
Off to see a movie….
I’m heading out to see a movie this evening (got to get the
early show price). I’m going to see something I haven’t seen
in years a 3D movie, complete with cardboard glasses. I hope
we get to keep them, because I need some 3D glasses to see
some stuff from NASA. I think they need the red/blue glasses,
not the polarized lens glasses, so I’m hoping it is a red/blue
thing….

Anyway this post is a preview of my review. I haven’t been
impressed  with  the  previews  to  this  movie.  It  looks  like
another of those take a book and lets ruin it type. But I’ll
find out more when I get there. I think the 3D is going to
make or break the movie. If it works well it may make it, if
it doesn’t it will be a flop.

Just my early take based on previous trailers…

Well, just got back from the movie, dinner, putt-putt and ice
cream.  I’ll have to say I was pleasantly surprised with the
movie.  Apparently the producers realized that a this book
needed  a  different  treatment.   Instead  of  completely
forgetting  the  book,  the  new  and  intrepid  explorers  are
actually re-investigating the book.  With this take, I didn’t
care that it wasn’t following the book at all.  Just new
characters following the same journey.

I can’t comment on the 3D, since the theater I went to did not
have the equipment to show it in 3D.   It was a decent
comedy/adventure.  Brendan Fraser again does a very good job
with this type of movie.  The special effects outside of 3D
weren’t too bad either.  They kept the “Center of the Earth”
fairly  dark,  and  this  always  seems  to  help  blend  in  the
special effects.   The characters all seemed to interact very
well together.  I’m not sure I will need to find a 3D capable
movie theater, but if the TV version is 3D, I may rent it.
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So there you go.  I recommend seeing it, but you may want to
hit the early shows.

Astronomy Book Review…
I have a book for people with little or no background in
Astronomy.  It is called quite simply “The Stars — A New Way
to See Them” by H. A. Rey.

I learned my constellations by the  having start charts with
lines connecting the various stars in a group (constellations
and asterisms) and except for a very few, they looked nothing
like what the name given.  Then there were other books that
put drawn pictures around the stars, but they did nothing to
connect the stars in any reasonable fashion.  Enter H. A. Rey
with his book.  He made simple stick figures with the stars
that look surprisingly like the names of the constellations. 
He also uses English names for the constellations so you don’t
have to know Latin to figure it out.  Neat stuff for the
beginner.

This book is designed for naked eye viewing.  You don’t need a
telescope or binoculars to use it.  As you get comfortable
with the stars, he does point out things to look at with
either  binoculars  or  a  small  telescope,  but  this  book  is
designed more as a major road map, not something that gives
you all the little tourist stops.

I will admit that even though I’ve been into Astronomy for
over 30 years, I never really took the time to discover or
remember the constellations.  I know the major ones, and can
use my star chart to find others, but this book will help me
to remember ones I don’t know at the present time.   It will
be nice to know my way in the sky without having to consult a
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map every time I look at something I don’t know.

If you struggle with what star is what, I give this book a
very strong recommendation.

More on interesting blogs
Currently (as I write this), my top read posts contain two
posts I wrote about books. If I look at the posts from the
last 10 days, I find posts about books take 4 of the top 10
spots. I just found this fascinating. In fact one of my best
few days in blogging (most visitors in a 24 hour period) came
after I wrote about my favorite books.

This got me thinking. If I’m not in a play, I tend to read a
great deal. Recently my tastes have been stuck in Science
Fiction and Mysteries, but I will read different things at
different times. Really different at some times, during my
high school days I read 4 different encyclopedia sets from A
to Z. Ok, one of them was a children’s set I read again, but I
did read it during High School.

Anyway, I was thinking I need to take my reading in a new
direction. So if you have a book you really like, please
respond. I’m going to try to read as many as I can. I’m a
quick reader, so depending on the list, it may not take too
long.

Yes, this is another one of those posts designed to change
lurkers into responders…..

Recent books I’ve read ….

Why did it have to be Snakes (Mysteries of Indiana Jones) Lois
H. Gresh and Robert Weinberg
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The Early Asimov — Isaac Asimov

Sherlock Holmes and the case of Sabina Hall L. B. Greenwood

and re-reading A Morbid Taste for Bones — Ellis Peters

A Morbid Taste for Bones —
More books as movies
Sort of…

Years ago, one of my favorite things to watch was the series
“Mystery” on PBS. I’m not even sure they have that on anymore,
but I enjoyed it when it was on. This series generally brought
classic fiction mystery novels to television. Hosted at one
time by Vincent Price and then Diana Rigg, this series brought
to the screen books and stories like Sherlock Holmes, Miss
Marple, Hercule Poirot and a favorite of mine Brother Cadfael.

I had not read any of the Cadfael mysteries before seeing them
on TV. I had read most if not all of Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes
stories, and quite a few Miss Marples and Poirots. Since I
knew  the  good  treatment  the  BBC  gave  the  other  mystery
stories, I was pretty sure that Cadfael would be no different.

As a pleasant surprise, I found that I was correct. I read the
many Cadfael novels starting with “A Morbid Taste for Bones”.
This was the first PBS/BBC show I saw on Cadfael, and it was
also the very first book. Good of them to keep the chronology
of the books. After that first show, and reading the first
book I tried to read the books before watching the shows on
PBS. Generally a very good match of book story to TV story.
The characters had the same depth in both instances. They did
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add a little thing here or there, but it didn’t affect the
story  telling  or  change  the  feeling  and  meaning  of  the
original story. If you can find these shows (I’ve seen them on
Cable every now and then) check them out. If not check out the
books from the library. The author is Ellis Peters.

Now what brought this all up? Well the topic of one of my
previous posts reminded me of the first story. I just had to
read it again. I may finish it tomorrow when my daughter is at
rehearsals.

In case you read or see the series. Good reading or watching….

Just  thinking  about
things…again
Today was the first day I’ve been to a play tryout where I
didn’t read for a role. I was just there as a producer. It was
kind of fun just sitting there watching others try out. No
worries, no trying to figure out a role/persona. I really
enjoyed myself. We had some new people trying out for roles,
and it is good to get new blood in the theater. We just can’t
have the same people in shows over and over again. I’m all for
the new people getting parts.

I’m currently listening to the Tigers and Indians baseball
game.  The  big  difference  is  I’m  listening  to  it  on  the
Indian’s Radio network, instead of the Tiger’s Radio Network.
I find it strange that the announcers don’t seem to know the
Tigers. Maybe it is because I don’t know the other teams as
well, but I don’t think the Tiger’s announcers are nearly as
bad when it comes to the Cleveland games. I have caught them
in other games, not knowing players, but you should know your
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division rivals. Cleveland/Detroit has been a big rivalry for
as  long  as  I  can  remember.  I  would  think  the  Indians
announcers would do better. The only reason I listen the the
Indian station, is that I get it on all of the radios in the
house. The Tiger station, I need to be in the car, or get my
daughters battery powered portable to hear it. Even then, it
is very touchy as to location, and direction of the antenna.
Tiger’s just won!

Need to get some time off work soon. I enjoyed the 3 day
weekend, but I would like to get time off to see my family all
over the country. I guess I need to talk with the peoples in
charge at work.

I’m looking forward to a movie or two with my girls this
weekend. I’m going to have some time with both daughters at
home so it is possible.

Suffering from a sore back for the past few days (it seems
like weeks). Not much I can do about it other than resting it.
Slow walking, moderate stretching, and making sure my back is
supported while sitting are all helping. Not sure what I did
to pull the muscles, but it was nagging for a while.

I haven’t watched much network or cable TV (other than part of
a ball game) all summer. Can’t say I miss it. I went a few
years, while working 2nd shift, without TV, I am guessing I
could continue for a long time. Being in the middle of the
woods, I don’t have cable (to far in the country) or satellite
(too many trees). I don’t see myself getting those anytime
soon. I really think I could live without TV. Owned or rented
movies, well that is a different story.

I really guess that is about it. I am thinking of upcoming
days that will be happening in July so I will have more to
write about at a later date…



Morbid  topic,  consider
yourself warned
Yes, this will be a post about death, so if you don’t want to
read about it, stop right here. The next paragraph will be
about some silly stuff just in case you failed to be driven
away. I don’t want anyone to say they saw the morbid stuff too
quick.

Heavy rains this past week or so caused a small short in one
of my trucks turn signal lights. I could tell because when I
turned a corner the blinker would start going really fast, and
then it would slow down after I started going straight again.
The increased blinker speed is to let me know there is a turn
signal light out. Just found that interesting. This summer is
just flying by, I noticed our local Wally World already had
school supplies out. So we jump past summer picnic season to
school after the 4th of July. Makes me wonder what date they
use in other parts of the world.

Morbid stuff starts now…..

My eldest daughter, her husband and I were talking about what
to do with our bodies after we die. I was thinking about
having my ashes turned to diamonds for each of my daughters.
(If I can ever afford to do that, it is an expensive way to
take care of a dead body.) Then I thought it would be nice to
donate my body to science after removing any organs that can
be used in transplants. We did get a little creative on this
too.  Like  donating  my  skeleton  to  my  old  high  school.  I
imagine that would be something. Or maybe encasing the said
skeleton in Acrylic. Ashes mixed in with wood finishes was
talked about, or even mixing the ashes with cement or tile
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mud. All very interesting things that could be done.

The  one  thing  we  talked  about  that  I  though  was  really
interesting was the idea of donating my body to a Body Farm. I
thought that was a very interesting concept. I had not heard
of this before my son-in-law mentioned that it was what he was
interested  in.  What  made  this  more  interesting  is  that  I
received an email from www.howstuffworks.com about the same
subject. Then a did a Google search on the same topic.

Not only does donating your body to a body farm make a lot of
sense  financially  (funerals  and  burial/cremation  are  very
expensive), it also makes sense in a ‘Green’ way. An added
bonus is that future CSIs can learn a lot from watching a body
decompose. The “Green’ way is that you skip the added fuel and
machinery needed to put a body in an big concrete block. Also
skipped is the about of fuel need to completely consume a
human body when it is cremated. What was our bodies will never
get  recycled  by  the  planet  when  surrounded  by  tons  of
concrete. In the body farm the bodies are left exposed to the
elements with the normal cycle of nature, doing what it does
so well, using what is left over to support and renew the
environment. I like the idea, but then again, the old pine
boxes we used to use allowed the remains to be recycled by
nature.

I do understand the other environmental needs to make sure
that disease isn’t spread, but I think we tend to go way
overboard with the complete enclosure in concrete.

Now my daughter, the genealogist, wants to make sure we put a
plaque up somewhere for future generations. I don’t know if I
see the point in that, but for her I would be willing. I have
a  feeling  future  genealogists  will  have  a  better  way  of
finding  out  about  their  ancestors.  The  internet  will  be
crawling with information if it isn’t already.

So, I will be looking into setting up my donation to a Body
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Farm, unless I win a big lottery. I kind of like the idea of
my girls being able to say “Daddy is forever…” Morbid sense of
humor, true, but it still tickles me.

waste of time and gas
As a few of my blog readers already know, the meetings I
attended this evening were very short. In my opinion they were
as waste of my time and gas. I imagine if we were to get
compensated for gas on these meetings (ha ha), there would be
less of them, and they would accomplish something. That will
never happen of course.

If it were not for seeing friends of my during and after the
meeting, I would have said something there. I drive over 10
miles to get to the meeting, and I don’t make that trip
lightly anymore. Any trips I make into town have dual purpose.
I’m  going  to  carefully  consider  dropping  my  committee
membership. I mean it isn’t like we get anything done at these
meetings. I’ve been to more meetings now than in past years,
and I only recall one thing getting done at these meetings.
The producers and directors of the shows for the season were
selected at one of them. I think that was the first. Every
other order of business could be done by email, or phone
calls. I really don’t see the point.

The more I write, the more I feel compelled to leave the
committee. I guess I could just stop going. According to the
rules, if I miss too many meetings, without letting someone
know, I should be kicked off. Hmmm, nah I’ll just quit after
the end of the year. I don’t need to be on it next year at
all.
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I thought I was done…
One more post about Little Women.

We left a good portion of ‘stuff’ on stage after the Little
Women tear down.  It belonged to various people and places
that the director, and set designer knew.   They came back
this  morning  to  load  up  a  truck  with  these  items.   I
volunteered  to help move it.

After figuring out how to get the various large pieces out the
door, and moving all the small stuff into the truck the job
was finished in under 1/2 hour.  The director of the next show
(The  Phantom  Tollbooth  —  Children’s  Theater)  was  there
helping, and getting design help for her show.  So our theater
will be seeing the designs of a very talented person two shows
in a row.  I think it is too bad that these shows aren’t part
of our regular season and will not be up for any awards.  I
may have to talk to someone on whatever committee decides on
that sort of stuff.  Maybe we could come up with a special
award.  This of course depends on what the set looks like for
the Children’s theater � .   I’m sure it will look great.

In any event, look for more post on the up coming production,
I’m  in  it  again  doing  lights  and  sound.   My  complaints,
comments and praises will be here.
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Well finally good night folks
Tigers won, and I’m going to get some sleep.   Being in the
eastern timezone, I hate these West Coast games.

Oh yes, this is post 100.

This  and  that  with  other
things in mind
A somewhat mindless post of things I’m thinking about.

Took my youngest to a movie and to play putt-putt. I aways
enjoyed the time I could spend with my daughters. I’m sure
they’re getting a skewed view on life without their mother in
it, but that is what it is. They get this skewed view, because
my view is somewhat skewed. Not doing as well as I would like
on putt-putt. On the little course closest to us, I have made
a hole-in-one on all 18 holes. I should be able to get 2 on
each and everyone of them. I get a little down when I get 3’s
on some of the holes. Most of the time I don’t keep the putter
down.

Stopped at a Coldstone Creamery. Wonderful stuff. Ice Cream,
Sorbet mixed with stuff right in front of your eyes. It is
very good ice cream.

A fourth of July weekend is in front of me. It is nice to get
an extra day off of work. I’m looking forward to spending time
with family and friends this weekend. Happy Birthday wishes to
my  oldest  sister  on  the  4th.  Never  did  get  to  put  the
sparklers on her cake instead of candles.
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Tigers are on the radio right now. I don’t have cable, so I
don’t  get  to  watch  much  ball  on  TV,  but  Gameday  on  the
Computer, and a radio near me, works well. Tigers are winning
in the 7th.

I need to take the time this weekend to do the things I wasn’t
doing during the time my daughter was in “Little Women”. I
wouldn’t trade that time for anything, but I need to do more
around here.

I saw a movie trailer today. It looks like they are making a
remake of a wonderful Science Fiction Classic. A new “The Day
the Earth Stood Still” is coming to the big screen again. This
was a classic, and from the trailer, I think they found a way
to ruin it. I’m planning on going just so I can really rag on
the film. You are warned. Normally I don’t get preconceived
ideas about movies, but this was a wonderful short story, a
very good movie (classic in my mind), and it will now become a
standard Hollywood space invasion movie… Grrr.

I’m waiting for the new Batman movie. One of the favorite
comic characters, because he is a normal person. He was also a
troubled hero. It makes the comic book a little more real when
the hero has normal problems.

Should be a good 4th tomorrow. Getting together with friends
for food and socializing, maybe some fireworks.

I need to try to schedule some additional time off work. It
may be tough since we are in the middle of a major software
change. Maybe I can get 1 day off a week for the rest of the
summer.

That should be about it, for now

Tigers still ahead in the 8th.


