Felonious Dishonesty?

What do you think about this: a quy goes to the drive-up
window at his bank, and they accidentally give him $3350 that
was supposed to go to another customer. He drives off. He is
now facing felony theft charges.

I wanted to blog about this because I really disagree with
it. Morally, it wasn’t right of the man to drive off with
money he knew did not belong to him. Ethically, he should
have notified the teller of his or her mistake, and the teller
should have thanked him profusely. But I believe that to
charge this guy with theft is wrong. Sure, he took someone
else’s money, but it was a bad decision made in the heat of
the moment. He saw a lot of money, it had been given to him,
and he made a mistake. It was a bad decision, and a greedy
one at that, but deserving of a felony? I think not. If
convicted, this man will have a felony record. He will have
trouble finding employment, and he will lose basic freedoms
that many people take for granted, such as owning a gun or
being able to vote. I believe it to be a bit severe to slap
him with a felony record when his crime shows no premeditation
nor malice toward another. For all he knew, he was given the
money and he might not have realized that his taking it would
have hurt anyone. He did not hold up the bank, and order a
teller to give it to him or use a gun to get the money.
Again, clearly the wrong thing to do morally, but were his
actions criminal?

What do you think? Check as many answers as you’'d like, and
feel free to add any thoughts or opinions you have in the
comments section.

[poll 1d="20"]

If you would like to read the article before voting in my
poll, below is a copy of the original article that was printed



https://www.tangents.org/current-events/felonious-dishonesty/
https://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=402490

on dailyherald.com. Hmm, I see that his court date is only
days away. I will post an update to this story if I come
across one.

A man who reportedly drove off after a bank teller mistakenly
gave him $3,350 that was supposed to go to another customer
now faces felony theft charges.

The teller at a drive-in window of Chase Bank, 2555 Golf
Road, Hoffman Estates, accidentally sent the cash to the
wrong customer and quickly told the recipient to come inside
the bank, said Cook County Assistant State’s Attorney Moe
Ahmad.

But the driver, whose name and address was known to the bank
because of his transaction, drove away, Ahmad said.

Hoffman Estates police arrested Luis Villarreal, a 26-year-
old stay-at-home father, Thursday in his home in the 600
block of Alcoa Lane in Hoffman Estates. Ahmad said police
found $2,920 in a diaper bag.

Cook County Associate Judge John J. Scotillo set Villarreal’s
bond at $25,000 and ordered him to appear at 9 a.m. Sept. 16
in room 108 of the Rolling Meadows Courthouse.



