That October Holiday

So what does it mean when it’s November and I still have posts
from September sitting on my front page? Still not all that
excited to blog I guess. It has now been over a week since
some of my Ohio friends came out and we all went haunt
hopping. It’'s a little late to review them, and I'm no expert
on this sort of thing anyway so I think I’'ll just say that it
was a good time had by all of us. Fortunately the threatening
rain stayed away. Sorry you had to miss the last haunt, J and
M. According to C & L it was really good, though whether it
be that I was third in a group or just my logical mind
drowning out the “let’s have fun” portion I just didn’t get as
much out of it. That said, I though the actors did a good
job, especially outdoors (I really wish I had seen the one
jumping out at the younger kids but I was facing the wrong
direction at the time- apparently their reactions were
priceless). Thanks again C & L for paying for that one.

For work, this week was much better than last for the most
part. The only work-day that had rain was Friday, but I was
able to take a full-day sub job that day instead, bumping my
one Friday gig to Saturday- yes, the holiday. Did you all
have a happy Martin Luther day? You know, the anniversary of
Luther nailing the Ninety-Five Theses to the church door in
1517 (the doors were popularly used as bulletin boards at that
time). Oh, you celebrated a different holiday you say? Well,
so did the kids on Friday. Unluckily for the teacher I subbed
for, her son got sick on party day so I was the lucky one who
got to take the job in her place. It was my favorite grade,
5th, and it was quite easy. The morning consisted of three
tests- didn’t you hate days like that in school?- split by an
hour of gym and music. At least one of the tests was only
spelling, so only two of them were big thinking tests. Of
course, I say “at least” for the spelling test as I was a
really good speller in school. I suppose for some it may have
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been just as rough as the other two.

Lunch time, then the kids were back in costume. Did I mention
this was the one day of the year 2/3 of the class went home
for lunch? All afternoon was party time. There was a costume
parade through the neighborhood scheduled as well, but- you
know- rain. As a result, the parents came to the school and
watched the kids march across the stage instead. Outside of
this time the parent volunteers were in charge. They
organized the classroom party- the food, games, and whatnot-
while I just helped as needed. The kids had a scavenger hunt,
played cauldron bowling and a scooter-relay with toilet paper
mummy-wrapping, created a haunted story web, felt brains,
hearts, and whatnot in a box, jumped for donuts on a string,
and had cupcakes and water (where was the punch??). Most of
the year in hometown district serving food in classrooms is a
big no-no- they even stopped birthday treats last year- but
this was one of the few times they still get to eat sweets in
class.

Some of the costumes were classic. There were a few wearing
ghoulish costumes including the obligatory Scream mask, some
costumes of movie/tv characters like Darth Maul, and a few M&M
girls, but there were some stand-out ones including a girl
with an overturned bowl of spaghetti on her head (represented
by white yarn with brown yarn-ball meatballs), another girl
who came as a washing machine with her head under a pile of
“dirty” clothes on top, and a boy who came as a vending
machine. Actually, while original, I'm not sure the last one
would have won any awards. The front really did look like a
vending machine with real chips, candy bars, and whatnot, but
in reality it was what could have been a store demo with
straps so he could wear it in front of him. It was apparently
heavy too, as he took the elevator upstairs instead of the
stairs. I hope he had permission, but I felt for him so I
didn’'t ask. The washing machine on the other hand was an
excellent costume. I already mentioned the pile of clothes to



hide her face, but it also came complete with a box of fabric
softener and bottle of detergent taped or glued to it. The
only thing that would have improved the costume was if the
round door in front actually opened revealing more clothes.

So what did I do for halloween? Well, following work on the
windy day I.. handed out candy. Yep, that was it. I did have
a “phantom of the opera” half-mask, so I wore it when I
answered the door, but that was pretty much it. We had our
usual half-dozen groups of kids come to our door. Seriously,
is our house on the sex-offender list or something? Since
moving here we have had no more than ten groups of costumed
candy-beggars stop by each year. Nothing at all like or
previous location across from a school. Oh, well.

We did have a 4th/5th grade church party Friday night, but
this post is getting long so I think I will save it for a
future church post.

A Not-So-Perfect End To A
Perfect Day

WHEW!! I have to admit that we totally overdid it on
Halloween, but in a good way — at one point in the evening, my
5-year-old said “how many parties are we going to?!? We threw
a Halloween-themed game night on Friday, complete with things
like spider venom, truth serum, and rat vomit for drinks and
snacks. Most guests wore costumes, and there was a wide
collection of characters, from witches to fishes to Star Wars
characters and a vampire — we even had a gay construction
worker! Fun was had, but as usual, we stayed up too late and
failed to rest up for our huge day ahead — HALLOWEEN!
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We began Saturday by making the rats costumes and taking them
to the pet store for a costume contest. No word yet how they
placed in the contest, but Bobby Jack dressed as a zebra while
Oreo was a Pink Lady from Grease — the kids had a blast! We
took the rats home and headed out to the ice rink for the
annual community Halloween party — one of my favorite things
about living here. We get there right when it opens and head
straight for the hayride, where we are driven around the huge
park. Occasionally, creepy creatures run from hideouts among
the trees and chase the wagon! Not as many people were in
line this year, so we got to ride the hayride twice, and then
the kids tried some of the games, the maze, and the bouncy
castles, while Mom and Dad chatted with long-lost friends and
sipped slushies and hot chocolate (everything at this party is
free and donated by local businesses and organizations!) We
got our hot dogs to go this year, and they told us to take a
huge pumpkin home — we still have to carve our pumpkins, so we
were more than happy to get one more!

We were able to rest for about an hour, then it was time for
trick-or-treating. We moved into our neighborhood 3 vyears
ago, and we learned the first year that it’s not good for
trick-or-treating. We love where we live, but come Halloween,
it seems like many neighbors aren’t home, so we’d have to make
the kids walk blocks for only a few houses with porch lights
on. So we drive across town and trick-or-treat in a friendly
neighborhood where some friends live, and we started with
their house. Our little guy dressed as Barney, Disney was
Dora the Explorer, Sammie was a princess, and Taylor was a
bloody prom girl.



I absolutely love Halloween — of course I think my own kids
were the cutest, but I 1love seeing all the kids dressed up.
An honorable mention goes to the 4 teenage boys who were
dressed as the Teletubbies — my 3-year-old daughter was asking
where the Teletubbies were all night, but we never did catch
up to them..
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We took in quite a haul with the 4 kids, and after the second
house, our 15%-month-old had the hang of taking candy from
strangers. Ok, that sounds really bad, but Halloween 1is a
unique event, he was allowed, and it was really cute! We got
in the car after we were done trick-or-treating and headed
over to a party at our friends’ church. The kids had a blast
there as always, and we made out like bandits in the raffle!
Years of not winning anything we entered apparently caught up
with us on Halloween night because a few bucks in raffle
tickets won us 2 value meals at Burger King and 3 really cool
brand new toys for the kids!

But here is where things start to change from perfect to
overwhelming — at the church we ran into my Kindergartner’s
friend Hannah from preschool. This child has many medical
issues, and she’s been in and out of the hospital her entire
life for brain surgeries. Her mother was telling us how she
doesn’t 1like her preschool anymore and how she’s been
depressed because she doesn’t have any friends. So who could
possible tell this little girl “no” when she asked if she
could come sleep over again? Certainly not us, no matter how
exhausted we were from the weekend’s activities..

After the church, we headed over to the community theater
where they were having a Wizard of 0z party. I was
completely exhausted, and we had to hurry home to meet up with
my daughter’s little friend, but I really enjoyed the Wizard
of 0z party during the short time we were there. They did an
AWESOME job with the decorations, and there were so many neat
0z-themed games and activities — even a yellow brick road! -
that I will forgive the inclusion of some things from Wicked.
I guess I should say for any readers who don’t know — I'm a
huge Wizard of 0z fan, but it’s the movie that I really
enjoy. I don’t remember the book much, and what I've seen of
Wicked did not impress me, to say the least, but that'’s
another blog post altogether..

So FINALLY we get home, and Hannah is waiting for us. At this



point, I was SO incredibly tired, not to mention my car full
of garbage, pieces of costume, and spilled candy. All I
wanted to do was end Halloween my favorite way — watching a
scary movie with Hubby. So we got the kids (all SIX of them,
since two daughters had friends over) as settled as was
humanly possible after I-don’t-even-want-to-think-about how
much candy and were about to start our movie when Hannah
comes down the stairs. We sent her back up, and checked email
and basically killed some time until we felt confident we
could start a movie without any kids coming downstairs or
calling for us. Well, that never happened. Somehow, we had
forgotten that Hannah is a friend who is very needy and also
one who outright REFUSES to go to bed. We started the movie
anyway, and we only had to interrupt it like 5 times (a late
80’'s thriller called I,Madman — both hubby and I recommend
it!). But Hannah began one of her many descents down the
stairs right during a climatic moment in the movie, which made
my husband jump a mile high, which in turn made my heart stop
and stomach drop. And that was when I knew I wouldn’t be
falling asleep for hours. Hannah finally fell asleep when
there was only 15 minutes left in the movie, but she outlasted
every one of the other kids, and by then, it was 2 am! I
guess you could say I put my extra daylight savings hour to
good use; I think it’s the only hour of sleep I got! I had
trouble falling asleep, then I had terrible nightmares all
night and kept waking up — one was about Hannah; I'm not even
kidding! I woke up early to the sounds of kids playing and
couldn’t fall back asleep. So here we are, the Sunday after
Halloween, dead tired with a messy Halloween-themed house and
a trashed car. But at least our house once again contains
only the 4 kids who live here, and the main trouble-maker has
been sacked out all day — told you we overdid it!

Hope you had a GREAT Halloween!!!
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Happy Post Halloween

Unless of course you are reading from some part of the world
which is still 1living in October 31st. My holiday was
EXCELLENT even with the working part. Friday, I got into my
vampire costume complete with double-layered cape, full facial
makeup, tuxedo, the whole nine yards. I even got to frighten
my young nieces. Poor Sydney may not speak to me for a
while. As always, I had an awesome time with friends playing
games all pretty loud and late, but great times!!!!

Today was another long Saturday at the store. Unfortunately,
no costumes allowed.. What crazy place is this?! However, I was
allowed to sit on the ledge infront of the store to hand out
candy... as long as I did not go overboard. Hopefully, a bag
of Starburst, Baby Ruth, and an assortment of kisses, Rolo,
and Reese’s PBCs was not too much. I did get to see the
nieces and nephews in their get ups. Shelby was a sorceress
of some kind; Joshua was the ULTIMATE NERD; Elizabeth was a
dark ninja; Alex was a police officer; Alyssa was a 50s chick
complete with poodle skirt and a “leather” jacket I seem to
recall from a show or two in years past; Noah was a skeleton;
little Sydney was a cowgirl. All adorable.. here is 5 of the
seven.

EUnfortunately, the 50s chick is not wearing the black
jacket. Hope everyone had a spooktacular Halloween. And The
YANKS are up 2 games to 1. 2 more wins and they will win
their 27th WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP! My favorite part of Game three:
pitcher Andy Pettite had a hit, RBI, and was nearly passed by
Derek Jeter as the two made their way home! Final Score:
Yankees 8.. Phillies 5.

Now.. I can enjoy my extra hour of sleep. Don’t forget to fall
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back!

[]Not to be outdone here are little Chloe and big sister Kyli
all the way rom Alaska.

A Character Of Pure Evil

Tonight, the cast of It’s a Wonderful Life met to have a mass
read-through of the script. I must say that I did not know
that there were so many characters of such evil intentions in
the literature surrounding what is traditionally known as the
“most wonderful time of the year.” First, we have Ebenezer
Scrooge (I really want to see the new version coming next
weekend). Years later, the Grich very nearly stole Christmas

from “every Who down in Whoville.” Now, I have been
introduced to a character who has so many unredeemable
qualities that he puts both of them to shame. Henry F.

Potter is going to be a magnificent role to portray. I have
been an evil HENCHMAN before; however, I have never before
been THE evil character with his own entourage. Just reading
the script, I could tell how delicious this will be.

I will once again be on the glorious Huber stage with a large
cast both young and older and some of which I have been
fortunate to work with before. Another WCCTer will be making
his debut on the stage. He was even taking pictures of the
bare stage and marveling at the size. People have asked me
where I prefer to perform: anywhere they will have me. How's
that for a diplomatic answer?

I did manage to get home by the third inning of Game 2. I
had to call my pals and relate my excitement! Sorry I
interrupted The Office. I could not believe that they were


https://www.tangents.org/community-theatre/a-character-of-pure-evil/

actually able to watch as it was broadcast. And I am extra
excited because the series is now tied 1-1 and tomorrow is a
travel day to the City of Brotherly Love. Four Games to go!!!

Sometimes Just One Word Can
Mean A Lot

Like in a newspaper’s picture caption. Many locals make fun
of our county’s newspaper; pointing out miscellaneous typos,
erroneous information and errors, but today’s typo in the
following picture caption is kind of a big oopsie:

The line for the HIN1 virus snakes through the parking lot at
the County Fairgrounds
Wednesday afternoon.

Obviously our county does not have people lining up to get the
HIN1 virus; the replacement word here in case you’'ve fallen
asleep is vaccine. The line for the HIN1 vaccine snakes
through...

Now that would be one nasty small-town rumor!

The Lee Utley Show

Ok, ok.. granted.. Game One of the World Series was not C.C.'s
finest pitching outing. Cliff Lee pitched his behind off and
the defending World Champs definitely came into the Bronx
ready to go.. but IT WAS ONLY GAME ONE, FOLKS! Yanks in 6! Very
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little to say that went well for a Yankee fan other than we
are glad game one 1is over. A-Rod silenced, Mark “Chris”
Teixiera no help either, C.C. down in seven after getting no
help from his offense. In fact, very little offensively
until the ninth when we finally got a run in. Once again Fox
Sports announcing duo managed their typical balanced
commentary. I do believe there was a total of two players on
the field and neither wore pinstripes.

Final: Phillies 6, Yankees 1

Game 2 Tomorrow night. Have a read-through so I will have to
miss half. GO YANKS!!! Maybe we will get to see a pie
delivered by starter A.J. Burnett (hopefully not since they
only come after a from behind victory).

An evening with lines

Studying lines for tomorrow night’s rehearsal. I have some fun
parts and they are the smaller roles. The intoxicated Santa at
the beginning of the play is going to be a lot of fun all on 3
lines. Another 3 1lines, and being on stage with my 3rd
daughter makes the role of Dr. 2 very fun. Another 3 lines for
another small part and 3 more for my 4th small part. 12 lines
all memorized.

Some lines were taken away and I was given the part of Kris
Kringle’s friend and Dr from the Maplewood home, Kris’ home
away from the North Pole. This should be fun.

Anyway back to the lines...
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Quack Doctors — Take Two

Just a little update to let you know my mouth is finally
feeling better and yesterday I was able to indulge in food and
got to actually enjoy the feeling of being full for the first
time in an entire week. No thanks to our local doctors,
though, my husband made me some sort of concoction from stuff
we had around the house that I swished around in my mouth. I
don’t know if it was coincidence or if that’'s what finally did
the trick, but all I have to say to the doctor’s $300
mouthwash is HMPF! And it should be noted that we went to the
doctor’s office again yesterday and sat there for an hour and
half waiting for the doctor whom they said was out to lunch.
I didn't want to pay to be seen again, but I wanted him to
change my prescription to something that would help me and
that I could afford. Finally tired of waiting, we left with
the nurse’s promise that she would call me as soon as he got
back from lunch, but they never even bothered to call until
this morning when I was finally feeling better. Rude isn’t
even the word for this, I was in agony! And all that after 3
different nurses and Walmart told us like 5 different ways
they could help me, none of which turned out to be true. As
my husband put it, it seems like at this medical center, the
right hand doesn’t know what the left hand is doing! Kind of
sounds like another local organization we’ve worked with, but
that'’s another blog..

I'm a bit concerned that this canker sore problem is something
that I might have to deal with from now on in my old age.

Even though we think this latest canker sore outbreak was
caused by hand, foot, and mouth disease, the doctor shrugged
off our internet diagnosis since it’s so rare in adults. So
if he’s right and it was just canker sores, it might be
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something that I’'ll have to deal with every once in a while,
especially since it seems to be a hereditary problem! Let'’s
hope not — my family can’t handle the stress of anyone else
being sick!

On a side note, please pray for my little nephew who was
admitted last night into the hospital with croup. I'm praying
that he gets well and that it’s not HIN1 and that none of the
other kids he was playing with (his brother and my kids!) last
weekend get it. I'm really really hoping we can dodge some
bullets this flu season since there are six of us, thus six
open doors for viruses to come into our household. But for
now, we’'re hanging tough (groan!) and ready to party this
Halloween weekend. Don’t worry — I plan on getting the house
scrubbed down for all of you coming to the Halloween party!
Can’t wait!

I think we need a lawyer...

Some trouble with casting the latest show I'm in. At one point
in time all of the roles were cast and everything was going
well. I'm not sure what happened but we lost one of our male
actors and on of the females. We had volunteers to take up the
missing female parts, but we still need one more male. I'm
sure our director is at her wits end.

The male parts available would be an lawyer for the court room
all in Act 2. If that part wasn’t desired, the new male actor
could play Mr. Macy and other assorted roles. We have about 4
weeks left for rehearsal, and are almost desperate for this.
We have other actors with multiple roles, but because all of
us are in the courtroom scenes, we can’t take on this one
additional role.
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Hey, it is only about 40 lines. Anybody in the Williams County
OH area want a chance to be on stage????

King In Ohio

I have recently started reading novels by Stephen King and I
must say that they really are page turners. I have been
considering them for a while and ever since I picked up Carrie
from the library I have been hooked. Great character
development, plot, and creepiness throughout. I have been
working my way through pretty much in order of publication. I
really liked ‘Salem’s Lot (a terrific vampire nail-biter).
The Shining just creeped me out (I have never seen the Jack
Nicholson movie.. I dunno if I will).

I am now making my way through the 1100+ page uncut, unedited
version of The Stand. While spending a lot of time backstage
in the last play I was in, I was only starting on the post-
apocalyptic novel. An apocalypse brought upon by a strain of
(now isn’t this ironic) a superflu..0OH, GREAT! The survivors
of the epidemic make their way from various points of the
country to Colorado. Some of these make their way via I-80/90
through my neck of the woods. Archbold, Maumee, and even
little Columbia are mentioned. I am in the 800s so I am
nearing the climax and good thing with the next play starting
rehearsals Thursday night.

Intriguingly, one of Mr. King’s short stories is no longer to
be found on the open market which only increases my desire to
hunt down a copy. Following the rash of high school shootings
in the late 1990s, the novelist himself made the decision to
pull Rage from publication. The plot was a little too close
to the tragic events.


https://www.tangents.org/books/king-in-ohio/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rage_(novel)

Suspenseful, page turners all. I have seen a few of the other
movies adapted from the books: Firestarter and Christine years
ago; The Running Man (starring the Governator); The Shawshank
Redemption and The Green Mile, of course. However, I rarely
prefer a movie adaptation to the original novel.



