPs… I haven’t watched one on a
turntable for years…

I need to find the tape of my wedding, my ‘little’ sister sang
Longer for us.

I’m  only  a  Stage  actor,
really!!
Ok, I like playing the part of the villain. I like talking
about murder and mayhem. I’m not really like that at all.
Really!!

But I just read a news article where apparently someone was
just like that. I guess that if I ever really committed a
crime, the last part I would want on stage is a character who
commits the same crime.

I think I may follow this story, if I can. I can see bits of
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it a the basis for a play.. Sick sense of humor, true…

Meet  Dow  Jones  And  His
Sister, Indiana
Maybe it’s because I have a daughter named Disney, but for
whatever reason, these news stories about people with unusual
names interest me.  Here is a follow up story to the one I
posted the other day about a family with the last name of
Jones who named their kids Indiana and Dow…
(CNN) — When you hear the name “Indiana Jones,” you think of
an archaeologist carrying an idol and dodging a giant boulder.
When you hear about “Dow Jones,” you might wonder if it’s up
or down that day. However, in this case, Indiana and Dow Jones
are siblings, 12 and 7 years old, respectively.
Dow and Indiana Jones participate in many sporting events.
Indiana says, “announcers love to say our names.” 
Indiana Elizabeth Jones shared her story with the iReport
community, and we spoke with her mother, Jennifer Jones. The
Port Deposit, Maryland, resident says Indiana got her name
simply because her husband’s family is from that state.

As for Dow Joseph Jones, there was serious talk of naming him
Jack Ryan Jones, to keep the Harrison Ford theme. (Jack Ryan
is the character Ford played in a series of action movies.)
Instead, her husband named their son Dow on a dare while
Jennifer was asleep in the hospital bed after giving birth.

She said she cried when she found out and even thought about
having Dow’s name changed.

CNN.com asked users to share their unusual names after a 9-
year-old New Zealand girl named Talula Does the Hula from
Hawaii won the right to change her name.
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Dozens  of  members  of  iReport.com  community  explained  the
stories  behind  their  odd  names,  as  well  as  what  they’ve
experienced in their day-to-day lives.

Some names might not seem problematic until they’re actually
used on a daily basis. Open Weaver Banks of Ho-Ho-Kus, New
Jersey (speaking of odd names), says that she shared her story
with  iReport.com  in  hopes  that  parents  would  think  twice
before giving their children an unusual name.

Open is an unusual name, but it’s not necessarily a name that
one might expect to cause regular difficulties. Weaver Banks,
however, says that she often has problems with it.

“I have a hard time using my credit cards for personal items,
because clerks will accuse me of using a business card. I
cannot tell my name to someone without having to explain it.
Some days, it is exhausting, and I can’t even disguise the
annoyance in my voice.”

Banks’ childhood was “painful” because of her name, too. “I
still give my mother a hard time about the name choice, and
she tries to explain that she was young, she liked how it
sounded, it was 1970 and various other reasons,” she explains.
“I actually tried going by another name for a year, and I
realized that as much as I truly hate my name, it is embedded
in me and so much a part of my experience.”

Some people avoid the use of their name altogether to avoid
questions, confusion or embarrassment. “At times, for the sake
of avoiding an uncomfortable conversation or throwing someone
off guard, I answer to the names of ‘Mary’ or ‘Kelly’,” says
Bluzette Martin of West Allis, Wisconsin. At restaurants, “the
thought of putting an employee through the pain of guessing
how to spell and pronounce ‘Bluzette’ just isn’t worth it to
me.”

Martin was named after “Bluzette,” an up-tempo jazz waltz
written by Jean “Toots” Thielemans. Despite her daily problems



with this name, it certainly has its perks, like when she met
Thielemans in 1987 at a club in Los Angeles. “When I met
[him], he thanked my mother,” she says.

She called her mother in the middle of the night and told her
that  she  had  a  surprise  for  her.  She  gave  the  phone  to
Thielemans, and he started doing his famous whistling, to the
tune of “Bluzette.”

Even celebrities aren’t immune to the use of unusual names.
Take boxer George Foreman’s children, all named George. (Or
actor  Jason  Lee’s  son,  Pilot  Inspektor,  or  comedian  Penn
Jillette’s daughter, Moxie CrimeFighter.) These are just-plain
bizarre names, like that of iReporter Holden Holden.

Holden,  a  sophomore  at  Shippensburg  University  in
Pennsylvania, says that having a double name has its pros and
cons. He says he has a face people will remember because his
name is easy to remember. Unfortunately, he says, he’s not
very good about remembering names himself, so it can lead to
some awkward moments.

Holden’s grandfather died a month before he was born but was
always called by his last name as a nickname. “My last name is
my  mother’s  maiden  name,  which  she  reverted  to  after  she
divorced,” he explains.

Holden also says that he plans to run for president in 2036.
“Since my name is pretty easy to remember, it’ll be easier to
garner votes that way.”

As for Dow Jones’ mother, she didn’t go through with changing
his name. Now she sees it as something unique for someone with
the very common last name “Jones.” And perhaps that’s the
bright side to having an unusual name: It sets you apart from
the crowd.

Dow’s sister doesn’t seem to mind.



“There is a new Indiana Jones movie out this year, so all my
friends think it’s pretty cool,” she says.

By Henry “Hank” Hanks
CNN

Random  Celebrity  Death  And
The Sunshine State
We are very fortunate to be able to visit the Orlando area in
Florida (read: Disney World!) yearly, but during our past two
visits,  CNN  has  been  overrun  with  news  of  unexpected  and
shocking celebrity deaths.  In February 2007 during our visit,
the breaking news was of model/actress Anna Nicole Smith’s
early demise.  It was widely speculated that she was on drugs,
but her death was still very surprising especially considering
her 20-year-old son, Daniel Smith’s shocking death just 3
months earlier.

During our latest outing to the Sunshine State in late January
of this year, it was Heath Ledger’s accidental overdose that
ruled the news.  At the time, I have to admit that I didn’t
know exactly who he was or what movies he was in, but I did
recognize what a big name he had in show business.  His death
took  everyone  by  surprise;  so  much  so,  that  the  event
completely dominated the news while we were in Florida.  With
gas prices the way they are, I don’t know if we’ll make it
back to Orlando this October as planned; we might have to push
it off until early next year in January or February or even
wait until the kids are older altogether…  But if we do decide
to go, I’ll put out the word to watch out for a random
celebrity’s unexpected passing…
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Speaking of movies…
Are you board of movies?  Yes, that spelling mistake was
intentional.  You see, this post is related to movies that are
about  board  games.   There  was  an  article  in  the  local
newspaper a few days ago about this topic (link below).  I’m
sure we all remember the 1985 movie based on the game Clue,
the  1993  chess  movie  Searching  for  Bobby  Fischer,  and  of
course the Robin Williams movie based on the fictional game
Jumanji (along with its Williams-less sequel Zathura).  Now
Hasbro and Universal apparently now want to bring us Monopoly,
Candy Land and Ouija.  Needless to say, due to my faith I will
not be seeing the last in any form.  Depending how the reviews
go, I may or may not see the first two either.  Candy Land?? 
I can only guess this will be a feature for children meaning
that I know of a certain Ohio couple who will be seeing it as
they have four young ones, at least three of which will likely
be interested when it is released.  Anyway, I tire of writing
this entry so soon after the last so just click the link below
for the news story:  �

Hasbro rolls the dice on board game movies
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