The Return O0f Captain EO

This one 1is for fellow Disney fanatics — I just read an
article about the return to Disneyland of the 17-minute
Michael Jackson 3D video, Captain EO. I never got to see
Captain EO; my first time to Disney World was in 1992, and the
attraction was either broken down during that visit or we just
weren’t interested in seeing it; I don’t remember. By the
time I grew up, started my family and began our traditional
Disney World vacations, Captain EO was long gone and replaced
by the 3D interactive attraction Honey, I Shrunk the Audience.

Captain EO replaced Honey, I Shrunk the Audience at Disneyland
in Anaheim, California and opened today. The futuristic short
film stars Michael Jackson and Anjelica Huston; it cost about
$30 million to make and also boasts the creative team of
director Francis Ford Copolla and executive producer George
Lucas. When it was shown at the Disney theme parks in the
80’'s and 90’'s, it was the most expensive film ever made
(costing $1.76 million per minute!). As of its opening today
at 10am, there were many fans lined up to see it. No word on
whether Captain EO will return to Epcot in Disney World,
Orlando Florida, but if it does, I might like to check it out,
despite how much I will miss the always fun Honey, I Shrunk
the Audience.
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A New Favorite

I am a fan of many of the wordpress blogs, especially those
written by my wonderful friends here on tangents.org. But
recently, I came across a previously undiscovered (to me)
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blog that is right up my alley, and I was surprised to find
out that it’s a wordpress blog: designingzoos.com — does that
sound like my cup of tea or what?!?

This woman bltegs blogged (she hasn’t written since July -
disappointing!) about her job, which is far from boring — she
designs zoos, aquariums, theme parks, etc. for a living! My
dream job calling? Well, not really, I'm working my dream job
taking care of my 4 wonderful kids. And besides, zoo
designers sometimes have to compromise their grand zoo
visions, and they go to a lot of meetings. But it’'s certainly
fun for me to read about zoo design! I found this site while
researching the history of Brookfield Zoo near Chicago, a
place I was quite familiar with as a kid. I ended up finding
this, which is a re-design master plan map of the zoo. If you
are at all familiar with Brookfield Zoo, you might find it
interesting, along with this designingzoos.com blog post about
the proposed map. Many other zoos have re-design master
plans, but unfortunately, these plans are forced to be nothing
but pipe dreams while this economy has forced zoo visits to be
much lower on the priority list for many families.

On the way to the show.

It started off so well. I was leaving just a bit early so I
could get some gas and other necessities. Oops, a mile from
home I noticed that I forgot my boots. Important item for the
play, so I had to turn around.

Back out for the second time, still early, but without as much
leeway, I heard a funny noise from my truck when I turned a
corner. Thinking I had something stuck, I got out and noticed
that my tire was flat. ARRGH.
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No problem, I have AAA... I called my daughter to say I would
not be able to pick her up and got out my AAA card to call for
service. Dang it expired in November. Why don’t I remember the
bill. I must have missed it.

Not to worry I can change a tire. Oops no flashlight, I
couldn’t find the jack!!! I couldn’t see to change the tire.
The countdown to the play was running fast. Call my daughter
to pick me up!! Slowly move the truck to a safe location. And
hope nobody tows the truck away before I could get the tire
changed.

Show turned out well tonight. My oldest and youngest daughters
were in attendance. As much as I love having friends in the
audience, it is special when I get to entertain my family.
Unfortunately, I was not able to spend as much time with them
as I would have liked. I still had a tire to change.

Found a light, a jack and the lug wrench. A few chilly minutes
later the temporary spare was in place. I was ready to go home
for a cup of warm tea.

Tomorrow is another day, and I will have to see if I can find
someplace to get some tires before the 2:30 show. So now I
know what Santa is getting me for Christmas. I don’'t recall
asking for that.

Fun With Houses

There’s a celebrity in Britian named James May who has a show
on the BBC called “Toy Stories”. Each episode centers around
adventures he has with one of Britian’s best loved toys. For
the episode about Legos (to be aired in the spring), he had a
life-size Lego house built in which he lived for several
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days. While the house itself didn’t look all that cool from
the outside, it was fully furnished with Lego, including a
working commode. Here are some shots from the inside set to a
groovy little song, “I’m living in a Lego house..” It’s a
shame that the entire project went to waste when they tore the
thing down.. prospective buyers were scared off by the million
dollars it costs to move a Lego house.



