He Just Got Too Tired..

.. to even eat his lunch!

Make Way For Ducklings

(Wait! I think there is an actual children’s book of that
actual title). Tonight, a good friend and I attended the
newest offering of the community theatre.. BOY it seems like
forever since I have been on stage.. hopefully, that will
change in a week or so. Before the show, we decided to try
the newest rave among fellow tangenteeers.. The Four Seasons.. a
nice, cosy restaurant. Some day, I will be brave and try some
Meditteranean cuisine, but tonight I had lasagne which was
quite good and extremely filling. I was told that I was a bad
influence as my companion skipped on the wrap she was going to
get and decided upon fettucini alfredo instead. The prices
were quite reasonable and the food was quite excellent.
Sounds like this may become a new pre-show gathering place.

HONK! was extremely adorable. Everyone knows the tale of The
Ugly Duckling about the outcast duckling who grows into a
beautiful swan, but this musical expands the tale introducing
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a gaggle of other animals and relates the beautiful story of
the lengths a mother will go to show not only her son but
those around her that it is not what is on the outside but
what is inside that counts.

I will have to say that my favorite part of the show was a
Busby Berkeley-inspired song and dance production number led
by a bullfrog. I also loved the wiley old cat. Two
characters I would have had fun portraying, but I was involved
with another musical at the time of auditions.

I also ran into a gentleman who also tried out for Joseph last
weekend. He informed me that he auditioned for the role of
“Geriatric Joseph.” I, for one, am glad that I did not list
the title role on my audition sheet because one of the
requirements is the need to be comfortable on stage with out a
shirt. I may have the vocal chops, but I'm not quite to the
point at which I am ready to be on stage bare chested. I
guess I need to work on that.

After the show, the three of us (we pick upa stowaway) headed
back to what we were promised was a party at a local tavern,
but when we arrived, it was closed so we headed to Taco Bell
for a drink. A great night of fun theatre.

Things that make me go HMMM..

I was scanning the web site for a local paper, and came across
a picture of a bunch of school kids releasing balloons into
the air. I'm sure they are hoping that some people would find
them and send the cards back to the school. This has been an
interesting human interest activity for kids. But recently
this sort of activity is frowned on because of the problems
those pesky balloons can do in the ‘wild’. We’'’ve all heard
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stories about various animals eating and choking on the
balloons. All well and good, less flights of balloons... But
the thing that made me go HMMM was the fact that the school
was celebrating the successful campaign of recycling milk
cartons. Hmmm, adding to environment problems after helping
the environment..

Second thing that made me go HMMM, is our local paper’s web
site. I would love to give you the link for the article I
read, but I don’t think it is there anymore. If it is there,
you need a subscription to read the full article. Because of
this tedious fact, I won’'t even give the name of the paper. It
looks like with a subscription you can get a full 30 day
archive!!! (sarcasm here) Anyway, because of the unfriendly
atmosphere, I won’t link to the site. No free advertising from
me. It would be in the paper’s best interest to allow access
to at least the community announcements. But no, that isn't
happening. Oh well, it isn’t my paper.

And finally an article from CNN. Apparently Pete Rose (the guy
banned from Baseball for life) thinks that Alex Rodriguez
deserves a hall of fame nod. Since he is banned, why is anyone
asking him? I’'m sure he thinks he deserves a spot in the Hall
too. Not that A-Rod doesn’t, but since he hasn’t been retired
for 5 years, isn’t it a bit early to start thinking of that?
Hmmm. .

Any others?

When Squatters Go Bad..

SQUATTER [skwot-er] — a person who settles on land under
government regulation, in order to acquire title.
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Well, ok, so the official definition isn’t exactly what I'm
talking about. You may have heard the story that was in the
news a month ago about the elderly man who couldn’t get the
stranger out of his garage. If you’re wondering how such a
thing could happen in our wonderful country, read for

yourself.

Apparently occupancy rights laws suck. My dear friend 1is
currently going through a situation as well. I will spare the
details, but the reason I'm writing this 1is because I
desperately want to help and I don’t know how. I find it
amazing that there are other such stories in the news right
now (click here for another one) — a side effect of the
horrible economy, maybe? It’s not so much the laws that are
failing my friend, more likely it’s the fact that she is too
nice and generous and doesn’t want to kick people out even if
they are taking advantage of her generosity. I actually
haven’t talked to her about it in awhile, so hopefully the
situation has improved — here’s hoping!

Dr. Sanderson’s Game Library

I could kick myself for not taking a “Before” picture of our
game closet. For those of you who don’'t know, my husband and
I have a hobby of collecting board games. We go to area
thrift and Goodwill stores, and we buy every game in sight we
don’'t (think we) have. 1It’'s gotten out of control, really it
has. In our defense, we have a semi-regular game night with
friends where we try out many of the games we obtain. But the
game collection outgrew its closet, and we began stacking
games on the floor of the closet until even the floor started
to overflow with games. So, after we cleaned up what used to
be the craft room in our house (gonna call it the ‘East room’
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for now I guess — we can’t decide if we want it to be a family
rec room or a kid-free parents’ cave), we decided to move the
game closet into the closet of the East room because it'’s
bigger. And now that phase of the project is complete! And
it’'s awesome!

We threw all of our props and memorabilia from the community
theater shows we’ve worked on in the East room. Since my
husband was the handsome ‘Dr. Sanderson’ in the show Harvey,
we somehow ended up with the name plate for his office door.
We stuck it to the closet in the East Room, and that is where
our game closet now resides. Therefore, I’'m announcing the
opening of Dr. Sanderson’s Game Library! Pick a game.. ANY
game*! However, the following picture is just a sample of the
library — a fraction of the closet. Not only could I not
rotate the image (so imagine the scene as 90° to the right),
but I couldn’t get much of the library in the picture!

e At TV
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*unless you are certain game night regulars who are known for
kicking butt at the Disney Trivia game - we have
“accidentally” misplaced that game, hehe!
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Space, the final frontier

These are the voyages of the Starship Enterprise...

In 1966 the voyages of the Enterprise started. I was only a
lad then, but I was glued to the set for 1 hour each week.
Then this wonderful show went into syndication. For a time 1is
was on every afternoon. It was on weekends. There were Star
Trek marathons on the weekends. Then a cartoon, some movies,
the Next Generation, Deep Space Nine, Voyager and Enterprise.
Finally, this past weekend, another movie was released.

While I like Star Trek, I would not consider myself a die hard
fan. After the initial run of Star Trek, I was no longer glued
to the set. If it was on, and I happened to find it, I would
watch. I wouldn’t go out of my way for it. Marriage, family
and friends became more important than Trek. So you didn’t
find me waiting for the midnight showing of this movie. I did
want to see it on the big screen, with full sound and
comfortable chairs. So I had some time available last
Saturday, and I was near the multi-plex.

For those who don’t know, this movie goes back to the
beginning of Star Trek. It starts with James T. Kirks birth
and quickly goes to his first time on the Enterprise. I found
the characters plausible for the Star Trek Universe and the
story line seemed to be well thought out. Overall a good
movie. Lots of action, reasonable storyline and good
characters. Even for the non Trek fan, this is a good Sci-Fi
action movie.

More than that I can’t say, without giving the whole story
away. So if you don’t want any spoilers stop reading now...

SPOILERS

This started out as a standard Trek time travel movie/story.
Someone goes back in time and changes the future of our
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intrepid Enterprise heroes. Kirk'’s father dies in the very
beginning of the show, making his upbringing quite a bit
different than the normal Trek time line. In the TV shows and
the movies, the crew of the Enterprise usually would go back
in time to fix something (bring back whales, prevent a star
from exploding, get the pilot back to his plane ect.). This
time the people that did the time traveling either end up dead
or staying in the future. Hmmm, does that screw up the time
continuum? You bet..

This whole movie was one big screw up of the Trek time line.
As of this movie, almost anything you thought you knew about
Star Trek has been thrown out the window. They started fresh
folks. Let’s see if I can touch on the basics.

Kirk was still an conceited, womanizing, know-it-all jerk
(some things never change), but wow, Spock was made captain of
the Enterprise before Kirk was. Kirk was marooned on a planet
by Spock! He wasn’t even supposed to be on the Enterprise, he
was under suspension for cheating on a test. Hmmm, he didn’t
start out nearly as well in this ‘reality’.

Spock, still logical, still had problems as a child on Vulcan,
but his choice is a bit different. It seems he chose to be a
bit more human. In this show he had a human girlfriend!!! I
think that is a good thing, since Vulcan was destroyed, he can
never go back during Pon Far. He may need that girl friend..
Except now there are two Spocks in the universe. 0ld Spock who
remembers all the stuff that isn’t anymore, and the new Spock
who doesn’t.

Uhura, still bright, competent and beautiful, and she 1is
Spock’s love interest!!!! Hmmm and in the 60’'s the first
inter-racial kiss between Uhura and Kirk was a major deal on
TV.

I'm not sure that Dr. McCoy changed at all. This character
seemed immune to the changes in the time line.



Scotty, well he was an engineer on some out of the way Ice
World. I don’'t recall enough of his history to know if this
was happened or he was down on his luck too.

Chekov and Sulu, well Chekov wasn’t in the first season of
Star Trek in 1966 (joined the crew in 1967) and Sulu was the
pilot of the ship, so something changed here..

One final question.. How the heck did everyone know about the
Romulans? I seem to remember the first time they appeared, and
everyone on the Enterprise was surprised they looked like
Vulcans. Hmm something really changed in the time line. It
seems the Federation knew about Romulans and the similarity to
Vulcans before Kirk was born and before the random act of time
travel that changed everything. Why didn’t the crew of the
Enterprise know it? Hmmm?

This and that, and something
else

The Graduation and Wedding days are fast approaching. There
was an award banquet, and during the weekend one of my
daughter’s wedding showers. Since my oldest threw the shindig,
I got to drive my youngest to the party. I was supposed to
have a day playing laser tag, but that was canceled. Too bad.

I've been a bit tired the past couple of weeks. Sometimes I
wonder why. Then I think again and I'm wondering how I can
spend as many hours awake as I do. Maybe things will so down,
or not.

I have been able to get some ‘down time’ in. I’ve seen a
couple of movies and was able to see the current play at WCCT.
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I’'ve been listening to some ball games. I spent some time with
friends and family. That is all good.

I've read that taylhis will be taking a bit of a blogging
break, I guess I’'ve been doing the same thing. I do want to
keep some of my readers up to date on the various events with
my girls, so I have some things I will need to blog about. So
maybe not a total break. Star Trek review coming up...

Blogging Break

I don’t know what'’s happened to me lately. For over a year, I
was pretty diligent about publishing my 5 blog posts per week,
one for every weekday. Sometimes I did more, sometimes less,
but rarely as few as I’'ve been writing lately. I figured that
if I were to lose enthusiasm for this blogging thing, it would
have happened already and I'd be done with it. But that’s not
the case. 1I’ve stuck through it while being pregnant (of
course it was easy to sit on my pregnant butt in the summer
heat last year and blog — didn’t want to do much else!), and I
even caught up after having the emergency surgery and the
recuperation period associated with that, also while caring
for a new baby and 3 older kids. And I also caught up after
spending a week in Florida with no blogging! So yes, it'’s
something I enjoy, and something I'm going to stick to. I
think I'm just going to back off a little bit for now and not
publish quite as many posts as before. I still have a lot to
say, and a lot of things with which to bore my readers, so
have no fear!

But the weather is nice, and I have 4 kids to deliver to
places around town constantly. We’ve had to recently make
some sacrifices — I always wanted to give my kids the
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opportunity to be in every activity they wanted, but I’'m
finding out that it’s just not possible with 4 kids. My
oldest is in Girl Scouts, and she also wants to take piano
lessons, swimming lessons, be in 4-H and be in plays. Our
very-soon-to-be 5-year-old is old enough for Safety Town class
this year, and we kind of wanted to get her involved with
swimming lessons also. Not to mention all of the projects
that Mom and Dad have volunteered to do; the list seems
endless. I think our summer is jam-packed already and it’s
only May! Plus, we’ve embarked on some rather large home
improvement projects that need finishing..

So don’t wonder where I am or if everything’s ok — it’'s GREAT
to be Uber-Busy!

Happy Mother’s Day!

Another weekend has come and gone — and quickly too, it was a
busy one! And this post title is already outdated because
I've been so busy I haven’t had a chance to write until 2
days after Mother’s Day!

Friday night saw me doing some volunteer work for a local
theater board. It wasn’t really work; basically it consisted
of me making sure the audition process for our summer show
(Joseph — my favorite!) was flowing smoothly. It was fun,
though I'd be lying if I didn’t express my concerns about my
hubby giving his audition his best shot. More about THAT
later, based upon whether he makes the show or not..

Saturday was my daughter’s 5th birthday party. As usual, none
of the 18 kids from her class called to RSVP, but I was tired
of worrying about it — been there, done that, ever since our
oldest started inviting friends to her birthday parties. I
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don’t know why parents can’t figure out how to RSVP. The day
before the party, when we hadn’t heard from anyone, I did make
sure we called one friend of the birthday girl’s who always
attends her classmates’ birthday parties, and luckily she
showed up. We allowed our older daughter to invite one of her
friends, just so we could be sure we’'d have at least some kids
joining the lame birthday party crowd of Mom, Dad, Grandma,
and Uncle Bud. Thank goodness we did that, otherwise my
daughter would have had NONE of her own friends show up at her
own birthday party! Luckily, she was fixated on the slumber
party that would take place at Grandma’s hotel later that
night, so she didn’t really seem to mind the one-kid turnout.
Of course, the one kid that could come was a very high-
maintenance kid, and she also had an accident minutes after
arriving at our house. AND, in order for her to be able to
come at all, she had to be dropped off at noon — 3 hours
before the party was to start! But like I said, it was all
worth it for our daughter to be able to have a friend at her
party.

Saturday night my mom was very generous with her offer to take
all 4 kids in her hotel room! Hubby and I ran like the wind,
seizing an opportunity to go to a drive-in movie theater kid-
less, even though neither of the movies sounded very
intriguing. But we had never been to a drive-in together, and
we found a place 45 minutes away. It was so cool; it was out
in the country; basically a farm that people converted into a
drive-in. A very far cry from the crowded drive-in I used to
visit as a teenager in a suburb called West Chicago — not a
very good area now, and even back then, there was always a
squad car patrolling inside. Not the case here — we were in
the middle of the country, and this place even had a little
snack truck and games you could rent for free while waiting
for the movie to start (cornhole — a regional favorite and
some mini-golf holes). The movies — Wolverine and 12 Rounds —
were not very thrilling, and the peaceful night air and late
hour did us in and we both fell asleep. Well, it had been



huge day and they can’t even start the first move until almost
9:30 when it gets dark enough, so no wonder. And, Jill the
GPS routed us into some construction on the way back so it
took us an hour to get home at 1:30 in the morning!
Construction in the pitch black middle of no where late at
night when you're SO tired can be very disorienting! We
didn’t have any kids all night thanks to my mom, but we had to
get up early the next morning to get breakfast before church
so by Sunday night, we were dragging! I should have really
taken a nap, but I was having such a great Mother’s Day..

We went out to breakfast Sunday morning, and then my mom and
uncle stayed to check out our church. It was a Llot of fun
for the kids to show them around, and I loved Sunday’s message
about motherhood. It was punctuated by a few wonderful
videos, and the pastor took a break from our ‘Fearless’ series
to focus on mothers and our special day — I really enjoyed
it. Especially the surprise Willie Nelson song they played at
the beginning of service! The pastor made sure to mention how
difficult Mother’s Day must be for those who have lost
children or for those who can’t have children, and I
couldn’t help but wonder about the people whose mothers have
passed on — must be an extremely difficult day for them too.
I have a few friends in that position; including one who lost
her mother not more than a few months ago. So as much as I
was enjoying my Mother’s Day, my thoughts and prayers were
also with those who didn’'t find the day a cause for
celebration. Here’s hoping you had a great Mother’s Day in
2009 with many more to come!



Cats Can’t Dance

Unbelievable but true, a Findlay, Ohio senior has been
suspended for taking his girlfriend to her prom. Tyler Frost
was warned by his school, Heritage Christian, to not attend
his girlfriend’s prom at Findlay High School. The
fundamentalist Baptist school distributes handbooks to the
students and includes rules that prohibit such things as rock
music, dancing, hand holding, and kissing. Whatever we may
think about the rules, they were printed and distributed to
every student. Who can speculate on the student’s decision to
attend the school: was he encouraged by his parents? However,
the more press I see about the incident the more I think Mr.
Frost was just out to make a name for himself. He and his
girlfriend are on their way to New York to make the rounds on
news programs. However, he will not be participating in his
high school graduation exercises but will receive his diploma
following his final exams. Honestly, it sounds like the old
issue of rock and roll being the devil’s music. Read more
details here.
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