Spring Ahead.. to Country
Music Award Time!

Actually, it’'’s time for the Academy of Country Music awards
(ACM’s), which are totally different than the Country Music
Association’s awards (CMA’s), but somehow Spring Ahead to the
Academy of Country Music Awards just didn’t make such a great
blog title. For you country music fans out there, you know
that spring and fall are the awesome times of year for country
music awards. We get 2 great awards shows, and coming up 1in
May are the ACM awards — the nominations were announced last
week, that’s why I get to write about this now. I was lucky
enough to attend this show live one time in 2000. It was
TOTALLY AWESOME — I'd LOVE to go back.. something like that
(and lots of liquor) just might get me on an airplane again..

yeah right. Anyway, Dolly Parton hosted, and Dick Clark ran
around the stage during the breaks fretting over this and that
and everything in between. Winners’ acceptance speeches got
cut off, and there was the general glitz and glam of any L.A.
awards show — only we were there! And talk about a GREAT
concert! Getting to see like, 15 top country music performers
LIVE, singing only their hits was unbeatable. And I learned a
lot too because I had never been to the taping of a live tv
event before. Did you know that they have “stand-ins” ready
in case anyone who is seated down in front has to leave for
the bathroom or anything else? They pay models to dress up
and get ready in case they need to sit in say, Wynonna Judd’s
seat so it’s not empty when they show the audience on tv if Wy
needs a potty break (that actually happened!). So anyway,
this year I will be watching the ACM’s from the comfort of my
couch; hopefully without interuptions from kids (should change
the name of this post to Yeah, Right).

I can’t remember if it’s the ACM’s or the CMA’s where they’ll
have a live performer, and then that person will be nominated
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for the next award, so after their performance they’ll be
waiting backstage, and every time they end up winning the
award! I wish they’d make it a little less obvious! We like
to fill out our own ballots and make a guessing game out of
our picks for winners, and this type of format makes that too
easy! All you have to do is figure out the order of award
presentations, figure out the schedule of performers, and
Viola! You've won the bet! I’'ll let you know come CMA awards
time which awards show does this, unless they’ve (hopefully)
changed things by now.

Here are the nominees this year, enjoy the show!

ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR

Kenny Chesney

Brad Paisley

Rascal Flatts

George Strait Keith Urban

TOP MALE VOCALIST

Rodney Atkins

Kenny Chesney

Brad Paisley

George Strait

Keith Urban

TOP FEMALE VOCALIST

Miranda Lambert

Martina McBride




LeAnn Rimes

Taylor Swift

Carrie Underwood

TOP VOCAL GROUP

Diamond Rio

Eagles

Emerson Drive

Little Big Town

Rascal Flatts

TOP VOCAL DUO

Big & Rich

Brooks & Dunn

Halfway To Hazard

Montgomery Gentry

Sugarland

TOP NEW MALE VOCALIST

Luke Bryan
Jack Ingram
Jake Owen

TOP _NEW FEMALE VOCALIST

Sarah Buxton



Kellie Pickler
Taylor Swift

TOP NEW DUO OR VOCAL GROUP

Carolina Rain
Lady Antebellum
The Wreckers

ALBUM OF THE YEAR J[Award to Artist(s)/Producer(s)/Record

Company]

5th Gear — Brad Paisley (Arista Nashville) Produced by Frank
Rogers

Crazy Ex-Girlfriend — Miranda Lambert (Columbia) Produced by
Frank Liddell, Mike Wrucke

Just Who I Am: Poets & Pirates — Kenny Chesney (BNA) Produced
by Buddy Cannon, Kenny Chesney

If You're Going Through Hell — Rodney Atkins (Curb) Produced
by Rodney Atkins, Ted Hewitt

Taylor Swift — Taylor Swift (Big Machine) Produced by Scott
Borchetta, Nathan Chapman # 6 Produced by Robert Ellis Orrall

SINGLE RECORD 0F THE YEAR [Award to

Artist(s)/Producer(s)/Record Company]

Don’t Blink — Kenny Chesney, Produced by Buddy Cannon, Kenny
Chesney BNA

Famous In A Small Town — Miranda Lambert, Produced by Frank
Liddell, Mike Wrucke Columbia

Lost In This Moment — Big & Rich, Produced by Big Kenny, John
Rich — Warner Bros/WRN



Stay — Sugarland, Produced by Kristian Bush, Byron Gallimore,
Jennifer Nettles Mercury

Watching Airplanes — Gary Allan, Produced by Gary Allan , Mark
Wright MCA Nashville

SONG OF THE YEAR [Award to Composer(s)/Publisher(s)/Artist(s)]

Don’t Blink — Kenny Chesney — Writers: Casey Beathard, Chris
Wallin_Publishers: Lavender Zoo Music (BMI), Mama'’s Dream
Music (ASCAP), Sony/ATV Acuff Rose (BMI), WB Music Corp.
(ASCAP)

Lost In This Moment — Big & Rich — Writers: Keith Anderson,
Rodney Clawson, John Rich Publishers: EMI April Music, Inc.
(ASCAP), Romeo Cowboy Music (ASCAP), WB MusicCorp. (ASCAP),
Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp. (BMI), Writer’s Extreme
Music (BMI)

Moments — Emerson Drive — Writers: Dave Berg, Annie Tate, Sam
Tate Publishers: Gravitron (SESAC), WB Music Corp. (ASCAP)

Watching You — Rodney Atkins — Writers: Rodney Atkins, Steve
Dean, Brian White Publishers: Bethar Music (BMI), Mike Curb
Music (BMI), Multisongs (SESAC), Songs From The White House
(SESAC)

Stay — Sugarland — Writer: Jennifer Nettles — Publishers:
Jennifer Nettles Publishing (ASCAP)

VIDEO OF THE YEAR [Award to Producer(s)/Director(s)/Artist(s)]

Don’t Blink — Kenny Chesney — Producer: Tacklebox Films
Director: Shaun Silva

Lost In This Moment — Big & Rich Producer: Big Kenny, Steve
Lamar, Marc Oswald Director: Robert Deaton and George Flanigen

Online — Brad Paisley — Producer: Frames Per Second -
Director: Jason Alexander



Stay — Sugarland — Producer: Kristian Bush, Byron Gallimore,
Jennifer Nettles — Director: Shaun Silva

Watching You - Rodney Atkins — Producer: Broken Poet
Production — Director: Eric Welch

VOCAL EVENT OF THE YEAR [Award to Artist(s)/Producer(s)/Record
Company]

Because Of You — Reba McEntire Duet With Kelly Clarkson -—
Produced by Tony Brown, Reba McEntire MCA Nashville

Find Out Who Your Friends Are — Tracy Lawrence With Tim McGraw
and Kenny Chesney — Produced by Julian King, Tracy Lawrence —
Rocky Comfort/CO05

Shiftwork — Kenny Chesney Duet With George Strait — Produced
by Buddy Cannon, Kenny Chesney BNA

Till We Ain’t Strangers Anymore — Bon Jovi Featuring LeAnn
Rimes — Produced by Dann Huff — Mecury

What You Give Away -Vince Gill With Sheryl Crow — Produced by
Vince Gill, John Hobbs, Justin Niebank — MCA Nashville

Thanks, But I Prefer a MA'AM-
wich

I have yet to figure out what makes women so much better at
making sandwiches than men. It might sound funny, but it’s
very true. I’'ve been to a number of Subway Sandwich Shops
across a number of states, and every time without fail, if a
male makes the sandwich, eating it is dreadful. They don’t
spread the condiments evenly, so the sandwich is either soggy
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or falls apart or both, and it definitely doesn’t taste very
good when ingredients are all clumped together and not spread
out correctly. I can think of 4 possible reasons why females
make better “sandwich artists” than males: 1. organizational
skills — Women tend to have better ways of organizing things
and in a more efficient order. Apparently, this holds true
even when organizing sandwich 1ingredients. 2. detail-
orientated thinking — Women tend to think about and obsess
over every little detail, just ask their husbands. 3.
patience — Women practice having lots of patience to put up
with the men in their daily lives. It takes lots of patience
to make a perfect sub. 4. compassion — Let’s face it, women
have more of this than men. And it takes an understanding
woman to want to take the time to care about your sandwich.

Does this mean that having a woman in the white house is a
better choice after all? Probably not, I wouldn’t read that
far into it. But if I were you, next time you go to a Subway
and a male worker says, “Can I help you?”, vyou should say,
“Thanks, but I prefer a ma’am-wich”.

HAHAHA! Just kidding! You’ll look like a big idiot if you
say that! If a man makes your sandwich, just wear a bib and
don’t expect it to taste very good!

Snow Day #11,572

Ok, I'm exaggerating just a tad on the number of snow days
we’ve had, but that’'s what it feels like by now! I suppose
with the new dog in the house, today was as good a day as any
to have yet another snow day, but my poor husband is going to
go crazy from shoveling all this snow! It’s become almost a
daily chore — just what he needed! And, the weather guys are
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saying that they’re tracking ANOTHER system due here on
Friday! They won’t use the dreaded 4-letter “s” word though,
it’s kinda funny. They’'ll just call it a “weather system” and
“let’s see what it drops on us” — as if there’s any chance it
will bring something other than snow (that dreaded 4-letter
word!), yeah right.

Hubby and I braved the weather last night to venture out to a
movie for date night. Our date night is once a week on
Tuesdays, and wouldn’t you know it, it’s snowed for the last
like, 5 Tuesdays in a row, no exaggerating this time! Last
week, our movie theater was CLOSED because of the snow — that
stank. Instead of having a nice dinner, we got snacks at KFC
cuz we were running late for the movie, and then we got there,
and they were closed! So sick of this weather already! What
did that groundhog say again?!? So anyway, we ventured to a
neighboring town with a movie theater that'’s a little bigger;
that way we could be assured it would be open. We saw Vantage
Point, an action movie with Dennis Quaid, Forrest Whittaker,
and Matthew Fox. And speaking of Groundhog Day, if you've
seen that movie, even though it’'s a comedy, Vantage Point
actually had something in common with it in that they kept
showing the same scene over and over. The point of the movie
was to take the audience through an incident of terrorism, one
persepective at a time. Dennis Quaid and Matthew Fox played
secret service agents, and Forrest Whittaker was a tourist
bystander who happened to catch everything on video. It was a
satisfying action movie — MUCH better than Gone Baby Gone.. I
might actually say it was kinda like Groundhog Day meets In
the Line of Fire, if you’ve seen that movie, since Dennis
Quaid’s character had been through an assassination attempt on
the President before and was jumpy — just like Clint
Eastwood’s character in In the Line of Fire. If you like
action movies, this one won’'t disappoint. I was actually
surprised there wasn’t a little more to the plot, and I can’t
believe the constant violence earned it only a PGl3 rating.

But when I think about it, I suppose you could see the same



type of violence on tv any given night or even on cable during
the day — it’s just what has happened to entertainment these
days, I guess. Vantage Point has constant action, the movie
is never slow, and seeing the action from the different
people’s perspectives (vantage points [] get it?) was
interesting and not at all confusing like I was concerned
about. I found something at the end of the movie incredibly
hokey, but then again, that’s common in action movies, you
gotta appreciate them for what they are.

Voting in the great state of
OHIO

Today 1is finally our turn to vote in the primaries here in
Ohio. And of the candidates who are left, I only really like
one! A lot of people in this neck of the woods find it unfair
that we don’t get much of a say earlier in the campaign, when
all the candidates are left. I just accept it for the way it
is, and I enjoy being in the national spotlight now — it’s
neat to turn on CNN and hear Ohio this and Ohio that. So, I
will be going to the polls later today when time permits to
perform my duty as an American citizen and vote — though I
hope it doesn’t land me in jury duty at a later time. And I
will vote for the candidate I would like to see lead our
country, even though he doesn’t stand a chance and will most
likely drop out of the race within a week. Then tonight, I
will watch all the news channels as the final numbers come in,
and whether we like it or not, we can all enjoy being a part
of history, since pretty soon it will be official — we will
have a presidnetial candidate who does not fit the mold of the
traditional American president: a white male. Well, sometimes
change is good, but for now, go Buckeyes!
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ANOTHER forward?

I hope you’'re not getting the wrong opinion of me — I'm really
not a big fan of email forwards.. 1it’'s just that I get so
many. I don’t religiously forward every one to everybody I
know. And I am certainly not superstitious and don’t believe
that I will get bad luck for not forwarding emails. But
occasionally, I will follow the directions on a forward, or
sometimes I even pass it on to my friends and family because I
find something cute, fun, or just a little bit entertaining.
One popular forward is the “4 Things About You” forward. I've
recently received this one for the umpteenth time (wish I had
been keeping track), but I don’t mind since filling out
questionaires about yourself tends to be fun, I don’t know
why.. maybe to get a chance to think about your favorite
things and put them in a list? Anyway, I’ve decided to post
my answers here:

A) Four jobs I have had in my life:
Mommy

business owner

receptionist

office manager

B) Four movies I would watch over and over: (I’'m just gonna
put my favorites even though I wouldn’t watch them over and
over — Forrest Gump 1is just too sad, but it’s still my
favorite even though I haven’t seen it in years)

Wizard O0f 0z

As Good as it Gets
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Forrest Gump

Nanny McPhee

C) Four places I have lived:

Warrenville, IL

Lincoln, NE

Pioneer, OH

Wheaton, IL

D) Four TV shows I watch:

The Office - writer’s strike is OVER - can’t wait for new episodes!!!
Lost

Dr. Phil

Friends / Everybody Loves Raymond reruns
E) Four places I have been:

Orlando, FL

Washington, DC

Idaho

California

F) Four people who e-mail me (regularly):
Sue
Vickie

My mom



Elizabeth

G) Four of my favorite foods:

gyros off the spit

saganaki

spaghetti

cheese

H) Four places I would like to be right now:
home

somewhere warm

at a zoo

at an animal park

I) Four friends I think will respond:

Elizabeth

Jamy

Vickie

MB

J) Four things I am looking forward to this year:
The birth of our 4th daughter

having 4 kids

warm weather

the Cubs season



I did the Macarena with a
phone because Big Bird said
to and he’s my leader.

The subject of this post, my friends, is the result of an
email forward I got today. It’s one of the stupidest
forwards, yet somehow irresistable at the same time. I posted
it below if you want to try it. I didn’t have the nerve to
bother my friends with this at work, so I decided to post it
on my blog instead. Imagine my surprise when I got an email
from a neighbor my mom had like 4 years ago (I somehow got on
her forward list) with a subject of: “I love an ipod because I
think I need some serious help.”

This is funny, and silly but fun..keep it going..Type the sentence you
end up with, in the subject line and forward to your friends... Pick
the month you were born: January——-I kicked

February——I loved

March——-I karate chopped

April———-I licked

May———-I jumped on

June———-I smelled

July———-I did the Macarena With

August——-I had lunch with
September—-I danced with
October——-I sang to
November—-I yelled at
December—-I ran over

Pick the day (number) you were born on:

1——-a birdbath
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2——-a monster

3——-a phone

4——-a fork

5——-a snowman

6——-a gangster

7——-my mobile phone
8——m ydog

9——- my best friends’ boyfriend
10——-my neighbour
11——-my science teacher
12——-a banana

13——-a fireman

14——-a stuffed animal
15——-a goat

16——-a pickle
17——-your mom

18——-a spoon

19—— - a smurf
20——-a baseball bat
21——-a ninja
22——-Chuck Norris
23——-a noodle

24——-a squir rel
25——-a football player
26——-my sister
27——-my brother
28——-an ipod

29——-a surfer
30——-a llama

31——-A homeless guy

Pick the color of shirt you are wearing:

White———because I'm cool like that
Black———Dbecause that’s how I roll.
Pink———-because I'm crazy.

Red———-because the voices told me to



Blue———-because I'm sexy and I do what I want

Green——— because I think I need some serious help.
Purple———because I'm AWESOME!

Gray———-because Big Bird said to and he’s my leader.
Yellow——- because someone offered me 1,000,000 dollars
Orange——-because my family thinks I'm stupid anyway.
Brown———because I can.

Beige———-because I a NICE person!
Other———-because I'm a Ninja!

None———-because I can’t control myself!

Now type out the sentence you made, in the subject line and
forward to your friends.

UNDEFEATED Chicago Cubs!

How ’'bout them Cubs? Ok, it’s only been one game of spring
training, but they are undefeated! Whoo-hoo! I am so ready
for baseball season; especially with all this snow — had
ANOTHER snow day today, by the way. Which means we have 2
make-up days now in the summer, and counting, probably since
I'm sure with the way the snow has been falling out of the sky
that it’s not done yet.. but that’s ok, because come June,
when the kids have their extra days of school, I will be at
home, sitting on my very pregnant behind, watching the Chicago
Cubs WIN some baseball! GO CUBBIES!
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This town SMELLS

You think you know where I'm going with this, but it'’s
actually not a complaint. A lot of places have their own
smell. I’'ve driven through towns in Georgia that smell like
peaches. Gary, Indiana smells like what I can only descibe as
“burning rubber french fries” — a term I invented as a kid,
and I haven’t been able to think of a suitable replacement
description that doesn’t involve a 4-letter word. A place in
Idaho I visited one time smelled like mint — there was a mint
field nearby..

In the town where I live, we have a number of factories. You
might think because of this, our noses would meet the same
fate every morning as the poor residents of Gary Indiana, but
fortunately for us, one of our largest factories manufactures
CANDY! So, our town literally smells like candy almost every
day. Chocolate some days, unidentified sweetness on the
others.. 1t is wonderful and really puts a spring in your
step! Ahh, now there’s a post that'’s short and sweet! []

Ohio VS. Illinois - weather

From time to time, I will be talking about what it’'s like to
live in various places throughout the midwest because I have a
lot of experience in that area. We've lived in central
Illinois, northern Illinois, and various suburbs of Chicago.

We also lived in Lincoln, Nebraska and rural Ohio. Of all
these, I love rural Ohio the best! But it 1is really
interesting how different things like dialect and attitudes
can vary from place to place, even places that are only
hundreds of miles apart and in virtually the same climate.
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One thing I'm still getting used to in rural Ohio 1is their
attitude about weather. I spent my childhood in Illinois,
specifically the suburbs of Chicago, so I am used to the
attitude of snow days being a rarity. I wonder what the
average is there, but I would guess it’s one per season or
even less — they will not cancel school unless the schools are
buried. There was one time when my mom’s car was snowed in,
she couldn’t get it out of the driveway, and so she wanted to
take the school bus with me to school — she worked at the same
school I attended. So I did what any mature 12-year-old would
do — I cried. Foolish, maybe yes, but I figured I had
suffered enough with her working at my school — why should I
have to face the humiliation and ridicule of her riding my
bus? It had nothing to do with how cool I thought I was; it
was more about how MEAN kids can be.. I was so afraid of what
the kids would say or do once they found out my mom was riding
the bus! So anyway, lucky for me, she got her car out, and I
was saved. But my point is, her car was stuck in the snow,
yet they hadn’t cancelled school. Here in Ohio things are
MUCH different. We are on our 6th snow day already this
season! And I've lost count of how many 2 hour delays we'’ve
had — which luckily (for them, not me) the kids don’t have to
make up. Coming from Chicagoland, I had never even heard of a
2 hour delay before we moved here — they don’t exist there.

But in Ohio — they are quite common, most of the time because
of fog — FOG! We actually have fog days! School has
been CANCELLED because of fog.. it was really hard for me to
get used to at first.. you’d think we live in a swamp or
something! Oh, wait, — that’s just it.. this area used to be
the Great Black Swamp before it was turned into farmland a few
hundred years ago. So I guess that explains it.. but I would
be willing to bet that if Illinois had a fog problem, they
still wouldn’t cancel school. I don’t know anything about
Nebraska’'s attitudes about weather and school since we didn’t
have a school-aged child while we lived there. I don’t really
have an opinion about who is right or who is wrong — it’s not
that Ohio devalues education or anything like that.. they are



just over-sensitive about childrens’ safety when it comes to
weather (is there such a thing?), and the school days and
curriculum are made up in the end so they’re not behind. I’'m
just enjoying my role as an amused spectator observing the
differences in weather attitude between different regions.

The Price 1s WRONG, Bit.. TAKE
TWO, ENTER WALMART

I thought this would be a perfect title to use for my venting
session about many people’s favorite place to shop, Walmart.
But since I just used the title the other day, this will have
to be take two on the title.

I have a love-hate relationship with Walmart. It’s a lot more
hate than love at this point, but I try to be an optimist,
view the cup as half full, that kind of thing. I used to love
the place. That was when I had lots of other shopping
choices. Also I wasn’t stuck there at least once a week for
hours on end with crabby kids because I had fewer kids then,
and for some reason, they used to like shopping there. But
now that Walmart has put many of the other stores in my area
out of business, and there aren’t very many other choices for
local shoppers to make, Walmart is beginning to engage in a
little bit of price gouging. Let me back up for a minute..

what I loved most about Walmart when I first started shopping
there were their low, low prices. This 1is no longer the
case! I go to Walmart about twice a week. I try to go just
once, but that plan never works in my favor — we either run
out of something, I forget something, or something comes up,
like an impromptu get-together or Pampered Chef party. But
anyway, so I'm there twice a week, at least. And EVERY time I
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go, they raise the price on at least one of my “staple”
items! Even if it’s only 7 cents or so, it’s still a big deal
to me, because over years, it really adds up! And, in the
case of the toilet paper I buy, it used to cost $1. The price
went up to $1.24 in one visit! I'm no math wiz, but I
think that is almost a 25% price increase in one visit! Also,
it’s difficult to compare prices at different stores if the
prices are constantly changing. But don’t be fooled — Walmart
knows this. And that’s not the only trick they have up their
sleeve either. If your Walmart is anything like mine, they
are out of stock on things constantly! I think it’'s a
purposeful action so that they can force you into buying a
similiar item that costs more just to avoid running out of the
item yourself or having to take the time to go to another
store — if there are any other stores left, that is. For
example, let’s say Walmart is out of the Great Value
(Walmart’s generic brand = same as Heinz but cheaper) brand of
ketchup. Are you going to tell your barbecue guests you don’t
have enough ketchup? Or are you going to make another stop
at different store, unloading all your kids from the car just
to run in for ketchup? Or, are you going to choose likely
option #3, the one Walmart wants you to choose: you mumbling
and swearing under your breath as you pay more for the Heinz
ketchup, of which Walmart has so thoughtfully stocked plenty?
If I had the time or any fewer kids, I would probably go with
option #2 just on a matter of principle, but I just don’t have
the time nor the energy to take a freaky stand against Walmart
and their price gouging ways. In updating this blog I will
keep you posted on what has changed by how much — it will be
good to help me vent so my family and friends don’t have to
hear all these gory details constantly. And, because I’'ve
rambled forever about Walmart, I will also save my gripes
about their oil changes for another post. For now, I think
I'm done wasting time droning on and on about Walmart..
besides, it’'s almost Oscar time!



