
Best In Film
Seriously, how many different groups  must we listen to in
order to determine what is the best film of all time?  We
already  have  the  periodic  AFI  specials.   Tonight  we  had
another group telling us which was supposed (I believe) to
take the popular vote into account.  One of several genres I
caught was “Best Musical.”  Of course, I had to comment on
that one.  I took umbrage with the five choices and their
placement.  Now we have “Best Kiss?”  OH< PLEASE!  Back to the
topic at hand…

Best Musical:

West Side Story (1961) I don’t believe that there has
ever been a more celebrated movie musical… winner of 10
Academy Awards.  The Romeo and Juliet story told amidst
the backdrop of gang infested New York City.  Elvis was
offered the lead role of Tony; however, turned it down
because he thought it would tarnish his image if he were
associated  with  a  film  that  dealt  with  violence.
 Fascinating, since one of his earliest films, King
Creole, dealt with just that.  I, personally would have
placed this one higher.
Singin’ in the Rain (1952) Classic, CLASSIC, CLASSIC!
Gene Kelly dancing and singing with a 103º temperature
while being drenched by a mixture of water and milk
(because water alone did not show up well enough).  My
favorite scene, Donald O’Connor’s “Make Em’ Laugh” song
and dance.
The Wizard of Oz (1939) WHAT!!!!  Totally missed out on
this one! Especially when you look at the next two.  One
tidbit I was not aware of:  at times, Judy Garland could
not stand working with Toto because his breath was so
awful.  Help me out, Taylhis… have you heard THAT one?!
Grease (1978) While I do enjoy a viewing from time to
time, this one gets on my nerves.  Maybe it is from all
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the times my siblings and I were allowed to stay up past
our bedtimes to watch it on a school night… maybe it was
the drama of a certain community theatre’s production.
 Definitely voted too high… should have been #5 at best.
 Well… at least the horrendous Dirty Dancing was not in
the top 5.  I guess there are some who consider it a
musical.
The Sound of Music (1965) The most profitable movie
musical of all time.  With inflation taken into account,
it has made over $1 billion placing it third all time
behind Gone with the Wind and the original Star Wars. I
would have a hard time deciding between this and Oz as
the top musical.  Both are personal favorites.

At least they got the “Top Action Film” correct.  Raiders of
the Lost Ark.  No bloody Indiana Jones and the… placed before
the title.  When did they add that, anyway?  I dunno… would
anyone be game for a fifth installment?  Harrison Ford would
be if the story was right.  Just do away with Indy’s son.


