I Never Thought About the
Crate Being Square and the
Turnstile Being Round..

In case you'’ve missed my previous posts about animals and Jack
Hanna, let me explain that Jack Hanna is my favorite celebrity
and how much I really enjoy following his adventures
through zoo life. 1In case you don’t know who Jack is, he is
the man who gave Columbus, Ohio a zoo. They did have one
before, even though many residents weren’t even aware of it,
but with Jack’s brilliance in zoo management and marketing,
the Columbus Zoo has become one of the most reknowned zoos in
the world today. These days, Jack spends his time filming tv
shows of his own, and also bringing animals around the country
for appearances in theaters and on other tv shows, such as
David Letterman, Maury Povich, and Good Morning America 1in
order to educate people about respecting animals. Whenever
animals are 1involved, situations <can easily become
unpredictable. Throw Jack into the mix, and these situations
now become hilariously entertaining and unpredictable. Things
seem to happen to Jack, and if you’'d like an example of what I
mean, check out the following article detailing an animal
mishap Jack encountered at the airport last September:

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Animal expert Jack Hanna and an 11-
month-old flamingo became trapped while trying to squeeze
through an airport security turnstile. It took firefighters to
finally get the flamingo out. Animal expert Jack Hanna had a
close encounter with a flamingo Sunday. Hanna, the director
emeritus of the Columbus Zoo and a frequent guest on
nationally televised talk shows, was returning from a Zzoo
fundraiser with a mongoose, a small leopard and the flamingo.
Three other people were with them. The entourage arrived at
the Ohio State University Airport just after midnight Sunday
to find the terminal closed. The only way to leave the tarmac
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was through a 10-foot-tall metal turnstile with several
horizontal bars — not the easiest exit to squeeze through when
you’'re traveling with boxed-up animals, Hanna said. “I never
thought about the crate being square and the turnstile being
round,” he said. Hanna, 60, pushed the flamingo’s 2-foot-
by-3-foot compartment into the turnstile, then continued
pushing while straddling the crate. “I was stuck like a worm.
My eyes were as big as grapefruits,” he said. “I can’t
describe the feeling in my stomach. I can’t move up or down.
The bars are on your face.” Hanna said he eventually squirmed
free, leaving the flamingo still wedged inside and everyone
else trapped on the tarmac. He then walked to a nearby fire
station for help. It took three firefighters to hoist the
flamingo’s crate up and out of the turnstile, he said.
Columbus fire department logs show the firefighters arrived at
the airport at 12:30 a.m. for a “flamingo rescue,” spokeswoman
Kelly McGuire said. Hanna joked that the next time he flies
through the airport, the biggest animal he’ll bring is a
gerbil.

If you were entertained by the preceding article, I highly
recommend Jack’s book Monkeys on the Interstate which details
his life before and during his days at the Columbus Zoo — it's
a VERY entertaining and funny read, especially for animal
lovers and zoo enthusiasts. I really hope I can schedule some
time to catch Jack at one of his appearances soon, but until
then, I will keep checking for him on Letterman and will
probably check out the book for a fourth time!
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