
Legitimate  School
Interruption or Propaganda?
Because I have two kids in the local city school system at the
same  time,  I  receive  double  the  school  memos.   So  while
Friday’s  after-school-folder-clean-out  yielded  the  usual
classwork, homework and doodles, there were also some notices
clearly indicative of these times in which we’re living: a
list of swine flu H1N1 symptoms and (what I thought at the
time anyway)  to be a routine parental notice with optional
exclusion form.  You know the type –  I would not like my son
/ daughter to participate in the following school activity
(fill in the blank, field trip, sex ed, open lunch, etc.),
signed (parent’s name). This time the form was in reference to
an  address  by  Barrack  Obama,  the  President  of  the  United
States, to the students of the country.  When I  received the
memo, I was all in favor.  I would not be one of the parents
who declined my child the opportunity to be involved with
current events and history in the making.  I thought it was
great  that  the  President  was  making  an  unprecedented,
concentrated effort to make a positive influence on America’s
youth.  But then I read CNN.com and the other news outlets,
and I saw that some people seemed to be using this as a
political soundboard, and I think it’s just sad that some
people use everything our President does as a reason to bring
up racial tension.

I would like to steer my blog from most politics, however, I
am a parent of two kids who are in American public schools, so
this is an issue that hits close to home.  So whether you
watch the Obama student address or not, whether you approve of
the President and/or his message to students, consider the
significance of the Presidential address taking place this
Tuesday, September 8, 2009 for what it is – history in the
making.
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