THAT Time Of Year!!

The list of Academy Country Music Award nominees was announced
today! And while I'm not entirely in agreement with some of
them, that still does not dampen my excitement for the actual
awards show — now held in April, which is even earlier than
its past May ceremonies. I’'m going to wait to give my picks
for winners until we get closer to the show — I need some more
time to listen to the artists, their songs, and the buzz
surrounding them on country radio. But I can say that I'm not
a big fan of Lady Antebellum, a group who leads the pack in
number of nominations. Uh, oh.. perhaps country music 1is
leaving me behind since I strongly prefer classic country and
those modern artists who are seemingly fading into the
background such as Alan Jackson, Garth Brooks, Martina
McBride, Tim McGraw, Faith Hill, George Strait, Reba McEntire,
Brooks and Dunn, and Rascal Flatts.. I do like Carrie
Underwood, but I'm not so crazy for Taylor Swift (cute name
though!). All that being said, I still enjoy the annual
extravaganza immensely; especially the live performances. I
am especially excited that unlike the ACM awards autumn
counterpart, the CMA awards which are held on Wednesday
nights, the spring ACM awards show is held on Sunday evenings
— which means that I don’t have to ditch my youth group
students, haha! Here's the list of nominees; we will find out
who wins on April 18, 2010!

Entertainer of the Year:

* Kenny Chesney ¢ Toby Keith ¢ Brad Paisley ¢ George Strait -
Taylor Swift e Carrie Underwood < Keith Urban ¢ Zac Brown Band

Top Male Vocalist:
* Kenny Chesney ¢ Brad Paisley ¢ Darius Rucker e« George Strait
e Keith Urban

Top Female Vocalist:
e Miranda Lambert ¢ Reba McEntire ¢ Taylor Swift ¢ Carrie
Underwood ¢ Lee Ann Womack
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Top Vocal Group:
e Lady Antebellum e« Little Big Town e+ Randy Rogers Band -
Rascal Flatts ¢ Zac Brown Band

Top Vocal Duo:
e Brooks & Dunn < Joey + Rory e« Montgomery Gentry e« Steel
Magnolia ¢ Sugarland

Top New Solo Vocalist:
* Luke Bryan e« Jamey Johnson ¢ Chris Young

Top New Vocal Duo:
 Bomshel ¢ Joey + Rory ¢ Steel Magnolia

Top new Vocal Group:
« Eli Young Band * Gloriana * The Lost Trailers

Album of the Year:

e “American Saturday Night” — Brad Paisley e+ “Lady Antebellum”
— Lady Antebellum -+ “Play On” - Carrie Underwood -
“Revolution” — Miranda Lambert ¢ “The Foundation” — Zac Brown
Band

Single Record:
e “Need You Now” — Lady Antebellum + “People Are Crazy” -
Billy Currington < “Red Light” — David Nail e« “Toes” — Zac

Brown Band ¢ “White Liar” — Miranda Lambert
Song:
e “Cowboy Casanova” — Carrie Underwood ¢ “Need You Now” — Lady

Antebellum e« “People Are Crazy” — Billy Currington < “White
Liar” — Miranda Lambert ¢ “You Belong With Me” — Taylor Swift

Video:
« “Boots On” — Randy Houser ¢ “Need You Now” — Lady Antebellum
e “Welcome To The Future” — Brad Paisley -+ “White Liar” -

Miranda Lambert ¢ “You Belong With Me” — Taylor Swift

Vocal Event:
e “Hillbilly Bone” — Blake Shelton featuring Trace Adkins -



“Honky Tonk Stomp” — Brooks & Dunn featuring Billy Gibbons -
“I Told You So” — Carrie Underwood featuring Randy Travis -
“I'm Alive” — Kenny Chesney with Dave Matthews <« “Seeing
Stars” — Jack Ingram featuring Patty Griffin



