
Songbird
Yes, as you may have guessed I am adding my own thoughts on
the  music  of  one  Whitney  Houston.   Saturday  evening,  I
received a text from my cousin asking me if I had heard of
Whitney’s passing.  Right after reading the message, I checked
out the hub of social activity and sure enough there were
already 20 posts devoted to the diva.  Growing up in the 80s,
I  was  lucky  enough  to  have  lived  to  see  and  hear  the
infectious music of two powerhouse phenomenons: both of them
are gone.  However, they each left an indelible mark on the
music world that still has yet to be surpassed.  In the 1980s,
Ms. Houston shared a stat of having 7 number one singles in a
row!   Not only was she a pop diva but frequently returned to
her gospel roots with such notable entries as the soundtrack
to her film The Preacher’s Wife.

The 1990s was also a high point for Whitney with the monstrous
film and soundtrack to The Bodyguard which featured a cover of
Dolly Parton’s “I Will Always Love You” as well as performing
what is arguably the finest performance of the National Anthem
of any Super Bowl.  Who else can claim to have had their
version played on radio stations across the country weeks
after it was presented?

Say what you will about the tragic life outside the music.  I
choose to leave that for the tabloid mongers.  Anyone who
lived during the 80s-90s can name at least one Whitney Houston
song.  Like it or lump it, her music is infectious whether it
be a hit pop ditty that makes you want to get up and dance
(With somebody who loves me) or a powerful torch song.  OH…
and lest I forget, she served as the Executive Producer and
Fairy  Godmother  on  a  multi-ethnic  version  of  a  televised
version of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Cinderella.

My favorite Houstons song is a duet with Jermaine Jackson that
I do not believe was a major hit.  I only discovered it as
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part of a Greatest Hits compilation more than a few years ago.



And her remarkable Anthem from 1991:



She could have so over done this but chose to keep it straight
and simple and is all the more powerful for it.  Thank you
Whitney!


