You’ll Look So Good That
You'll Be Glad That You
Decided To..

“Smile Darn Ya, Smile.” Ok.. combining two song lyrics from two
different musicals:

= “Put on a Happy Face” from the just revived for the very
first time on Broadway..Bye, Bye Birdie starring John
Stamos.. not as the title character which 20 years ago,
I could have envisioned given his character Uncle Jesse
from Full House and his status as a drummer in the Beach
Boys

= The second is from some other show I must have forgotten
somewhere along the line.. if it comes to me, I’'ll list
it in the tags.

Ok, a few weeks ago we had Talk Like a Pirate Day. Today,
just happens to be World Smile Day. What is it that makes me
smile? Just a few things, really.

I love to be with my friends and family no matter what
the occasion: game nights are always fun and road trips
are a blast, watching crazy fans enjoy watching their
favorite teams play (I thought my mom got wild when she
watches Yankees baseball but seeing Chris watch a Bears
game.. now THAT is a sight that could bring a smile to
anyone). However, just being with them to lend a hand,
ear, shoulder, foot, eye, back, or finger really is
great, too. Sometimes, even more rewarding than the
frivolous. On occasion, I have also used them for
guidance and support, as well.

= Coming in very close to number one is.. well, most people
who regularly subscribe to my rantings and ravings know
this. Even when I am being constructively (of course)
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criticized, I can always find something to smile about
on stage. Except of course, when the moment does not
call for it.. that’s when acting (for me) is difficult.
I guess in the moment when the unforseen happens and
(perish the thought!) I donut get a part, I do tend to
be optimistic and try to learn and try to move on.

=In a big way, music can be an extension of my love of
the stage. Musicals are of course my favorite genre of
theatre. I do enjoy most types of music but there ARE
exceptions (c)rap being chief among them.

= A great, big scare. O0k.. maybe the adrenaline getting
the heart racing, the blood rushing creates a nervous
smile and chuckle but I love to be scared.

Ok.. that's three things. that can usually make most of my
nothing days all seem worthwhile. So remember... Light up your
face with gladness and hide every trace of sadness because I
feel sad when you're sad I feel glad when you’re glad.

A Change Has Come

Yes, according to our calendar’s autumn officially arrived
last week. Today is the first real sign that it has indeed
come. The blustery wind, the grey skies, the falling, blowing
leaves.. AH.. love it.. evn if I had to put a jacket on to walk
up town this morning. I had to stop at the post office and as
I was making my way home, I decided to go back up (after
getting my wallet) and get a can of tomato soup for lunch.
Grilled cheese and tomato soup on a wonderful fall day!

The landscape also brings back wonderful memories of Autumn’s
past of high school football games, baseball playoffs on the
tube, bonfires, hay rides, a sudden chill, and a sense of
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creepiness that makes its presence known as we close out
September and enter the month of October. Last year was the
first season for years that I have been REAL Haunted
Attraction scavenging with friends. Let’s hope that this
continues although my next 2 weekends are once again pretty
full. It’'s much more fun as the season progresses and more
people come out to be given a fright and those that do the
frightening are more seasoned as we found out on our multiple
trips to ScreamAcres (my favorite of the bunch) last year. We
were there so many times that the ghouls knew we were coming
as we approached and one very memorable escapade that I
hesitate mentioning at the fear of becoming a real member of
the walking dead.

So.. whether you are 8 or 108 there is plenty to do during the
fall in Northwest Ohio.

Eileen Escapes FIghtin While
Having A Pina Colada

This morning before leaving for work, I was listened to our
local Classic Rock station to see if I could listen and win.
Thursday is the Three Songs with a Theme in which you listen
to the three songs in their ENTIRETY. I listened to the first
song then by song two had the solution. While the final song
was playing, I put the station’s number up, waiting until the
song faded, and hit the talk button. BUSY SIGNAL!? And Mr.
Brigle came on and said.. “Let’s see if we have a winner.”
Sure enough, we had a winner. Someone must have been a little
quicker on the draw than I.

OK.. test your musical expertise and tell me what these three
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songs have in common. I can offer no more than your name and
answer to be posted on my blog.. but isn’t that reward enough?

1. “Kung Fu Fightin'”
2. “Come On, Eileen”
3. “Escape (The Pina Colada Song)”

In the past I have won a few prizes: a gift certificate to an
area coffee shop, and two CDs (the soundtrack to one of the
Scream movies and one by Daryl Hall and John Oates that must
have been their attempt at a comeback). My mother won a
phone-in contest years ago. Her prize? A trip on the Jet
Express that ended at the end of the season. The end of the
season being that very weekend. Unfortunately, she was not
able to use the prize.

3-0! And No Vultures Circling

I don’t know of anyone else who can claim that ranking in our
annual WCCT Family Fun Day softball game but since neither of
my other compatriots here at tangents can, I will gloat just a
bit.. not that it was entirely my doing... never underestimate
the underdog and I'm not speaking of the canine do-gooder I
just really enjoy another excuse to get together on any day
with some of the best friends one could have.. even if some
were missing.

I will try not to report on too much that has been mentioned
before. I did arrive a bit earlier than everyone else which
gave me the chance to listen to most of the remaining first
stanza of the Ohio State/Toledo football game. By the end of
the first quarter, the Buckeyes were up 14-0 at the home of
the Browns in Cleveland. Just a bit of interstate competition
at a neutral site... or maybe a chance to get an Ohio team
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there who would win a game.. this seemed likely since both
teams are from Ohio. I remember going to Cleveland my senior
year in high school to watch the Bucks play. The day after
the sousaphone incident. I must say that Mr. Tressel loosened
his vest a bit instead of playing it conservative which has
led to many a big game letdown.. the USC game a weekend or two
ago comes to mind as well as a few past bowl games.

Back to the Fun Day. As usual, it was a very enjoyable event
although there were only 8 of us (plus an all-time pitcher)
who took part in the actual game. Prior to the main event, we
tossed a football and then I really showed by prowess on the
basketball court. Thank goodness for the granny shot or I
would have reached “h-o-r-s-e” long before I did. As I have
said before, I know where my talent lies.

Prior to the big game, Megan and I warmed up a bit tossing the
softball back and forth. WHAT.. no batting practice?! I
played shag in the outfield and was kept bust chasing flies
until the final inning when it seemed one side got a bit more
winded than the other. I am pleased to say that I hit the
ball every time I was up.. ok, so maybe one at bat took about
seven pitches for me to do so.. we will blame the pitcher. But
what a ball! One of the events I hope to look forward to for
years to come.

The game ended long enough for us to return to the pavilion to
chat a bit before I had to leave and song lead at mass. But
once again a great afternoon with friends.

Home Alone

So.. now that I have the house all to myself for the next two
weeks while the parents are in Alaska, I have found that I am
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not at a lack of things to do. Of course, there are the hours
I must spend at work. Friday night, I did something I have
never done before: Monster Jam at the Toledo Speedway.
Megan, Carol , and I drove and met admin and family. It was
really a fun night even if Superman got jipped (not biased,
even if I was decked out in my Man of Steel Cap.. maybe I
should have worn one of my t-shirts) in the freestyle portion
of the evening. I think obvious local favorite, Gravedigger
was at only a slight advantage as I found his performance less
than thrilling. I have seen ads for the show in the past and
remember Gravedigger announced prominantly. Very fun and Vera
got the three of us to and from the event quite nicely And we
did not have to make any pit stops along the way [J Plus in the
4 wheeler event, the Ohio team was beaten by the Michigan team
(BooooO!!r!!1) I have a feeling a bit of proximity favoritism
was in evidence.

Sunday.. short work day, cleaned the beauty shop, ran to B-town
to pick up a few things. Then, I did something I have not
done for years. I brought the X-Box downstairs, had my 9
year-old niece and another friend come over and play. And
play we did! We started at about 5 and it got darker and
darker and by the time I knew what time it was, it was
midnight. HOLY COW! About 2AM, we decided to call it a
night. Elizabeth was asleep in the chair, anyway.

Monday.. great fun day. I had some friends over for a
pizza/movie night. We started at Munchkin Junction. Later, I
had Elizabeth stay to play with the kids while the adults
watched the totally captivating movie, The Island. I don’t
know why, but I kept thinking The Beach with Leonardo
DiCrapio (never seen that one either) but I am S000 glad it
was not. This was a somewhat typical but nottoo typical
Michael Bay production with lots of action. I REALLY liked
it.. futuristic sci-fi with Ewan McGregor and Scarlett
Johannsen (whom I just learned will be in Iron Man 2..
scheduled for release next summer).



So00.. the start of my two week adventure has been fun. More to
come. And yes, the house is still standing.

Gremlin Be GONE!

Apparently, there was some type of gremlin caught up in the
works of our happy little site but I see that it has been
irradicated. The past two has has been a relatively busy one
in our small little neck of the woods. Friday and Saturday
was our town wide garage sale in which over 60 homes
participated. Quite remarkable considering the size of the
town. Not only did residents of the community but businesses
also came out and put some of their products on display. The
local, weekly newspaper gave out homemade ice cream.. well,
they accepted a free will donation. The grocery had a Produce
Tent Sale. It was called Tent Sale but nowhere did I see a
tent only a bunch of displays full of watermelon, cantaloupe,
peaches, nectarines, 1lemons, green peppers, and other
goodies. We also had a hot dog, chip, and soda/water for $1.
I was lucky enough to man the sale for an hour Friday
afternoon (would have enjoyed spending more but I was only
covering for a break). But, of course, who had to haul in the
pallets at the end of the day?

But once again, I had a Saturday to myself so I took my nephew
and a “tag-a-long” (his words, not mine) to see Harry Potter.

We left with 15 minutes before show time and thinking ahead
decided to go the back route to save time. However, I had
forgotten that the 3 mile bridge (or a small section of 576)
is closed for the next week or so. 1In any event, we were
about 5 minutes late for the movie and had to sit in the next
to front row. Joshua enjoyed the movie.. our companion did not
think so highly of it although he has assured me that he has
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read all the books and seen the previous 5 movies. He thought
it was a waste of time and he is going to see it on IMAX next
week? !

Before returning home, I needed to stop by my old stomping
grounds and pick up a present. While there, our 18 year-old
friend decided that he wanted to buy something that he has
always wanted: a cap gun. He was like a kid in a candy
store. Cap guns have changed since I last had one. They used
to operate on straps of paper. Today, they use rounds of
small plastic pellets. Nate was occupied quite well on the 12
mile trip back to E-town.

All in all, a pretty fun few days. Made even more so by a
pair of Yankee victories (sorry, justj) and a Red Sox loss.
STILL 2 behind the Stockings!

MY First Time

A comment on Taylhis’ blog gave me inspiration for post
fodder. My first time riding a coaster took place when I was
10. My family spent a day at Cedar Point with my uncle, aunt,
and two cousins. I liked riding rides and had been on several
smaller coasters. I remember the Beastie at Kings Island
(still there, Lis?). I took my cousin Stacy to ride the Jr.
Gemini. However this year, I was too TALL to ride the smaller
version. Seeing this, my Uncle Bob challenged me to ride the
REAL thing with him. Why not? The line for the double train,
much like The Racer, was not long so I did not have to wait a
great deal. I still remember having my eyes shut tight after
we made the turn and approached the first hill. From what I
understand, I also held onto my co-riders hand and squeezed it
a little bit too hard. But what a rush! Red and blue racers
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going up and down hills and then the split at the end when the
cars tilt to the side and finally return home. There may be
bigger, faster, longer coasters (you can see the Magnum XL
200 which 1is 20 years old this summer.. NO WAY! dwarfing the
classic) but the good old Gemini is still one of my
favorites. That day in 1983, I discovered that I was growing
up because I was no longer small enough to go on any of the
kiddie rides. No more Kid Arthur’s Court for me. But I can
ALWAYS ride the Cedar Downs racing horses.

So Much For Sleeping In..

Saturday morning, I had planned to sleep in a few hours
especially following the late night (SO NOT COMPLAINING..
others had it much worse) that is until Mother Nature had
other plans. So, I was up by 8AM and decided to make a small
dent in my new book. Later, I got a phone call asking if I
would like to continue my birthday celebration at a site yet
to be determined (either a Mud Hens game or a drive-in movie
later). Anything was great with me. So, ah hour or so later,
we decided on a return to the Toledo Zoo.

I have to say that my favorite animal this trip was the baby
gibbon.. well six month old “Quon.” The little one was so
adorable. One minute he(?) was clutching onto his parent
being carried around the exhibit on the ropes, etc. then, he
would attempt to grab onto a rope solo. I loved watching Quon
climb the fence with his little arms reaching.. adorable.

I also enjoyed the tigers. To beat the heat, the kitties got
into their pool of water and at times took turns and other
times shared the relief. The sloth bears were also out. As
expected, the social one came right up and sniffed. I held
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out my Supes cap and sure enough was drawn to it.. he must be a
fan (but something tells me otherwise, but my post so I'm
sticking to it). TANGENT: I must have left my cap somewhere
along the way.

After the zoo, we went to Ruby Tuesdays for dinner and a point
was made to announce that we were celebrating 2 birthdays.. 35
years and one day apart! Nothing exciting happened.. no kazoo
playing, cabaret singing, nor being led around the restaurant
while wearing a sombrero (NOW THAT would be fun!). But the
big guy and I did get a dish of ice cream.

On the return trip, I got tracked down and informed that I was
to be at work the next morning an hour early! What a way to
spoil a great day [J So, after having some fun in B-town, and
going to Sonic with the girls, I did manage to make it home by
10. Everyone was tired and had to get up the next morning.
Once again, a funtastic day!

A Beary Super Birthday!

Yesterday started off slowly and ended in the best way
possible. I had to work on my birthday but I really wanted to
have Saturday off just in case plans arose for an all day
celebration (ya never know). I decided to call my pal when I
got ready before work to check up on him because we were still
bumbed about the auditions. After talking to him, I sensed
that he was still not fully recovered. Hopefully, the game
night would help.

Before I went to work, I stepped out into the beauty shop and
was greeted with birthday wishes from my mom’s co-owner and an
old friend who remembers this day 36 years ago. The mother of
the first woman to ever break my heart. 0k, so i1 was like 6
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when I asked “Seeah” (could not say Teresa) to marry me then
she went off and got married to another man. To this day, she
reminds me of this.

After a loooong, uneventful day at work, I called over to the
game night festivities that had already begun to inform them
that I had five minutes left! Games, brownie cake with a “54”
candle on top. 54=18 (another game night participant
celebrating her birthday)+36. I think it was 54.. sometimes
that short-term memory ain’t what it used to be.

Then the surprise package. I received a thong with a lottery
ticket ($2.00 winner) from Megan and a gift bag with a
homemade card from Taylor, an invitation to Beeber’'s 1st
birthday party, a hardcover copy of The Death and Life of
Superman, and a fantastic stuffed #1 Yankee fan bear. I think
I like the bear even more than the book it is sooooo000 cute.
Thanks taylhis for going to the trouble.

As usual, I was the last guest to leave. We got into a
discussion of our status as guests in a roundabout way.
Something like you no longer are considered a guest if you
stay long enough to help clean up. I don’t know how much I
cleaned but I definitely stayed long enough.

Thank you all once again for a Super birthday!!! I hope it
helped C as much as it did me [

My Game Night Wish List
(which will probably lead to
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another banished game)

After auditions tonight, I came across a new game show that in
a game night format would probably have me banned from
playing. “The Money List” seems to be a update on the
classic show 21 (scandals galore) in which two teams compete.
The teams are made up of two complete strangers who are placed
into sound proof rooms. The object of the game is to outbid
the other team to complete the given list. For instance, the
category 1is: “Scrabble Tiles That Are Worth More Than 1
Point.”

To begin, one team bids on the number they can correctly
guess. Then, the other team’s booth is unlocked and they
either bid higher or allow the other team to fill in the
list. The first team to win two rounds 1is the winner and goes
on for a chance to win $50,000!!! by completing yet another
list.

Other lists: “Number One Beatles’ Singles,” “U.S. Presidents
Prior to 1900 (first and last names had to be given),” “Elvis
Presley Songs That Were On Billboard’s Top 40 (unfortunately,
the very first answer given (“That’s Alright, Mama”) was wrong
because Billboard was not around when the song was recorded),”
and “The 100 Most Populous Cities (a team actually go the
bidding up to 30 but misspoke NEW Delhi, Delhi itself would
have been correct).”

gsn.com has an online version of the game that I think I may
peruse (perused and wish I had not).

Oh, boy, oh BOY, OH BOY.. I've reached 500 !!1!
YEAHHHHHHHHHHHHH!
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