An Angel And A King Forever

Thursday June 25, 2009. Two iconic figures of pop culture;
two tragic deaths. One that will surely (and has already)
overshadow the other. Growing up, I did not really know
Farrah Fawcett as her most famous role. I remember her
hyphenated moniker Fawcett-Majors. I remember seeing reruns
of the Six Million Dollar Man in which she co-starred with her
then husband, Lee Majors. I even believed that she was the
actress who played the Bionic Woman. I guess Charlie’s Angels
was on after my bedtime. Her bravery through suffering has
been well documented and must have been heavy upon those who
loved her. She is definitely in a better place.

On the other hand, the weeks ahead will undoubtedly focus on
the self-proclaimed King of Pop. No matter what the last
decade or so of Michael Jackson’s life may have brought the
fact remains: the man had an extreme amount of talent
musically, and performance wise. I will not dwell on the
tabloid details of his life but will say that I do remember
his heyday in the early to mid 80s and was enthralled with his
extreme talent. I was with my family in Texas the summer of
1984 during the Jackson’s Victory tour and remember thinking
how cool it would be to be able to get impossible tickets. I
also remember the videos (when videos were actually shown on
MTV) that were mini-movies. Thriller is still a masterpiece
aurally and visually. Ironically, I just watched it via
youtube earlier this week. Nearly 15 minutes. 28 million
copies of the album sold worldwide. Experts are already
speculating that the world will never again see the like. His
life may have been troublesome and strange. I think being
tossed into the spotlight at the age of 4 and continue for 4
decades would be difficult to say the least.

To say nothing of the passing of Johnny Carson’s second
banana, Ed McMahon. Not a good week for pop culture. Peace
and healing to all the families of these three icons.
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