Thoughts on family

As a father, I’'ve had many thoughts on my family and my
responsibility to them. To me that thought is mind numbing.
For the first 20 years of my being a parent, I had help. My
girls had, in my opinion, the best mother on the planet. She
gave everything to those girls. The last four years it has
been just me. The youngest was 13, and the oldest 23 when
their mother died. The oldest had been out of the house since
she graduated High School. There was really no more parenting
that needed to be done there. She was on her own. The next was
a senior in High school and I had a sophomore and a 7th
grader. These three still needed their mother, and I could not
be her.

I struggle through with their help. Their mother did a good
job at raising them, I just had to keep things flowing. Lucky
me. The first year I had trouble keeping me flowing. The four
of us at home kind of flowed with the stream for a while. Not
our best moments by any standards, but we got through.

There were 2 high school graduations, 2 weddings, multiple boy
friends in the past 4 years. I probably wasn’t the best at
handling all that. But again we made it through. I should
emphasize that WE made it through.

Video tapes of my daughters in plays were put into a safe
place. Birth Certificates were put in a safe place. Those safe
places were lost. I found tv remotes in the freezer. Bought
more cabbage when I couldn’t find the head I just bought.
Found the first head months (weeks maybe) later. By then it
was a wonderful science experiment. There were a number of
those experiments. But as a family WE made it through.

We all got together last January. My daughters, the extended
families, grandkids and all went to the Zoo, went shopping,
and just hung out. We made it through.
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In the future, no matter how far apart we are, I know I can
rely on my girls. We will make it through.

late night

When everyone is asleep, I feel the need to be awake. I really
need to get more sleep, I do have to get to work early
tomorrow. This has been my method of living for years and
years. I tend to stay awake when I should be sleeping.

For the past four years, I’'ve been blaming it on the fact that
I am a widower. While I admit, that sleeping alone after 20
years of sleeping with someone takes getting used to, (not
sure I'm used to it yet), I’'ve had this problem most of my
adult life. In fact, I would read well into the early morning
with my dear wife sleeping next to me. I sure am glad she
could sleep with my reading light on. Now I just live with
this normal insomnia. I imagine I could get some sleep aids
from my doctor, but I really don’t like taking medication.
I've read where not sleeping can cause all sorts of health
problems, so maybe I should look into it.

For me the night is the time my mind is in full motion, I need
to read, write and just think of things. The silence of the
house seems to push my thoughts faster and faster. I may have
to use this time to do something other than read fiction, and
type out blogs. It would be nice to get more benefit than just
getting a few more trivial pieces of information.
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Signs of Spring

Have you noticed that spring is in the air? At least in NW
Ohio it is. Warmer temperatures, spring flowers blooming, and
of course the robins are back.

Being a country boy, I look for a few different signs of
spring than most. I noticed that the vultures are circling
road kill again. The ducks and geese are congregating in the
flooded fields. Animals are out scrounging for food after a
having a harder time of it in the winter. And of course the
chorus of frogs in and around this areas ponds and swamp area.

I live on the outer edge of what used to be the Great Black
Swamp. To the south and east was the main portion of this
swamp that covered most of the area around Toledo and Bowling
Green Ohio. I live in an area with more high ground than they
have in the areas east. There are still places to find some of
the swamp that was NW Ohio.

The acreage around my house is one of those places. Just
north, as in a few hundred yards, of my house there is about a
6-10 acre area of swampland. This used to be my parents
property. I spent many a day in high school trying to explore
it. One very hot and dry summer, I was able to make my way
deep into the heavy brush. If I could have gotten my hands on
a machete, I would have blazed a good path through it. Even
without rain for most of that summer, there were still places
in that swamp that held a foot or so of water. From what I
could tell the deepest parts of the swampland may only be 3
feet deep. These were little pockets about 3 or 4 feet in
diameter. My guess is that there were large trees there at one
point, and they were blown over by the wind or fell with age.
I really don’'t know since I don’t remember seeing any downed
trees.

This small swamp holds a variety of small animals. Mostly
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frogs and toads, but there are snakes and salamanders, birds
of all sorts, various members of the rodent family (Large rat
with bushy tale type), raccoons, possums, fox, rabbits,
muskrats, deer and of course the insects, lots and lots of
insects. Seeing these animals out and about more than usual is
a good sign that spring finally made it to NW Ohio. They tend
to be less visible in the winter, and when the leave finally
fill the trees, they are harder to spot as well. So spring in
the swamp is the time to see the wildlife come to life.

Were can you go to see it? Well there is a new state wildlife
area (Williams Co Rd J between Co Rds 8 and 9. This is an old
stone quarry that is now a fishing and wildlife area. I have
been able to see many animals in the early morning or dusk
around here. It is only open during daylight hours. You want
to be careful because it is a public hunting area (check local
hunting seasons) And of course you don’t want to bother the
fishermen/women. Other good spots are Goll Woods in Fulton
County, Independence Dam State Park near Defiance OH, Toledo
area Metro Parks. The Toledo area parks are wonderful. It is
worth the time (if you are ever in the area) to check them
out.

Under the weather

Not too hard to do on a day like today. It seems to be just
wonderful out. I only know this by looking out the window, and
seeing the sky for most of the day. The frogs are still 1in
chorus so it can’t be that cold. Me, I'm laid up with a
headache, sore throat and slight fever. Mostly lost my voice
this morning, but since I’'ve had nobody to talk to today, I
really don’t know if it is back. I don’t feel tempted to try
it either. Since I was feeling OK yesterday, I am wondering
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how soon this stuff can pop up.

I've been feeling a bit sorry for myself today, because I have
to take care of myself during illnesses. It has been that way
for many a year now, but I miss the attention I used to get.
Even when S. had a job, if I was sick she would always leave
me a thermos of hot tea by the bed. I used to do little things
like that for her when she let me know she wasn’t feeling well
(she hid it better than I did, I admit I'm a bit of a whiner
when it comes to being sick) The children are good at leaving
me alone when I don’t feel up to my regular self. Not to say
they won’t get me things if I ask, but this is all about not
having to ask.

I wonder how many married or coupled people see the little
things that are part of their lives together. I will be the
first to admit that I didn’t see all of them when my wife was
alive. I only started seeing them in the things that were
missing after she was gone. Four years later, I still see the
missing little things. Things that she did for me, and things
I did for her. Things done just because of who we were alone
and together. Making a cup of tea when sleep was hard to come
by. Picking up a single rose for no reason. Letting her sleep
in while I took care of the girls, or the other way around.
That thermos of tea when I wasn’t feeling well. That little
hug (or big one) when I came home from work. The hand on my
shoulder when I was making dinner. Little things in life that
can be very important to our lives.

In the future, and in the recent past, I’'ve been noticing the
little things in all my dealings with other people. Those
little things put together make the big things in life happen.

Have a good day looking and giving the little things.



Strange thinking..

I kind of follow the political news. I try to stay on top of
scientific news. I'm very confused when the two of those
collide.

The biggest collision of politics and science in my mind 1is
global warming. Governments all over the world, and of course
the United Nations are trying to “solve” global warming.
Jumping over any science that is actually happening. With this
scientists on both sides of the debate are getting very
political on their views. Me, I want to talk about the science
and leave any political views out of the picture. Feel free to
comment on either picture.

Global warming — is it really happening? The best answer
science has right now is.. Wait for it.... Maybe! That’s right
maybe! The past 20 years of weather data shows some warming,
the past 10 years has been very stable. Hmmm. Global warming
simulation programs show that the warming of the planet will
be increasing 1n the next 20 to 40 years. These same
simulations can not use past information to determine the
global average temperature in past years.. Hnmm again! There 1is
a lot of science going on here and it all points to maybe. (at
least for me)

Global warming — What causes it. Well until you actually
determine that it is happening, you can’t really say what is
causing it can you? This 1is where the politics really gets
going, so I'm not going there. Just for the science
background, most of the heat on earth comes from 1 source, the
Sun. Yes, there is planetary heat (think radioactive decay and
volcanoes), and heat produced by man (burning all sorts of
stuff and other things from our mechanical world), but that is
minimal. The thing to determine is how much heat comes from
the sun, and how much is released back to space. If the heat
in is more than the heat out, you have global warming. If you
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have more heat out then heat in, you have global cooling. If
they are the same, well, you have steady temperatures. This
will have to be measured for more than 10 — 15 years to
determine if we are warming or cooling. As far as I know,
nobody has these measurements. Big world, and it is hard to
do, if not impossible with today’s technology. So the talk
about carbon footprints and greenhouse effect has no bearing
on actual science known.

Global Warming — What can we do? Nothing and everything. Most
things people come up with to actually combat the global
warming are good to do. Reduce, Reuse and Recycle 1is
scientifically a very good choice. There are a limited amount
of resources available to us. While this may have effect on
global warming, the best thing is using less, wasting less,
and getting better value. By carbon credits? Doesn’t do much
except move your money to someone else. Not much science in
that choice. Alternate fuels? That one is still up in the air
as far as science goes. There are some good alt-fuels, some
bad. We really need to check to see if the energy cost
producing the fuel is less than the energy created. The
science I see that may make the biggest impact in the next
10-20 years is_algae. Another is the new Volt from GM

One final thought, remember when it comes to weather
forecasting: This is one of the few jobs where you can be
wrong 50% of the time and still have a job.

Jokes that didn’t work...

Well, I tried to get my oldest with an April Fool’s Joke
today, but unfortunately she had a similar idea to try to get
me. Both of us failed. I know her too well. And since my joke
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was similar she saw right through it. All in good fun. She’s
been trying to get me since I got her up for School on a
Saturday. That had to be one of my best.

I do try to plan my pranks, jokes and other April Fools day
fun on people who like that sort of thing. Getting caught by
that may not be everyone’s favorite thing. I tend to plan one
or two major things, and a couple of smaller ones. I have yet
to make anyone really mad.

Did anyone catch the Google prank today. It was a stroke of
genius. The ability to send your e-mail back in time. I wonder
how many people believed that one.

Also see the following for the 100 best all time pranks.
April Fools’ day Pranks

Evening Ramblings

It is about time to get some shuteye this evening, but
unfortunately I’'ve gotten my second wind. That never bodes
well for getting a good nights sleep. While I was getting
sleepy while watching a show with my daughter, just after the
show ended, I'm wide awake.

I'm already getting sick and tired of the political season,
and we aren’t out of the primaries yet. I'm might be
physically ill by the time the general election rolls around.

Baseball news isn’t too good for the teams I follow.. Extra
inning losses for both the Cubs and Tigers. While I'm a life
long Tiger fan, I follow and root for the Cubs as long as they
aren’t playing the Tigers. I guess you would call me a Cub
convert.
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A sunny warm day and warm evening would be wonderful. I think
I’ve had enough snow, ice and rain to last for a while.

I think I learned my lesson about grocery shopping on an empty
stomach. I just went in for some milk and potatoes for dinner
this evening. I had everything else I needed. I picked up
berries, a roasted chicken, some other odds and ends I didn’t
need. Oh well, it shouldn’t go to waste. The chicken was very
good.

I think I need to find a movie to watch for later this week.
I'm not sure what I want to watch.

Oh well, I should try to sleep...

Last day of March..

And that means that April Fool’s Day is tomorrow..

I've always like this day, since I have a very gullible
daughter. My tricks on her are infamous in family discussions.
I'm searching my devious little brain right now trying to come
up with another trick or more that I can pull on anyone of my
daughters.

I also have to think of a prank or two to pull on people at
work.. Can’t be too bad, or I'Ll get in trouble.

Anyone know of any good gags, pranks, tricks?

I'lLl post if I am able to pull anything off tomorrow. Be on
your guard if I know you.. You will never know if a prank is in
your future..
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The sweet life..

It’s maple syrup time in our area. While we don’t have the
size and number of stands (sugar shacks) as Vermont, we have a
few. Our local groups (family run businesses) have an annual
pancake and sausage breakfast (with real maple syrup, of
course). Today was that day.

My family (daughters, grandparents, son-in-law, boyfriend,
other friends) all went today. We road the wagon out to the
sugar camp and watched them boil down the sap. We road a horse
drawn wagon. We ate syrup, pancakes, and sausage.

You should be told that my daughters are all older. The
youngest is 16 and the oldest 26. We'’ve been doing this almost
every year for about 9 years. This day just keeps getting
bigger and bigger. My wife and I started going when we wanted
something close, easy and different for the girls to do. I now
have enough knowledge of the maple sap gathering and boiling
that I could make syrup if I had the trees and inclination. I
haven’t learned anything new for the past few years, but I
will go again next year, and the year after that and so on. It
is a wonderful day for family and now friends. Of course the
syrup, candy, pancakes and sausage aren’t bad either.

So maple syrup producers, I will see you next year when the
sap runs.
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Days of wine and roses..

I feel like reminiscing about the past. I'm in my 49th year
and will hit the big 50 next year. If I live to 100, I guess I
will officially be middle age. So now is a good time to
reflect on the past.

In April of 1983 I met my future bride. We didn’t know it
then, but we figured it out soon enough. After a whorl wind
romance, we were married the following January. Together
through the years we raised 4 daughters, had fun and most of
all stayed very much in love. As I said earlier, she died in
2003, but I don’t want to dwell on that. I want to remember
the good times.

From the very first New Years Eve together, we shared a bottle
of wine on every special occasion. Our first date, I bought
her some sweet-heart roses. On days of nothing special, and
for a surprise, I would get her one or more of these roses.
Those are my days of wine and roses. Days that were special
and days that were not. Good days, bad days, and even
indifferent days. These days made my life worth living. These
days gave me the strength to continue even after the very
worst days. These days made me the man I am today, and the one
I will be tomorrow. These days continue, they are my life.

During these days our family was most important. Other things,
material things, took a back seat to all things family. But we
had good times together. Our favorite thing to do was go to
zoos. We planned whole vacations revolving around zoo visits.
We would pack lunch and make day trips to many of the zoos in
our area. These things made our life and our family.

When movies made their way to Video tape and then DVD’s our
family enjoyed watching and collecting various movies. This
made for many wonderful days together.

Can life be any better than the good times we have with family
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and friends? I hope to continue my days of wine and roses at a
later time.



