Yet Another “Role Model”
Slips Down A Few Steps From
The Diving Platform

Why oh why? Just a few short month ago, Michael Phelps was on
top of the world, setting Olympic records, winning gold medals
in every swimming event he competed in in Beijing (8 in total)
and the world watched. 1In 2004 in Athens, he won multiple
gold and silver medals and a few months later was involved in
a DUI incident. Funny how this was never mentioned this
season.. not that I remember anyway.

Over the weekend the golden one was at a college party in
which marijuana was present. And of course Mr. Phelps was
human and young enough that he admittedly partook as a photo
most likely from one of the fellow partiers cell phones
surfaced.

I'm not going to defend anyone in this post. Not Phelps nor
the person snappin the picture. I will say that anyone living
in any high profile position needs to be careful. I’'m not
sure if Michael felt that he would be able to escape the
limelight twice but apparently he was not being careful.
Human but not careful. I think the people who are ultimately
responsible are those who place these people on such a high
pedestal that if they blink, or turn right when they should
have turned left they are forever demonized when mere moments
ago they were “heroes.”
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Groundhog Day

Feb 2, Groundhog Day. Any excuse to look for spring. Here we
are, just a few days past mid-winter in Ohio, and everyone 1is
looking forward to spring. We’ve had plenty of snow, ice and
cold temperatures, and we will have quite a few more before
winter is through. It seems like winter just goes on and on.

Of course, I do have a custom for groundhog day. I put in the
movie Groundhog Day and watch it again. Since the movie came
out in 1993, I think I’'ve seen it at least 16 times. I know it
is more than that, because some years, when the mood strikes I
do watch it over and over again. Seeing that this movie 1is a
looping movie anyway, watching it over and over again is an
interesting experience. I wouldn’t recommend that for
everybody, but I enjoy it on occasion.

So tonight, I was able to watch Groundhog Day again. I had to
split it up into two sessions, since I had play practice this
evening, but the custom continued. But this got me thinking. I
know there are a lot of movies I will watch again and again at
a certain time of year. I will read certain books at certain
times of the year. It would seem that I never have time for
new books or movies, but I get those in too. Books are easy, I
read very quickly and I can get through most novels in a day
or two. Movies are a fixed length, so I have to make the time.
I do this my not watching many television programs. That gives
me time to watch a few movies every week.

So any movies or books you watch over and over again.

[poll id=6]
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Am I The Only One Who Didn’t
Know This?

I received an interesting email forward from my mom last week,
and I'm sharing it on my blog because it’s a helpful household
tip that most people I asked didn’t know about. I had
actually heard this Heloise-worthy hint before, but I had
forgotten about it. Here is a copy of the email forward:

I had to go into the kitchen and check this out for myself.
Who looks at the end of an aluminum foil box? You know, when
you try to pull some foil out and the whole roll comes out of
the box. Then you have to put the roll back in the box and
start over. The darn roll always comes out at the wrong time.

Well, I would like to share this with you. Yesterday I went to
throw out an empty Reynolds Wrap foil box and for some reason
I turned it and looked at the end of the box. And written on
the end it said, “Press here to lock end.”

Right there on the end of the box is a tab to lock the roll 1in
place. How long has this little lockng tab been there? I then
looked at a generic brand of aluminum foil and it had one too.
I then looked at a box of Saran wrap and it had one too! I
can’t count the number of times the Saran wrap roll has jumped
out when I was trying to cover something up.

[poll id="8"]

Give ‘Em The O0ld Razzle
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Dazzle

HEHE.. much to a friend’s chagrin, I have entitled my first
post with my new them after one of the signature numbers from
the musical, Chicago. From what I gather, the producer for our
community theatre’s production of the musical was fond of
using the phrase whenever he could. (“This show is full of
razzle dazzle,” etc.). Unfortunately, I was not yet involved
in the group when this production was presented. I do however
know that I would like to play the role of Mr. Cellophane,
himself, Amos Hart. However, as most know, I am not one to
stand in the shadows. For better or worse, I do tend to stand
out. I dunno.

Perhaps I should have waited a few weeks to celebrate the
first year of our little group of bloggers, but I was looking
through various themes and came upon this little number. I
kinda like it. So.. don’'t be afraid to comment on the blog of
Morat’s new look.[poll 1id="16"]

I Need To Know About A Super
Weekend Under The Sea

This weekend has been one of the busiest but most fun I have
had in sometime. It all started Thursday night when a group
of us met at the theatre to practice singing the songs we had
selected for our concert on Saturday night. I did not get to
practice mine because circuits got crossed and the clip that
held the accompaniment to my piece was not there. But it was
fun to see some of the others practice. Chris practiced his
two selections from Jekyll & Hyde. I had forgotten that the
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song “I Need to Know” (one of my favorites from the show) had
eventually been taken out of the Broadway production. It was
replaced by “Lost in the Darkness” which is sung by Jekyll
over his comatose father. I often listen to the Anthony
Warlow Gothic Musical Thriller version and find it far
superior. Chris also shone brightly on “Confrontation” which

is sung toward the end of the musical as Jekyll battles the
evil that has risen to the surface and is about to totally
consume him.

On Friday morning, I had to go to church to practice singing
the songs I would lead the congregation in Saturday night.
Then I returned home to practice the song I eventually chose
to perform Saturday night at the theatre. When I decided to
sing this weekend, I had two selections picked out that were
very special to me and I thought would challenge me; however,
they were deemed “not modern enough.” The theme for the
concert was musicals of the past decade. I eventually chose
“Under the Sea” from The Little Mermaid. Very fun piece.
However (and I don’t know why it bothers me), I was not able
to memorize the entire piece. But I had fun with it and heard
many compliments from some close friends and also from
newcomers to the theatre group. Megan even noted that she
could see me one day performing the role of Sebastian on
stage. Another great character with not one but two very
memorable songs. Carol also expressed an interest in
eventually performing a duet with me in the near future. I
would relish the opportunity to perform a duet with Chris and
one with Carol. I loved Carol’'s duet of “Feed the Birds” from
Mary Poppins. The song really lends itself well to beautiful
harmonies. I must say that all of the performers as well as
the MCs were very good and the evening was a great success.

Super Bowl Sunday found me at work then immediately onto
rehearsal. We got to watch some of the choreography begin to
take shape. One of the signature pieces from Meet Me in St.
Louis is the “Trolley Song.” Just in the beginning of the



staging of the song, I can see that it will be very intensive
but fun. However, Grandpa does not get to ride the car.
After rehearsal, I made my way to a game party. I thought the
game was good; sad to say the team I picked was not victorious
but it is always fun to watch the game with a large group of
friends as spirited as mine. I will watch the Super Office
Special episode tomorrow.



