Jack Hanna!!!

While my girls are counting down the days until they get to go
to their Grandma’s house, I am counting the days until I get
to see a LIVE JACK HANNA SHOW!!! Don’t get me wrong, I'm
really excited to see family too, but I’'ve been waiting to see
a live Jack Hanna show for over a decade!!!
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I've had the show tickets in the car for about two weeks now,
since I was so sure that I'd forget them. 1I’ve already packed
my glasses too, so I can actually see Jack and the animals
from my seat. And I’'ve been “cramming” all week — trying to
quickly re-read my favorite book, Jack Hanna’'s Monkeys on the
Interstate. If all goes well, I should be finished with it by
Saturday when I see Jack. Because we have tickets for a pre-
show event called a Jamboree Lunch, I'm hoping for maybe an
autograph or even an opportunity to chat with Mr. Hanna! I
know it’s a shot in the dark, but I’'ve made a mental list of
things I'd bring up just in case; many of them are from the
Monkeys book. Even if I don’t get an opportunity to talk to

Mr. Hanna, I am ecstatic just to be able to see his show!!! I
really enjoy his appearances on Letterman every month, and I'm
beyond excited to see Mr. Hanna live!! Just in case, I'm

bringing an array of my Hanna collection in case I get a
chance to seek an autograph, but I'm not expecting it or
anything — don’t want to be disappointed. It would be nice,
however, to replace our autographed Jack Hanna honeymoon
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memento. Now I have to tell that story..

When my husband and I took our honeymoon to Florida in 1999,
we were driving from where we lived in Illinois to Florida
(which is a very LONG drive.. but for some reason, I cannot
remember exactly what it was like to do that WITHOUT KIDS
along..), and we were talking about all the things we would
do. One of the things that came up was celebrities we would
like to run into, and Jack Hanna was the only one we both
decided we would really care about running into. Once 1in
Florida, we visited Sea World, and we were going to go into
the underwater viewing area for the dolphins, but it was
roped off — “TV show taping in progress”. Just before we
turned away to head to something else, a worker lifted the
ropes, so in we went, and the crew was packing up the cameras,
and THERE WAS JACK HANNA!!! And we were all alone since the
area had just been closed off — no mob of fans to compete
with. Ok, so maybe Jack Hanna isn’t the type of celebrity to
have fans mobbing him wherever he goes, but to me, he is an
animal hero. His Monkeys on the Interstate book chronicles
his creativity, his strength through adversity, and his
triumphs (and failures!) he went through as he was building
the once unheard of Columbus Zoo into the world famous, state-
of-the-art zoo facility it is today — a fascinating read for
anyone who loves animals, zoos, Jack Hanna, or who just likes
funny stories!! Jack Hanna is a marketing and animal genius!
But I digress — back to my story..

So we got to meet Jack Hanna, right there at Sea World. I was
not expecting it, so I gummed up and let my husband do the
talking, and Jack whipped out an 8x10 glossy picture and
autographed it, putting our names on it and everything.
Unfortunately, this picture was one of a few irreplaceable
items that were entrusted to so-called “friends” during a move
we had, never to be seen again.. but that’s another story and
nothing I want to dwell upon now.

So yeah, IF I actually get to talk to Jack again this time, I



have my list of things I want to talk about.. though it’s
quite lengthy, and my brain will be swimming with basically
EVERYTHING from the Monkeys on the Interstate book, as well as
things I want to know about starting my own zoo — hey, that
shouldn’t come as a big surprise to any of my readers, so lift
your dropped jaw. Those of you who know me realize that I
have a pretty good start on one already, don’t you? []

This is Jack at one of his Letterman
appearances. Each of his appearances on Letterman has moments
of hilarity as Jack tries so hard to get in his animal facts
while Letterman 1is busy making jokes and heckling him. After
decades of monthly appearances, the two have built a
relationship of sorts, and Jack now brings animals that
sometimes shock, awe, and even scare Letterman!! Never a dull
moment when Jack’s around..
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