The Queen In Philadelphia

Tonight’s Final Jeopardy category: The Academy Awards in the
21st Century

The Final Jeopardy answer: The only actress to win the Best
Supporting Actress Oscar for portraying a former Best Actress
recipient.

I have to admit that I was stymied (not to mention I have
never seen the movie for which the actress won the award). The
more recent actress has appeared with such well known
performers as Glenn Close, Frances McDormand, and Jude Law.

The former Best Actress winner is no longer with us. She holds
the most Best Actress awards with four. Some of her co-stars
were John Wayne, Cary Grant, and James Stewart. Her sister was
also a former Best Actress winner as well as a UNICEF
ambassador.

Be the first to give the correct question and you will have
done better than I. Name the film for which she won the award
and you are brilliant. Name the actress she played and you are
a genius. Of course, you win absolutely nothing except the
honor of having your answer posted on Morat’s Blog which 1is
(in a word) priceless. Once again, we are on the honor system
which means: NO CHEATING!!!! No wikipedia, no imdb, no any
other web site or outside source to aid you in your response.
AND.... .

I am make a the rules. So a you a follow the rules. And if a
you a cheat I will a hunt a you down. And dems de berries.


https://www.tangents.org/tv-shows-movies/the-queen-in-philadelphia/
https://www.blockbuster.com/catalog/movieDetails/113226
https://www.blockbuster.com/catalog/movieDetails/93335
https://www.blockbuster.com/catalog/movieDetails/228915
https://www.blockbuster.com/catalog/movieDetails/42198
https://www.blockbuster.com/catalog/movieDetails/620
https://www.blockbuster.com/catalog/movieDetails/14890

Meet The Flagstones

51 was reminded of a small bit of trivia today (and I am
sure that it was buried somewhere under the heading “Still
more useless trivia” which sometimes comes in quite handy).
The first couple to be seen on prime time television in bed
together were Fred and Wilma Flintstone. Before that,
television tots came from the stork, right? On “I Love Lucy,”
the word “pregnant” could not even be uttered due to
censorship. Hence the title of the episode in which Mrs.
Ricardo’s pregnancy 1is revealed became: “Lucy 1is Enceinte”
(the French equivalent of pregnant.. why they chose French 1is
anyone’s guess).

Alrighty, back to my original topic. My favorite episode of
“The Flintstones” is entitled “Hollyrock, Here I Come.” In it,
the title couple and their neighbors, the Rubbles, travel to
the movie capitol of the then known-world. Purely by accident,
Wilma and then Fred are discovered by a big-time television
producer. Fred is spotted in the television audience snoring
loudly during a rehearsal. Mr Flintstone’s boisterous voice
and winning personality make him the obvious last minute
replacement for the title role in the aptly entitled series
“The Frogmouth.” However, he becomes totally overbearing (ad
libbing not only his 1lines but those of his castmates,
composing his own music, etc) and the producer concludes that
something must be done quickly or the show will be disastrous.

Something that has always bothered me about the series: Where
is the cat that Fred is supposed to put out for the night
during the end credits. And if we never see it how 1is Fred
supposed to someday when the fight.


https://www.tangents.org/tv-shows-movies/meet-the-flagstones/
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Save Me From Reality

I know that the transplanting of television series from one
country to another is nothing new. However, I just found out
today that one of the most popular reality series 1is not
actually American based. Apparently, “Survivor” is a Swedish
import (based on the series “Expedition Robinson” from the
classic novel Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe) and had its
initial run in 1997 before becoming Americanized and thus
creating yet another series that needs no writers nor
professional actors. Only people crazy enough to eat live
scorpions, brains, intestines and attempt dangerous stunts.
How many seasons has this been on the air and how many
versions on how many different continents? If Jeff Probst took
his teams to Antarctica, I would possibly watch. However, it
seems you have to be placed in a more tropical locale to
survive.

Whatever happened to the plot-driven series of the past? It
seems that for every " The 0ffice” there is another hideous
flesh-peddling “Bachelor” (which is not available on DVD, thank
you very much) which at times seems reminiscent of the by-gone
nighttime soaps of the 80s that were full of catfights, padded
dresses, and rich, boozing business people. “Three’s Company,”
“All in the Family,” and “Too Close for Comfort” are three
shows from the past that were based on shows from other
countries that are not reality based. But, I guess as long as
producers find it more economical to keep rolling out new and
improved reality series they will continue.



https://www.tangents.org/tv-shows-movies/save-me-from-reality/
https://www.blockbuster.com/catalog/movieDetails/222192
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Who’'s Got Even More Talent?

So.... yet another reality show has come and gone... this one
lasted only one episode and for good reason. “Secret Talents
of the Star” attempted to pit stars from various outlets
against each other in order to show their dreams beyond what
they have already accomplished. Haven’'t enough celebrities
attempted to go beyond their day jobs and persue other
avenues. Michael Jordan retired from basketball (the first
time) to persue a second career are a major league baseball
player.

While he was on the television series “Moonlighting,” Bruce
Willis recorded a rather forgettable album entitled “The
Return of Bruno.” Whoever Bruno 1is and from where he returned
is a question better left unanswered. A good thing Mr. Willis
stuck with his acting gig and action films such as the Die
Hard quadrilogy.

In the category of should have known better, George Takel
tried his hand at country singing on the celebrity reality
showcase. The actor who played Mr. Sulu on Star Trek obviously
failed to hear his captain’s rendition of “Rocket Man” which
may or may not have been one of William Shatner’s many
attempts at self-parody.

I am sure there must be a few examples of performers who found
limited success in more than one outlet. Anyone care to share
any or name other attempts? Was it Garth Brooks who tried to
go from country superstar to Major League baseball player...
even creating a new persona to do so?
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Fire... Bon Fire

A new hilarious episode of “The Office” was on tonight. I am
now watching reruns on Tuesday nights and decided to see if I
could follow the new episodes as well. Happily enough, I
enjoyed the new episode tremendously. Tonight's episode
featured the absolute worst dinner party you can imagine.
Michael even had to stage a revolt to his superiors in order
to get Jim and Pam and another couple I am not familiar with
to come to his and Jan’s place. Apparently, none of Michael’s
“friends” were too keen on going. Poor Dwight was the only
person in the office who wanted to attend and was not invited.

The party featured a tour of Jan and Michael’s abode. Bon fire
scented candles, anyone? And Michael’s mini-plasma screen
television hanging near his multiple (?) Dundee trophies.. both
of which he is exceedingly proud. The party kicked into high
gear with a game that resembled charades but the performer was
able to speak.

By the end of the party, there was a party crasher and his
“date”, domestic squabbling, and enough staring to make anyone
think that the worst party they have ever been to was 1000%
better. That is what make “The O0ffice” one of the funniest
shows on television. The writers take a horrible situation and
exaggerate it to the point where it becomes hilarious.

Even More Of A Great Thing?

Fans of the popular NBC comedy The Office will have even more
to love in 2009. The network has just greenlit a spinoff
series which will have its debut in February in the highly
coveted post Super Bowl XLIII timeslot (sounds like another


https://www.tangents.org/tv-shows-movies/fire-bon-fire/
https://www.tangents.org/tv-shows-movies/even-more-of-a-great-thing/
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party to me). Little has been revealed about the series, but
one possible plot seems to be giving Dwight his own series to
head. Hey, it worked for Frasier.

Spinoff series are either hit or miss. The earliest example I
can think of would be The Danny Thomas Show giving birth to
The Andy Griffith Show. Happy Days (which was a spinoff of
Love, American Style) begat Laverne & Shirley, and Mork and
Mindy. Today, it seems nearly impossible to find a show whose
title does not include Law & Order or CSI. So, there are times
when spinoff series are a good thing.

However, there have been failures to the genre. Although Happy
Days did give way to two very popular shows, there was also
the dreadful attempt to give Joanie and Chachi their own
timeslot. While Cheers gave Kelsey Grammer’s character Frasier
Crane his own series, there was also the show known as The
Tortellis.

So whatever path the new series based upon the successful show
takes, here’s hoping that it is another Frasier and not Joanie
Loves Chachi.

Anyone have a favorite spinoff series?

A Fool Such as I

Since October, Drew Carey has done his best filling the shoes
of Bob Barker as host of the longest-running gameshow in
daytime history, The Price is Right. Six months later, he 1is
still attempting to find his nitche. I do watch a few times a
week. Today was one of those days.

The showcase was one of the most memorable ever. The first
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showcase had as the top prize a trip to Singapore which was
passed on to contestant number two. The second showcase was a
masterful stroke of foolishness.

The first prize was something known as a statointellicator. It
appeared to be a prop box full of multicolored switches and
doodads which also was useful as a jello mold.

Prize number two was a transrebounder. I have no idea what
that device was even supposed to be used for but it looked
ridiculous.

Finally, the piece de resistance was a trip to the country of
Baguslovania. The contestant would be flown via 0SD whose
tagline is : The airline that gets you there... although it may
not be the cleanest. While in Baguslovania, the lucky winner
would dine on hasty tripe tarts and take in breathtaking
vistas such as short site tower and no where palace. I wonder
if Baguslovania is anywhere near Liswathistan.

After the showcase was presented, Drew let everyone in on the
joke by announcing that the show would be aired on April 1st
and unveiled the real prize.

I attempted to find the clip to post but only was able to find
the climax of the game. But little touches like this make for
entertaining moments on any show.

catch the showcase here

Whoopee for Whoopi

It is so funny how a simple fun evening with a group of
friends can inspire thoughts to re-emerge in your head. I have
gotten almost totally out of touch with Star Trek. Tonight, I


https://youtube.com/embed/PkWMH6CuV1w
https://www.tangents.org/tv-shows-movies/whoopee-for-whoopi/

was reminded that Academy Award winning actress Whoopi
Goldberg was indeed a member of the cast of Star Trek: The
Next Generation beginning in the series’ second season.
Although she did not receive a screen credit, she also
appeared in the movies Generations, First Contact, and
Nemesis. Whoopi played the enigmatic hostess of the
Enterprise’s lounge Ten Forward. Perhaps more than any other
person to have a role on the phenomenon, her history goes back
to the original series.

In 1967 following the premiere season of Star Trek, Nichelle
Nichols opted not to return to the show. Her character of
communications officer Lt. Uhura was not being developed to
its full potential. Upon learning of her departure, Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. approached Nichelle and told her that she must
not leave the show. The role of Uhura was not only one of the
rare good female characters on television but also one of the
first important roles for a woman of color. During the shows
three year run, Nichelle had the distinction of sharing the
first interacial kiss on television. This was shared with
William Shatner in the episode “Plato’s Stepchildren.”

Twenty years later, Whoopi approached Trek creator Gene
Roddenberry about being on the new television series. She
cited the incident between Ms. Nichols and Dr. King as the
inspiration behind her fascination with the franchise.

The character of Guinan has always been clouded in mystery.
Like any good bartender, she 1is a good listener. She 1is
extremely long-lived and very little is known about her alien
race, the El Aurian. However, Guinan does share some history
with Captain Jean-Luc Picard (Patrick Stewart) that has never
been fully explained. Not even during the two-part episode in
which members of the Enterprise crew travel back in time to
the 19th century where they meet Mark Twain.

[x]
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Another Office Party

This evening, I watched the final three episodes of the
premiere season of The Clinic (ooopssss... The Office). I am
now absolutely hooked and need to seek out the second and
third seasons before April 10 (although I am sure that I will
not be able to watch them all.. unless I have an Office party
:0). The first segment found Jim jokingly forming an
“Alliance” with Dwight in order to investigate the downsizing
rumor surrounding the Scranton, PA branch of Dunder-Mifflin.
Dwight ends up being taped inside a shipping box to spy on
other employees. Hilarious!!!!

The second episode found Michael and the staff taking on the
warehouse workers in a “friendly?” game of basketball. Each
side places a small bet on the outcome. Michael chooses the
players that he thinks will defeat the other team in typical
stereotypical fashion and hilarity ensues.

In the final episode of season one, an attractive new
saleswoman (Amy Adams) enters the office to sell purses.
Michael, Dwight (something strange about that one), and Jim
each try to win her affections. Pam’s fiance Roy (David
Denman) also makes it known that he finds the new arrival very
fetching.

After the final segment, I found myself wanting more. I was
hoping to hear that Pam finally dumped her jerk of a fiance
(after a three year engagement) and moved on to Jim. Of
course, just watching the first season it seemed like a
forgone conclusion. Who would be the victim(s) of downsizing?
A few of these questions were answered by those who know, but
I do want to catch up eventually.


https://www.tangents.org/tv-shows-movies/another-office-party/
https://www.nbcuniversalstore.com/index.php?v=nbunbcnowoffdvd

I just cannot believe that I have not discovered this
hilarious comedy full of great characters, a fantastic
ensemble, and brilliant creative staff before now. I also like
the references to other series some of which are not part of
NBC’s lineup of shows (Survivor to name one).

Please forgive my allusion to The (Clinic at the beginning of
the post. A wonderful one-act play which I was part of in
January 2007).

New Must See TV

Now... I have another show to look forward to on Thursday
nights (one of the few evenings on which I actually find
enjoyable shows). The Office is a hilarious mockumentary based
upon a British series. It concerns the everyday workings of
the Dunder-Mifflin Paper company. The ensemble cast 1is
awesome. Steve Carell plays the regional manager, Michael
Scott. Rainn Wilson plays Dwight, assistant to the regional
manager, . John Krasinski portrays salesman Jim. Jenna Fischer
is seen as long suffering receptionist Pam Beasley. Finally,
B.J. Novak plays Ryan the temp.

I was lucky enough to become acquainted with the show the
other night and tried hard to hold my laughter in as some
children were trying to go to sleep so the Easter Bunny would
come, but at times it was nearly impossible. I saw the first
three episodes of the series in which the characters are
introduced.

All three episodes were hilarious, but I would have to say
that I enjoyed the health-care segment most. Michael 1is
ordered to choose a new health care package for his staff
which will dramatically cut the one already in place. He
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decides to delegate the responsibility to his assistant.
Dwight chooses a plan that is so bad that Michael hides in his
office to escape the employee’s anger. Michael also attempts
to ease the tension by promising a surprise which turns out to
be ice cream sandwiches.

Also memorable was a faux-Punked scene in which Pam believes
that she has become the victim of downsizing. I also loved the
diversity-integration meeting. So much great stuff in only 3
episodes. Unfortunately, it was getting too late before I was
able to see all 6 episodes of season 1. Steve Carell 1is
phenomenal as the jerky but hilarious leader of this fine
ensemble. New episodes begin April 10 on NBC. Is Thursday
night still known as “Must See TV on NBC?



