35 Years Later And Still
Rockin’

Today marks the 35 anniversary of the death of Elvis Presley.
A record 75,000 fans were on hand at Graceland for the
candlelight vigil held every year beginning last night. This
morning, his ex-wife Priscilla and their only daughter Lisa
Marie were interviewed side-by-side for the first time inside
the mansion. Remarkably, Elvis’ biggest fear was that he
would be forgotten as quickly as his fame rose. Obviously, it
can be argued that he is at least as popular today as he was
in his prime.

Also highlighted in a 24 hour marathon is the Hollywood years.
31 movies made in only 13 years (in 1968 he made at least 4
movies). A few show what he could have become. Many are fun
to watch while a lot are painful to watch and for him,
personally, to make. This afternoon while sick in bed, I
tried to watch Double Trouble. In one scene, he sings “0Old
MacDonald” to a 17 year-old girl who throws herself at him
every chance she gets. I gratefully rolled over and went back
to sleep.

This morning, I also heard a rendition of one of my 3 favorite
Elvis songs performed as a duet with Lisa Marie and found a
video of 1t to share. Almost remarkable how much daughter
resembles father. Over the years, I have come to not only
appreciate the power and heart that he brought to the more
“meaningful” songs but to prefer them. What a loss at only 42
years of age.
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