Monday, Monday

Don’t you just hate when you run out of certain household
staples and a trip to the store becomes imminent whether you
planned it for that day or not? Happened to me today, and
wouldn’t you know, it was a cold December rainy day.
Complicating what should have been a simple run to the store
were my 5 kids and the fact that the rain decided to change
over into sleet and ice during the trip.

As always, it took us almost an hour to get ready to go. It
takes forever for the kids to listen well enough and to stop
playing long enough to pull on socks, shoes, and coats. Since
2 of my kids are in diapers and one is being bottle fed, my
diaper bag these days is huge and takes some time to pack
every time I leave the house; especially when I have to take
breaks from packing it to tend to the baby and the various
needs of various kids. Finally, we were ready to leave the
house, but somewhere in the melee I decided to leave my 2
oldest kids home. Contributing to my decision, Sammie was
having a rough and crabby day, so I decided it would be most
productive for the family if she and her brother were
separated since that’s where today’s fights were centered.
Except that meant that I had to come up with a home-schooling
project for the girls to do while the rest of us were out,
which meant further delay.

I get most of our family’s staples at Walmart because they are
usually cheapest and it’s the whole one-stop shopping thing.

Except that their milk prices are horrible, so today I found
it worth the savings to unload all 3 kids (ages 2 mos., 3
years and 5 years) to make an extra stop at Rite Aid.

Besides, I’'ve had a hankering for some Combos and Rite Aid
often has them on sale. But wouldn’t you know it, today was a
Monday and there wasn’t a sale on Combos, nor was there any
milk on the shelves at all! “The truck is usually here by
now,” said the clerk when I asked about the absence of milk,
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but his musing didn’t help me any. So I re-loaded all the
little kids and headed to Walmart — by now the rain was
turning to sleet and the driving visibility was compromised.
We made it across town safely with a quick pitstop at the gas
station because it was coffee Monday, which meant all sizes of
coffee are just $.89. But they were out of 24 o0z. cups.
Which meant that I had to have a 20 ounce cup for the same
price as a 24 ounce cup would have cost — the kind of stuff
that normally gets my goat. No matter, I shouldn’t have
coffee greed anyway, but now I was cold, wet, and slightly
irritated.. and I had all these KIDS with which to deal.. that
extra 4 ounces of coffee could have served me well!

On to Walmart where I had to circle the lot 3 times to find a
decent parking spot. Not that I'm lazy, but it makes me
nervous to walk through the parking lot with so many little
kids, at least one of whom doesn’t listen well and tends to
run off whenever he pleases. I got a break because my parking
spot was next to a cart return, so I loaded all 3 kids into a
cart — though it was a bit of a feat to fit them all in along
with my huge diaper bag. We had plans to switch into a more
kid-friendly cart once we got inside, but the kid-rider carts
were all buried behind other carts, leaving me no choice but
to leave my kid-filled cart in the path of every other shopper
who entered the Walmart in that particular 5 minute span. The
shopping itself was uneventful, unless you count the fact that
my son tumbled out of the cart (did it have to be while he was
explaining to me how he likes Justin Beiber’s songs just not
Justin Beiber himself? And one wonders what that all even
means when coming from a 3-year-old..) We had to stop a few
times to nurse his wounds and to feed his brother, but then we
were on our way. I didn’t realize until my groceries were all
bagged up that I forgot my wallet, meaning that I had to drag
all the kids back out to the car in the now freezing rain (it
actually made noises as it bounced against our cheeks) to get
my wallet and then to return to the store to buy our
groceries.. not to mention maneuvering BACK to the car to



load up all the kids and the groceries..

Following that, my intentions were good; I was going to bring
Hubby a special half-price fountain drink from Sonic for Happy
Hour, but I ran out of gas. Well, I didn’t run out of gas and
get stranded in the cold, so for that I'm thankful. But after
all of the illustrations of Murphy’s Law I witnessed on this
Monday, I decided not to risk stopping at the gas station
again for gas — coffee Monday or not.

In case you had the same sort of Monday and need a theme song:



